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CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. W're started.
Good morning. And on notion of M. Safran we're going to
go into executive session. Seconded by Ms. Mlver. And
we'll go into executive session.

(Of the record from12:33 p.m to 12:44 p.m)

VHEREUPQN,

MEREDI TH L. COKER, being duly sworn and
cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the truth, testifies as follows:

CHAI RVAN RANKI N You' ve got the sane forms
you did | ast year, the PDQ and the sworn statenment before
you. Any changes that need to be nade to those?

M5. COKER There were a few mnor changes.
But | have already given the originals, and | believe they
are right there. There was a slight anendnment to the
personal data questionnaire, | just had sone civil appeals
that are noving through the system | updated that

information. And then | had inadvertently omtted a "not
applicable" on the statenent of economc interest. So |
suppl enented that form

CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  As is, do you now obj ect
to them being made a part of the record?

M5. COKER: | do not.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And that will be put in.

(EXHBIT NO._4 - JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTI ON

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com




© 00 N oo o B~ W N

N T N N S T N N o e =
g A W N P O © O N oo o A W N P, O

PROCEEDINGS
Page 8

COWM SSI ON PERSONAL DATA QUESTI ONNAI RE OF
MEREDI TH L. COKER)

(EXH BIT NO._ 5 - AVENDMENT TO PERSONAL DATA
QUESTI ONNAI RE OF MEREDI TH L. COKER)

(EXH BIT NO._ 6 - JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION
COW SSI ON SWORN STATEMENT OF MEREDI TH L. COKER)

CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  You remenber this well,
I'"msure, But we have the task of eval uating your
candi dacy. And the Conm ssion | ooks at nine evaluative
criteria, includineg the ballot box survey, a study of your
application materials, verification of your conpliance with
the state ethics laws, a search of newspaper articles in
whi ch your name appears, a study of previous screenings --
again that was last year -- and then a check for econom c
conflicts of interest.

We have no one who has filed an affidavit in
opposition to your canpaign. No witnesses are here to
testify against you. | will now allow you, if you'd Iike
to introduce your guest that is behind you. But you don't
have to.

M5. COKER  Well, | feel like I should.

This is ny husband Cooper Coker. He has been nice enough
to acconpany me, to drop off our daughter at school this
morni ng, and then we came on up here.

CHAI RMVAN RANKIN:  He wasn't with you | ast
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year, was he?

M5. COKER No. W actually had a -- he was
taking care of said child |ast year while | was here.

CHAI RVAN RANKI'N:  You now have the
opportunity to nake a brief -- ever so brief, very brief,
brief, brief opening statenent if you'd like. But you do
not have to.

M5. COKER: | appreciate that. | would just
like to thank everyone for their tine here today. And |'m
happy to answer any questions you all may have.

CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  Great. Thank you. Maura.

M5. BAKER  Thank you, M. Chairman. | note
for the record that based on the testinony contained in the
candi date's PDQ which has been included in the record with
the candidate's consent, Ms. Meredith L. Coker neets the
constitutional and statutory requirenents for this position
regardi ng age, residence and years of practice.

EXAM NATI ON BY M5. BAKER

Q Good morning, Ms. Coker. How do you feel that
your |egal and professional experience thus far renders you
qualified and will assist you to be an effective circuit
court judge?

A Well, as | have stated in the PDQ and as some of
these fol ks have heard previously, | have had a very

diverse | egal background. | started up in -- | was
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originally a Virginia attorney. | clerked for two years at
the Virginia Court of Appeals, doing primarily crimnal
appel l ate work. Judge WIlis, who | worked for, had been a
prior comonwealth's attorney -- a solicitor here, and had
wor ked his way up through the system

| then went to a firmin the District of
Col unbia, still practicing mostly in Virginia, and in the
federal court systemthere, that did all sorts of
Interesting things. A lot of international business |aw,
some bankruptcy, some patent work. Al over the board. W
did that.

And then | got smart and noved farther south. |
got cold. Had about three feet of the snow on the ground
and decided to nove to South Carolina. | took the Bar
here. | practiced with a firmthat did nostly comercia
litigation work. And now| ama -- one of two partners in
a small firmin Charleston, practicing primarily in civil
litigation. But | also do substantial transactional work
as well.

| think that the different things that |'ve done
t hrough ny professional background has enabled ne to build
a skill set of getting to the right answer quickly and
getting the solution without becom ng personally invested
In what that solution really is.

| think that while | do not have the crim nal
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background a solicitor may have, the fact of the matter is,
Is that the crimnal laws in South Carolina are well
codified, their sentencing guidelines, there's favorably or
unfavorably significant |egal precedent. And | have had
the ability, and | think the success, in being able to find
| ssues quickly, address the solutions and nove forward.

Q Ms. Coker, the Conm ssion received 75 ballot box
surveys regarding you, with three additional comments. The
bal | ot box survey, for exanple, contained the follow ng
positive comments:

"Meredith Coker has the experience and
disposition to be an excellent jurist. She has a keen
intellect and strong analytical skills required to be a
successful judge."

One of the witten comments expressed concerns.
The coment stated, "Meredith Coker takes unreasonabl e
| egal positions as an advocate."

What response woul d you offer to this concern?

A Wel |, again, not know ng what unreasonable
position that may be, | wll say that | have represented
creditors in the past, and have had several debtors that
t hought it was unreasonable, for instance, to pay any
portion of any outstanding debt.

| had a very contested case that went on for

several years, where we said, "This is the amunt you owe.
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How nuch can you pay?" And they said, "Zero. And you
shoul d pay us."
| nyself do not believe | take unreasonable
positions. In fact, | pride nyself on being able to see

both sides. And quite frankly, most of ny cases end up
resolving out prior to or even after a judicial verdict.

Q Ms. Coker, what have you done since your | ast
screening to prepare to serve as a circuit court judge?

A Well, there was some concern |ast year at this
tinme just about, with regard to ny current crimnal
background. | have -- | know very well, a solo
practitioner in Charleston County, who has allowed ne to
shadow himin sone -- in some serious felony cases this
year .

| have as ny own work schedule permtted, gone

through that process with him gone through jury trials
with him argued crimnal notions with him and have nade
an effort to keep up alittle bit better wth that side of
t he advance sheets.

Q Ms. Coker, why do you want to be a circuit court

j udge?

A Vel l, obviously, it is -- it wuld be a great
honor. It is an inportant civic duty that | believe that |
woul d fulfill, and fulfill well. And | think that ny --

both personality and particular skill set would nesh well
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with the needs of being a jurist.

| think it's incredibly inportant for not only
the Bar, but for the people -- the regular citizens who
come into a courtroom whether they be civil litigants,
crimnal defendants, or victins, be able to be confortable,
or as confortable as possible, with a jurist who is -- has
a calm consistent, yet strong demeanor. And | believe
that | would be able to provide that.

Q Ms. Coker, | just have a few housekeeping issues.
Are you aware that as a judicial candidate you are bound by
the Code of Judicial Conduct as found in Rule 501 in the
South Carolina Appellate Court Rules?

A Yes.

Q Ms. Coker, since submtting your letter of intent
have you contacted any menbers of the Conm ssion about your
candi dacy?

A No.

Q Since submtting your letter of intent have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator either
prior to this date or pending the outcone of your
screeni ng?

A. No.

Q Are you famliar with Section 2-19-70, including
the limtations on contacting nenbers of the Genera

Assenbl y regardi ng your screening?
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A Yes.

Q Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenmbly on your behalf, or are you
aware of anyone attenpting to intervene in this process on
your behal f?

A | have not requested that. And | am unaware of
anyone speaki ng.

Q Have you received and do you understand the
Commi ssi on gui delines on pledging and South Carolina Code
Section 2-19-70(E)?

A Yes.

M5. BAKER | would note that the Low
Country Ctizens Commttee reported that Ms. Coker was wel |
qualified in the evaluative criteria of ethical fitness,
professional and academ c ability, reputation, experience
and judicial tenperanent. The conmttee reported that M.
Coker was qualified in the evaluative criteria of physica
health, mental stability, and constitutional
qualifications. The commttee stated and signed that M.
Coker is intellectual, poised, and has good experience.

M. Chairman, | would note for the record
that any concerns raised during the investigation by staff
regardi ng the candi date were incorporated into the
questioning of the candidate today. M. Chairman, | have

no further questions.
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CHAI RVAN RANKI N Questions by menbers of
the Comm ssion? M. Hitchcock.
EXAM NATI ON BY MR, HI TCHCOCK:

Q Good norning, Ms. Coker. 1'd like to comend you
for the efforts that you' ve taken to go get crimna
experience. | think there's many tines when we -- | think
we see candidates and we inply that, that m ght be a good
thing for themto do when they | ack experience either on
the crimnal or the -- or the civil side. And it's not
necessarily often that we see somebody taking the
initiative to go do that. So | would commend you on that.

And | know that you indicated that you've been
working with M. -- | believe it's M. Falk, helping him
with some of his crimnal practice. Could you give us kind
of a -- maybe get into that a little bit deeper, and give
us an idea of the types of cases that you've been assisting
himw th, and some details regarding your |evel of
participation in those cases.

A Certainly. And againit's -- it has been,
obviously, not a full-tine participation, and it's been
voluntary on ny behalf. Wth regard to jury trials, |
assisted himfromthe discovery process through pretrial
and through sentencing on a robbery natter.

Wth regard to a co-defendant nurder trial, |

again worked primarily with the pretrial discovery. |
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wote nost of, if not all of the pretrial notions.
argued the notion to sever the co-defendants, which I was
actually successful in so doing. And that particular trial
ended up in, for our defendant, a plea agreenent. The co-
def endant was convicted |ast week of -- with alife
sent ence.
| have al so periodically assisted himwth regard
to jury instructions, selections of juries, pretrial
motions, drafting, research and that sort of thing.
Q Thank you.
CHAI RVAN RANKI N Any questions? Any
further questions?
REPRESENTATIVE SM TH. M. Chai r man.
CHAI RVAN RANKI N Representative Smth.
EXAM NATI ON BY REPRESENTATI VE SM TH
Q Ms. Coker, | renenber you fromlast year. So
normal 'y, | ask a lot of questions about crim nal
background, and | think we discussed that a |ot |ast year
about how you would handle [awers. | presume what you
testified -- and | | ooked through the transcript, also, you
woul d -- that would still be the sane phil osophy you woul d
hold if you were elected as a circuit court judge.
A Yes, sir. M philosophy hasn't changed.
continue to try to evolve in ny know edge and maturity

| evel , but other than that | haven't had nuch tine to
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change nuch

Q So I'mnot going to take fifteen mnutes or so to
go through that with you, if it's the same questions. So
t hank you -- thank you again for offering.

A Understood. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N Very good. M. Safran
MR SAFRAN:  Thank you, M. Chairnan.

EXAM NATI ON BY MR SAFRAN

Q Just a couple quick questions. As far as your
current civil practice -- | nean, | know what the
hi ghli ghted points are as far as fromyour infornation.
But just give ne a general breakdown of what primarily
you're doing. | nean, is it collection work? 1Is it
foreclosure? Is it transactional? | nean, what mainly are
you doi ng? Because, you know, you see kind of a very broad
swath of things in circuit court, but then again there's
kind of a core that |I'msure you recogni ze that a | ot of
It's personal injury, you do have conmercial litigation.
So I"'mjust trying to get a sense of what your prinmary
background is.

A That's a nore difficult question to respond to
than at first. So many peopl e nowadays, while they don't

speci alize, they certainly concentrate in, for instance,

forecl osure defense and personal injury. | wll say | do
not -- | don't think | have any personal injury cases.
Garber Reporting
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Over the course of the last thirty days, | have
dealt with commercial transaction deals, purchasing of
| oans, a couple residential matters. | have two or three

heirs property cases that are currently pending -- or suits
to quiet title based on heirs property.
| have an Article 9 UCC matter pending a

decision. W just cane to a settlement ina miltimllion
dollar bad faith insurance claim | think |I've been in
eight different courts in the last thirty or forty-five
days. So it's difficult -- generally speaking, nmost of ny
practice stems fromproperty or the things that get built
out of it.

Q Ri ght.

A We're basically doing a lot of construction work,
a ot of ownership disputes, easenment disputes and that
sort of thing, contract work. And then of course the bank
representation, | do basically whatever the banks ask me to
do.

Q Busi ness-oriented type of stuff for the nost
part?

A Primarily.

Q And the firmthat you worked with in Virginia
back -- the law firm back then?

A Yes, sir.

Q \Where was that |ocated?
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A That was |ocated on M Street in CGeorgetown. And
| wll say, 'cause Maura brought this up, the JimFalk I
used to work for in D.C --

Q Yes, ma' am

A -- is not the JimFalk that's here. Although,
they went to college together and were in the college
cl ass.

Q Ri ght.

A One was from Kentucky and one was from Ari zona.
So | just wanted to clarify that. But we were -- in the
District of Colunbia, but obviously ny practice was
primarily the Court of Federal Clains, or federal and state
court in Virginia. And that was a significant amunt of
ei ther corporate work.

We had sone liability issues we | ooked into for
folks. Had a lot of, again, business-type transactional --
excuse ne -- litigations spurring off of transactions. And
strangel y enough, negotiated the collective bargaining
agreement for the mnor |eague hockey teans at the tine.

So again, it was a very diverse and strange
practice. But | get to do a lot of different things, and I
get to learn a | ot about different things.

Q And there's no question -- and | think, you know,
candidly, to be able to do those type of things, you

obvi ously have to be intelligent, you obviously have to be
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very industrious. Because |I'msure some of that type of
work is very time-intensive.

And | guess the question that |'ve got, and |'ve
asked sonebody else this, isit's kind of the old notion to
be careful what you wish for in that -- you know, we heard
Judge Kelly in here the other day, talking about, "Wwen ny
civil court breaks down, I'mpulling general sessions in
because we just have such a need to deal with it."

And, you know, obviously, you wouldn't be here if
you didn't have a sincere interest in doing this.
understand that. But | nean, are you aware that you see
that kind of thing happening, where you nay be going in
with the idea that I'mgoing to be doing things -- and
certainly anticipated it's not all going to be exactly what
you' re doi ng now, but where you nmay be spending the better
part of your tinme hearing guilty pleas, and, you know,
during these lulls where you're effectively shutting down
civil court, bringing over everybody fromthe jail just to
make sure you're relieving the nunbers over there. | nean,
Is that something that you really feel in the long runis
sonething you're really up to doing?

A | appreciate that question. | think nost people
-- and again, it's be careful what you wsh for. Mbst
peopl e have the ability to see grand concepts, grand

schenmes, handle, for instance, large conplex civil matters.
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And some people really like the mnutia of the day-to-day,
for lack of a better term grind. | nean, listening to a
hundred di scovery notions, listening to a hundred guilty
pleas in the course of a few days.

And | have al ways been -- based on both ny
prof essi onal background and nmy personality, |'mone of
those people that gets in there and gets the job done.
am nore than happy to do what needs to be done. And |
think that a | ot of those smaller tasks, because nobody
really wants to do them get pushed back or build up and so
t here becones a backl og.

| think that if you -- if you deal with and take
seriously the pretrial notions, the guilty pleas, various
and sundry ot her day-to-day al nost adm nistrative or
procedural matters, then it enables the larger nore conplex
things to get nore focused upon.

Q And | guess | understand the questions have been
asked several times, about not being somehow sucked into
ruling out of enpathy. But | guess the question is nmaybe
more fromjust purely the | egal and the experience
st andpoi nt, obviously you've got a tremendous anmount of
background dealing with a lot of the nore -- and | use this
very, very poorly, probably -- but kind of the cold
transactional stuff.

You know a | ot of the stuff that cones really
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deal s with human beings. You know, the personal injury
things, you know, they have a little different flavor to
them And | guess do you feel like the fact that you maybe
haven't handl ed as nuch of that type of stuff, you know,
may have an inpact in ternms of how you address those kinds
of cases?

A VWell, | think that my primary philosophy, and |
alluded to this earlier, is that the -- whether it be the
crimnal code sentencing guidelines, procedural and
evidentiary rules, | believe very much in there being a
framework. And the judge is the -- | don't want to say the
ringmaster of the circus, but certainly the guardian of
that framework.

And | think if you create a consistently applied
framework, the lawers, the litigants, the defendants
understand what that framework is going to be going
forward, it makes their job easier.

And, therefore, | have no problemw th not
substituting my own judgnent for the judgnment of the
Legislature -- legislators whose job it is to create what
Is a serious felony, how nuch time that sonebody is to be
serve -- is to serve and that sort of thing. That's not ny
job. M/ job is sinply to apply the facts that are given to
the | aw, that has been given to ne.

Q And | appreciate the answer. And, you know, |
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guess the last thing I'Il ask you is this: |If you go back
and you look in pretty nuch any area, both in the civil
side as well as on the crimnal side, case after case talks
about this extreme anobunt of deference that's given to the
discretion of the trial judge when it comes to so nany

I ssues, including sentencing, evidentiary issues many
tines.

So again, | guess that's really what |'mgetting
at is that sometimes it's just not right there in the book.
You know, it's going to have to kind of fall on you. And I
think one thing we've all tal ked about in the past is
havi ng experience, you know, in several areas in order to
basically say "been there done that."

And | understand, you know, you get what comes in
the door. And you got to nore or less focus on what's
there for you to do. So | guess the only question |'m
asking is: Do you seemto feel like you' re capable of going
I nto maybe sone of these unchartered waters that you

haven't ventured to in the past?

A | think ny husband is probably standing --
sitting behind nme, trying to laugh at how enpathetic | can
be. Honestly, with regard to solving -- | have no problem
maki ng decisions. | have no problem-- if there's a

reasonabl e | ogical basis for that decision, | am

confortable with that deci sion.
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| certainly understand your concern. And | think
that there are certainly tinmes that, that is a valid
concern. But, likewise, it's the sane thing with dealing
with a career solicitor, are they going to be synpathetic
to defendants? You don't know until you -- | nean, you
all's job is to figure out that person's character and see
If they're up to the task. O on the other side, a career
public defender, are they going to be harder on solicitors
just in that crimnal area?
And again, | wll say that certainly that's an
I ssue. The days of one horse/one | awer towns where the
guy did everything -- | nean, nobody really has that kind
of background anynore. There are certainly exceptions.
But | think you have to pick somebody who is going to be --
who has shown the ability to junp into different things and
rise to the challenge.
Q Thank you very nuch for your responses.
A Thank you, sir.
CHAI RMAN RANKI N:  Any ot her questions?
Senat or Young.
SENATOR YOUNG. Thank you, M. Chairnan.
EXAM NATI ON BY SENATOR YOUNG:
Q M's. Coker, thank you again for offering to serve
on the circuit court in South Carolina. Like

Representative Smth, | recall the screening that we did
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| ast year when you were a candidate in a prior race. And
sone of the questions that were asked of you then, | would
assume your answers would be the same. One of which is you
were asked in that screening about your sensitivity to the
chal l enges that face | awers who practice in small firnmns,
and being pulled fromone court to the next. Do you
remenber that |ine of questions?

A | believe we did. And | think ny response
centered around the fact that | amone of those |awers in
small firns. And | think it about a year or two ago, | had
-- | was nunber one in three different counties in nulti-
week juries, so I'mcertainly synpathetic to that.

Q And you did tell us about that. And | think you
also did qualify with your conments, and said that you al so
woul d be sensitive to making sure that attorneys did not
abuse any deference they mght be given due to their
smal | er practice and being pulled fromone place to the
next. And | assume you still stand by that.

A | do. And unfortunately there are fol ks that
like to kick that can down the road as |ong as possible.
and | don't think that's fair to the systemor the parties
on the other side. O their client, quite frankly.

Q Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. Very well.
EXAM NATI ON BY CHAI RVAN RANKI N:
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Q My question -- a couple of them | recall and
checked the transcript as well, but you are still |icensed

in Virginia, or an associate?

A | still amlicensed in Virginia. | took
vol untary associ ate status because none of nmy -- quite
frankly, none of ny CLES here transferred there. And they
require eighteen or twenty. And | was spending a very |ong
time, and a | ot of noney, trying to stay active in both.
Certainly, reactivating in Virginia is a week and a hundred
bucks.

Q As M. Hitchcock noted, you have brushed up on
South Carolina crimnal practice, you testified to working
with and shadowing M. Falk. But in your initial practice
in Virginia, you did a lot of crimnal work, correct?

A Wth regard to -- the Virginia Court of Appeals
Is set up slightly differently than the court of appeals
here. The Supreme Court basically gets to pick what cases
It wants directly. Mst of the civil appeals go directly
to the Virginia Supreme Court.

So | would say well over 90, if not 95 percent,
of the appeals that | saw and that | researched and drafted
opi nions upon and bench briefs were crimnal in nature.
There were some divorce cases, some admi nistrative things
that went directly to the Court of Appeals. But basically

all I did was crimnal work for two years.
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And | would also like to point out that while in
South Carolina, | also taught nmock trial at the collegiate
| evel , which was one year sem nar -- excuse ne -- one year
crimnal, one year civil, off and on each year.

Q But you also did that in D.C. with the police
depart nent.

A Correct. In a manner of speaking, | taught a
class at the D.C. Metro Police Acadeny, that was kind of
towards the end of the acadeny. It was in a nock trial
type of environnment to teach new -- or, hopefully, upcom ng
police officers how to conduct thenselves in a courtroom
some of the evidentiary law -- evidentiary rules that they
woul d be com ng up against, and how to answer questions,
what infornmation they needed to know.

So it was in part, a nock trial environment. But
also it was kind of a witness training-type class, for |ack
of a better term

Q Your husband, who is with you, you've introduced,
Is he an attorney?

A No.

Q And he is happy about that, it appears.

A Yes.

Q Let the record reflect he's smling broadly. The
| ast question: Who fed the horses this norning?

A | actually paid a friend of mne to feed the
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horses this norning, because it has been raining so hard
that |1've been having to go out there at nighttime. And |
said, "No."

Q Very wel |,

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. Unless there
are ot her questions.

(Hearing none.)

CHAI RVAN RANKI N Ms. Coker, thank you again
for comng up and participating in this process in your bid
for this position. You are rem nded of the rules that we
have here, that any violation of the spirit of the letter
of the ethics laws will be deened very serious and given
heavy deliberations. This record will renmain open until
the report of qualifications has been issued. And if
necessary we would call you back for clarification and
questions, etc. And we trust that will not happen with
you. But you're aware of that rule, correct?

M5. COKER  Yes, sir.

CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  Thank you and your husband
very much for comng, and for the friend for feeding the
horses this norning.

M5. COKER  Yes, sir. Thank you. And thank
you all for your time and your service to this Comm ssion.
(Candi dat e excused.)

VHEREUPQN,
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M CHELE PATRAO FORSYTHE, being duly sworn
and cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:
CHAI RVAN RANKI N You have got two documents
before you.
JUDGE FORSYTHE:  Yes, sir.
CHAI RMAN RANKI N:  Your PDQ and your sworn
statenent. Any additions? Deletions? Anything that needs
to be changed on those?
JUDGE FORSYTHE: No, sir.
CHAI RVAN RANKIN: I f you'll hand those to
Lindi. You have no objection to those being made part of
the record of your sworn statenent?
JUDGE FORSYTHE: | do not.
(EXH BIT NO._ 7/ - JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTI ON
COW SSI ON PERSONAL DATA QUESTI ONNAI RE OF
M CHELE PATRAO FORSYTHE)

(EXHIBIT NO. 8 - JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTI ON
COW SSI ON SWORN STATEMENT OF M CHELE PATRAO
FORSYTHE)

CHAI RVAN RANKI N You were screened here
when?

JUDGE FORSYTHE: Three years ago, Sir.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And that was for what

position?
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JUDGE FORSYTHE: Fam |y court.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Fami |y court. And that
was your first screening?

JUDGE FORSYTHE: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  So you are famliar with
this, but | have to put in the record each tinme. W have
t horoughly investigated your qualifications for your
el ection to a new position, the circuit court position.
And our inquiry is focused on nine evaluative criteria,
whi ch includes a ballot box survey, a check for economc
conflicts of interests, a thorough study of your
application materials, a study of previous screenings, and
a search of newspaper articles in which your name appears.
And |astly, a verification of your conpliance with the
state ethics | aws.

We have received no affidavits filed in
opposition to your canpaign or your election. No wtnesses
are present to testify, though |I know you have brought two
bodyguards with you. Wuld you like to introduce those
bodyguar ds?

JUDGE FORSYTHE: Certainly. This is ny
husband, Rob Forsythe. And this is ny dad, Joseph Patrao.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N Wl cone to both of you.
Patrao is spelled P-a --

JUDGE FORSYTHE: P-a-t-r-a-0. And the tilde
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over the "a" nakes it o-n.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  The court reporter wll
appreci ate that.

JUDGE FORSYTHE: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. Judge, you
have the opportunity to nake a brief opening statenent.

And you're not required to, you're not encouraged to. But
If you' d like to, you're certainly welconme. |f not, M.
Riley will ask you questions. You certainly are welcone to
do so if you like.

JUDGE FORSYTHE: |'mjust grateful to be
here. | really appreciate you all taking the tine. | know
that this is going to be a long set of days. And |'mjust
grateful for your service, so thank you

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  You're wel cone. M.

Riley.

M5. RILEY: Good norning, Judge Forsyt he.

JUDGE FORSYTHE: Good nor ni ng.

M5. RILEY: | will note for the record
before we begin, that based on the testinony contained in
t he candi date's PDQ whi ch has been included in the record,
with the candidate's consent, Judge Forsythe neets the
constitutional and statutory requirenents for this position
regardi ng age, residence and years of practice. And with

that, | will start with the first question.
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JUDGE FORSYTHE: Yes, na'am
EXAM NATI ON BY MS. RILEY:

Q Judge Forsythe, how do you feel your |egal and
prof essi onal experience thus far, including your recent
experience as a famly court judge, renders you qualified
and w || assist you to be an effective circuit court judge?

A Well, | think I'd like to start at the beginning,
and talk a little bit about ny experiences as an attorney.
| think | had the fortune of working in a small practice
that's one of -- | guess what forner Chief Justice
Pl ei cones calls the [ast of the general practitioners,
where you really handl ed as many types of cases with a
variety as you coul d, because you were a small-town
practice.

And in light of being able to do that, |
certainly spent a great deal of time in court such as the
magi strates court or the court of conmon pleas, the court
of general sessions, in the federal district court. And |
had this opportunity to do a variety of work, including ny
work on the famly court.

And that certainly gives you an idea of all the
variety of issues you mght conme across. But it's also a
tinme for education and a time to learn the areas that you
know you can master, the areas where you know you need good

co-counsel. But it was a great education. And |'mvery
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grateful to have had that type of experience in ny
practice, and to do it for twelve years before | took the
bench.

And then to be able to transition over to the
famly court and to utilize those experiences, to also know
what it takes to sit on the bench, to have the deneanor
required to handl e conpl ex issues, to know how to navigate
t hose issues, and also to know how to navigate the
litigants and the | awyers.

Candidly, | didn't know what kind of judge I
woul d be when | first started, or what ny tenperanment woul d
really be. And over time |'ve |learned that the calm
demeanor is the best way to go with [awers and litigants
alike. And | feel that all of those experiences conbined
led ne to file for this seat.

Q Thank you, Judge. Do you enjoy serving as a
famly court judge?

A | Tove it. | love the work. And it comes really
fromworking with people, starting to understand that
really people are the centerpiece of the judicial process.
The | aw comes next, of course, and being well versed in the
law is inportant. And I love the work that | do on the
bench.

And |'ve been lucky that the Chief Justice has

allowed me to participate in other areas working with the
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Language Access Task Force, serving on the National Counci
of Juvenile and Fam |y Court Judges, and doing those other
types of work that allow me to sort of have a conplete

pi cture.

Q Thank you. So ny next question would be: Wy do
you want to transition fromthe famly court bench to the
circuit court?

A Well, this is not what | woul d have antici pated
to happen at all. And this is a noment in time for ne,
that took some soul searching, deciding whether it was
something that | was willing to do.

One of the things about the circuit court that is
alittle bit different fromthe famly court is that you
give up even nore anonymty as a citizen. And so | really
took some time to think about that, and | talked to ny
fam |y about it.

But it really comes down to service. And three
years ago when | was here, | tal ked about my commtnent to
serving a state that had given ne so nmuch. And | continue
to stand by that. | amso fortunate to be here. Daina,
you know, you and | tal ked about this, but I have to pinch
mysel f that | ama |awer, a judge.

|"ma first generation American. And, you know,
my dad is here sort of trying to get a lay of the land. He

had a hard time processing that | was a judge. | renmenmber
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at my investiture, himlooking at me and saying, "l don't
understand. This is for you?"

And | can appreciate where |'ve come from but |
al so appreciate how nuch | need to give back. And this is
the state and the place that has given ne so nany
opportunities, so | don't want to waste opportunities. And
|'mgrateful to be able to just put nyself out there.

Q Thank you. Judge Forsythe, the Conm ssion
recei ved 323 ball ot box surveys regardi ng your candi dacy,
with 45 additional comments. The ballot box survey, for
exanpl e, contained the follow ng positive comments:

"Judge Forsythe is a wonderful famly court judge
and woul d make a val uable addition to the 9th Crcuit
bench. Unost integrity. Effective menber of the
judiciary as a famly court judge and would carry forward
in the same way as a circuit court judge."

And finally, "In the short time that Judge
Forsythe has been on the famly court bench, she has shown
that she is conpetent, engaged and willing to take al
matters very seriously. She has nmade a difference in the
lives of many famlies, and her interests in DJJ cases has
affected the lives of many children in a positive way."

| believe that may -- and | believe they neant to
say "she may actually be better suited for the circuit

court bench, as she will bring that engagenent to sone of
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the nmost difficult crimnal and civil cases that are
processed through our court system It would be a loss to
the famly court but a benefit to the people of South
Carolina at large."

Ten of the witten comments expressed concerns.
The first concern indicated that you |ack the requisite

experience for this seat. How would you respond to this

concern?
A | can appreciate that concern. |'mnot sure that
the person knows ny background, perhaps. | think it's

really easy to paint the picture of a lawer in famly
court, and not know that you can transition fromhaving a
famly court hearing on a Monday norning, to a plea in

general sessions on a Monday afternoon.

|'"ve tried nurder cases. |'ve tried wongful
death cases. |'ve gone to the 4th Crcuit Court of Appeals
on cases. |'ve tried forfeiture cases in the Federa

District Court of Appeals.

And so | feel pretty confident in ny strengths.
But | have to honor that, that person has their opinion.
And | have to respect that. |'malways working to inprove.
| don't think you ever stop learning in this profession,
and certainly not on the bench where the lawis apt to
change any day.

Q The second group of concerns questioned your
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tineliness and organi zation. \Wat response would you of fer
to this concern?

A We tal ked about that. | think there was sone
concern about court having a delay. That is not a surprise
to nme. | don't have a designated court reporter, so | have
on any given week about four to five court reporters com ng
fromall over the state to sit with ne.

Just last week, ny court reporter canme from
Geenville. She was running behind, of course, stuck on I-
26. | had another court reporter fromthe Pee Dee the next
day. So we will start late because we're waiting for the

court reporter.

As far as organization, that is -- I'mnot sure
what they nean. |'mprobably a little over the top in
being organized in ny daily life and -- | have to be. W

have a 9-year-old, ny husband's in | aw enforcenent, we have
el derly parents, and we have to juggle it all with a
schedule. So we try to be really organized and conci se.
And ny husband sonetines says "to a fault."

Q Thank you, Judge. A final concern indicated your
prejudi ce against pro se litigants. What response would
you offer to this concern?

A | was really surprised by that. | have thought a
| ot about that, and | have to honor that thought process as

well. Wen | first started on the bench, particularly in

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N oo o B~ W N

N T N N S T N N o e =
g A W N P O © O N oo o A W N P, O

PROCEEDINGS
Page 38

famly court, and | was trained by some of the ol der judges
the idea was that pro se litigants who are involved in
their cases really run at their own peril, and should have
attorneys present.

And so the thought process was to just et them
try their case, and if their case didn't neet the burden
then you just didn't honor their case. Over tine, | cane
to learn that, that wasn't really productive. And that's
not really giving people access to justice.

Last year at the National Judicial College, when
| went to the General Jurisdiction School we had a | ot of
di scussi on about pro se litigants. And what |'ve cone to
sort of conclude on ny own is, that you really have to
stretch as a judge in order to give pro se litigants access
to justice. That doesn't nean that you performtheir case
for them but you certainly work hard to make sure they
under stand the process.

And al so within your code of conduct -- within
the judicial code of conduct you're naking sure that you
are educating them as well as nmoving the case al ong
efficiently. And that's a real key.

| think that one of nmy strengths often is being
able to communicate with the litigants so that they don't
have frustration, they're well educated by the tine they

| eave, they know what they have to do if they don't get the
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result or if they don't have finality to their case.

But I'll also say that all of the pro se
litigants that cone in front of me are usually having final
divorces. | wite their orders for themjust to elimnate
any confusion.

Q Judge Forsythe, you indicated in your PDQ and
your SLED report indicated that a lawsuit was filed agai nst
you in 2016, | believe in the magistrates court of
Charl eston County, by Stephen Al benesius. Please correct
me if | mspronounced that. Could you please explain the
nature or disposition of this |awsuit?

A Sure. M dad owns a house on Folly Beach, and
M. Al benesius was a tenant there. That |ease had been in
exi stence for probably about -- I'd say eight years. M.
Al benesi us was maybe not the best tenant. He was one of
many within the house. He shot a hole through a w ndow.

And so he -- the rental conpany noved for
eviction. And which they did, they proceeded with the
eviction. He never really got to see ny father, but it was
my father's decision to evict him And he assunmed, know ng
that we live out towards Folly Beach, that my husband and |
were the owners.

And so he filed a lawsuit which was subsequently
ended just because he realized we were the wong party and

there was no need to continue. It was resolved essentially
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by agreement. And there was no noney paid of any kind. It
was di sm ssed.

MS. RILEY: | will note that the Low Country
Ctizens Commttee reported Judge Forsythe as well
qualified in ethical fitness, professional and academ c
ability, character, reputation, experience and judicial
tenperanent, and qualified in constitutional qualifications
of physical health and nental stability.

The Low Country Citizens Conmttee conmmented
that Judge Forsythe is happy, well adjusted, self-aware and
enpat heti c.

BY M5. RILEY:

Q Now, |'mjust going to ask you a few housekeepi ng
questi ons.

A Yes, ma' am

Q Are you aware that as a judicial candidate, you
are bound by the Code of Judicial Conduct as found in Rule
501 of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules?

A Yes.

Q Since submtting your letter of intent have you
contacted any nembers of the Comm ssion about your
candi dacy?

A. No.

Q Since submtting your letter of intent have you

sought or received the pledge of any |egislator either
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prior to this date or pending the outcome of your
screeni ng?

A No.

Q Are you famliar with Section 2-19-70, including
the limtations on contacting nmenbers of the Genera
Assenbl y regardi ng your screening?

A Yes.

Q Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assembly on your behalf, or are you
awar e of anyone attenpting to intervene in this process on
your behal f?

A No.

Q Have you received and do you understand the
Commi ssion's guidelines on pledging and South Carolina Code
Section 2-19-70(E)?

A Yes.

M5. RILEY: M. Chairman, | would note for
the record that any concerns raised during the
I nvestigation by staff regarding the candidate were
I ncorporated into the questioning of the candidate today.
And with that | have no further questions.

CHAI RMAN RANKI N Thank you. Representative
Smi t h.

REPRESENTATI VE SM TH.  Thank you, M.

Chai r man.
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EXAM NATI ON BY REPRESENTATI VE SM TH

Q Judge, good morni ng.

A Good morning, sir.

Q Let ne just talk to you a little bit about -- |
think what | was hearing is, obviously you' ve been in
famly court and you' ve been on the bench for about three
years. And | know there's crimnal practice that comes
along with that. But | think you said -- kind of help ne
with what crimnal practice you had in private practice
before you took the bench.

A Yes, sir. In private practice | represented
crimnal defendants in cases such as DUI's all the way up to
murder. You'll see in nmy PDQ that one of ny |ast cases was
a murder case. | think | was the fifth attorney appointed
to that case

That case was ready to go to trial. It was two
co-def endants who were charged with nmurder in a drug dea
that had gone wong, and ny client was facing serious tine.
He had a previous crimmnal history in Florida, that
I ncluded an attenpted nurder charge. During the course of
that case, he decided to cooperate with the state and
ultimately did testify against his co-defendant.

He ended up, | think, being sentenced to five
years suspended to three. And ultinately he was rel eased.

He had spent his entire tine incarcerated at the Charleston
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County Detention Center, because he was not eligible for
bond in light of his previous crimnal history.

|'"ve also represented -- | had anot her nurder
case that did go to trial in Berkeley County, that was a
case where we comrenced the trial. Utimtely, the
evi dence was pretty conpelling; my client left his cel
phone at the scene and he ended up entering a plea.

At that point he was sentenced pretty seriously.
He received sixty years on the nurder and twenty-five on
the burglary first. Utinately, those were initially
consecutive sentences. After a notion to reconsider, they
were concurrent.

|'"ve represented folks in federal court.
I ncluding here in Colunmbia, Gady Query and | represented -
- unbelievably, | didn't even realize they were stil
around when | was younger -- the Hells Angels. W had a
client who was one of the head of the Hells Angels in the
Low Country area, and he had very stiff penalties and
ultimately entered a plea, not before having left the
United States and then returning.

So I've had a variety. Sonetimes they're just
DU's. Sonmetimes they're the nore conplicated cases. |'ve
al so represented folks in crimnal sexual conduct cases.
Sonetimes those blend into Department of Social Services

cases as well, there's usually two actions that cone with
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t hat .

Q How woul d you bal ance your sentencing in crimnal
cases? | mean, obviously, you approach it fromthe -- your
experiences in the defense side. But, you know, | think
everyone who does any type of work, whether the solicitor
or the defense, obviously knows how the courtroom works.

But how are you going to bal ance your sentencing
with, you know, first time offenders or nonviol ent
of fenders and -- you know, against -- you know, with the --
| guess what |'m concerned about is, you know, you're
sentencing first time nonviolent offenders, where it
relates to, you know, victins who are demanding -- as
you' ve probably seen, is victins who have sonething stolen
fromthemand they want themto go to jail. And, you know,
sonetines | see pressures on judges to satisfy victins and
satisfy newspapers as opposed to what | think, you know,
all of us know something has to be -- you know, the
sentence that's appropriate for the crine.

And, you know, it seens to ne, sonetinmes it's
getting nmore and nore difficult for judges who face
scrutiny, either in the newspapers or through criticisns
within the | aw enforcement or victimcomunity or vice
versa on the defense side, if you give out too harsh
sentences. You know, how are you going to balance all that

If you're elected to this position?
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A Vell, | think first and forenost it starts with a
| aw. And, you know, we're an -- we're an interesting
state, the way we bal ance our sentences. You're always
| ooking at mtigation. | sort of cone froma varied
approach. You know, ny husband's a | aw enforcement officer
and | was a crimnal defense attorney. |'ve always had
that thought of bal ance.

"1l tell you, just as an aside, you know, when
was a little kid -- my dad had spent a lot of tine trying
to leave Spain. So when | was a little kid he woul d shake
when we woul d get pulled over for speeding. And so |
al ways think about those conplexities. For just people in
general, | try to look at the person and bal ance the
per son.

But when you're looking at the lawin this state,
| mean, there are -- there are certain things you can and
cannot do. It cones down to honoring the victins and
letting themsay what they need to say. Sonetines it's
just a question of saying what needs to be said at a
hearing, say it's at the sentencing, and then al so | ooking
at the nature of the crime, the history of the defendant.

Judge M chael Duffy, who's the retired Federal
District Court judge used to always tell us how -- we don't
do this so much in circuit court, but when you | ook at the

sentenci ng sheets and when you're | ooking at the pre-
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sentence investigation report, you' re |ooking at the
hi story of the individual.

It's really the person that's commtted the
crime. And you have to understand where they come from and
hear the evidence as it's been presented, hear the argunent
fromtheir counsel, respect all of the people that are in
the process because they really are there to be engaged.
That requires the judge to really be engaged in the
process, to really think about what's going on, and honor
t he victins.

We don't talk about it very much, but in juvenile
court we have the same sort of issues where victins want to
be heard. They don't necessarily understand the nature of
juvenile court, and they don't understand the restorative
practices that go with it, but oftentimes they want the
full est sentence. And it comes down to educating the
victim putting it on the record, explaining what the |aw
provides for, and then follow ng the |aw.

Q As it relates to recomendations -- obviously,
you have experience in this, and solicitor and defense
attorney generally get together and say, you know, "Wl
recommend a sentence of five years." And to the judge is -
- and, you know, it's not binding fromthe judge as you
know.

And so at that point, if you feel |ike the
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puni shnent -- the recomrendation doesn't fit the crine, and
you have difficulty with the recommendation. whether you
want to sentence |less or nore, are you going to -- you

know, do you believe you should just sentence what you
feel? O do you allow -- would you allow the defendant to
say, "l can't follow the sentence and allow you to wthdraw
your plea. | just wanted to |et you know'?

WIIl you give himsonme advance warning if you
have trouble with the sentence or the recommendation? O
woul d you just sentenced then?

A A lot goes into a negotiated plea. GCenerally,
the prosecution has talked to the victinms, counsel for the
def endant has tal ked to the defendant. They've gone
t hrough the colloquy, they know exactly what to expect.

And the last thing a judge wants to do is get in
the way. And |'ve certainly seen it happen in plea court.
If it were something that | would feel so strongly in a
certain way, | would definitely allow themto w thdraw
their plea.

This is their process. This is -- you all are
el ected by the people. | serve your people. And this is
the people's process. You can't take that away fromthem
You have to honor the fact that you are sinply there to do
your work. And | don't want to get in anyone's way, and |

don't think it's appropriate to blind-side |awers when
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they have negotiated a plea agreenent.

Q In regards to the civil aspect of it, you know,
if I recall, I think you and | discussed when you were
running for judgeship a few years ago, you practiced mainly
on the plaintiff's side?

A That's correct.

Q And you handl ed a nunmber of cases fromcar wecks
to nedical malpractice, if I recall correctly.

A Yes, sir.

Q Al right.

A And sone defense cases, too, we would represent
some small businesses. | had a case with -- two cases with
Judge Newnan, one week we were -- we were the plaintiff,
and the next week | showed up as the defendant in a
construction litigation case. And he told ne | was
standing at the wong table. And | had to explain to him
that, no, | was not standing at the wong table, | was
representing one of the sheetrocking conpanies.

And so on we went with our case. But we did a
little bit of both, but nostly it was plaintiffs practice.
That's correct.

Q And you attended, | presune, sufficient notion
hearings and non-jury and everything in-between?

A Yes, sir.

Q As a famly court judge, |'msure you experience
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this fromtime to time, you know, there's an order of
priority in the appellate court rules of courts, and -- you
know, but every once in a while sonmebody's got -- or
sonmebody's got nmgistrate court trial scheduled. How do
you bal ance that with the need to di spose of your cases on
your docket ?

A | actually have that same issue. The beginning
of Decenber, | have been tasked with disposing of a
Beauf ort County case. And one of the |awyers has conflicts
the first two weeks of that -- the first two days of that
week for trial he has a federal case and then he has a
state court case.

You just -- you have to honor it. You talk with
the | awers and work through it, look at the clerk's
docket, talk to the clerk of court, and find out if you can
start the case. You have to acconmodate the | awyers. You
know, they're working really hard.

You' ve got to bal ance that docket. They know
when you want to nove a case, and they understand there are
going to be tines where you have to. But for the nobst part
It should be fairly easy to navigate working your cases and
honoring that |awers have other conflicts. Those are
unavoi dable. And they have to protect their clients'

I nterests.

Q Soif inthe priority list, | guess if you're in
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circuit court or a famly court case, and soneone says,
"Judge, | have a magistrate court case, we've had it for a
while, | need to dispose of it, your court takes priority,"
how do you handle that? Do you al ways keep your case?

A Vell, |'d say, "Wat tine can you get here?" You
know, sometines on a notions roster in circuit court,
you've got a little bit of flexibility. If you' ve got a
trial set in circuit court, you kind of have to go with the
trial. It's going to have priority. It really depends on
what kind of case you have. |If it's a nagistrates --

Q Certainly, you're aware that trials don't -- how
dockets fall through, and problems in trying to bal ance all
that. | nean, | guess that's what |'mtrying to understand
IS you're nunber ten on a roster, that generally --
sonetines you wake up Monday norning and find yourself

nunber one, or a Friday afternoon.

And how do you -- how are you going to bal ance
peopl e who have got plans -- |'ve got to appear on Tuesday
that's been schedul ed forever, |I've got to go take a

deposition out of state? You know, is the court going to
take priority? O are you going to work with the
attorneys?

A | think it depends. And | think that's a fair
question. First of all if you're going to have cases on --

starting on Monday, on Friday you'll have gone through that
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docket with a pretrial conference, and know what the first
fifteen to twenty cases | ook |ike.

Q But they settle sonetimes, don't they --

A They do settle.

Q You' ve experienced cases where there's no way in
the world it's ever going to settle, and Friday about four
0'clock the attorney in that case says, "@uess what, we
settled.”

A That's absolutely right. And the beauty of e-
mai | nowadays -- and |'ve had that happen in famly court,
where you've got a trial docket. You have a A case, a B
case and a C case, which nmeans A has priority it starts; A
has settled on to B; B settles on Mnday afternoon on to C
You have to keep the lawyers informed. You have to keep
the | awyers inforned so they know that this is happening.

But you're going to have to nove that docket.
And it depends on what kind of case they have. It depends
on what opposing counsel says. It depends on the issues,
Is there prejudice. You need to |ook at what the issues
are in the case. And people have experts they've lined up,
they've flown experts fromout of the state into your
county, and you've got to respect the fact that sonetines
trial has to happen.

Q If you have a case on the roster, how do you

handl e attorneys who both agree we need a continuance or --
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do you ever interject and say, you know, "This case is old
and we need to get it noving?" | know you've got a tine
limt over in famly court that you' ve got to dispose of
cases, but | guess that would be nore appropriate for
circuit court.

Do you kind of supercede the agreenent of the
parties as it relates to whether they want to continue the
case and ask to be schedul ed next ternf

A | think it also depends on the issues too. |If
they have an agreenent it nust -- you' ve got to find out
the details. And | always appreciated having the Friday
pretrial conferences. In Charleston County, people appear
by tel ephone, they appear online, or they appear in person.

| al ways thought appearing in person was nore
effective, you could explain everything that's going on to
the judge. And it's your opportunity to start talking to
opposi ng counsel seriously about all of the other issues.

You know, if you've got a conplex case, you've
got to nove that case. Because you know that, that
requires significant court tinme. Wat you don't want is
for the docket to fall apart. Sonetines it does.

In circuit court, | think that happens nore often
than in famly court because we've got a daily docket, and
circuit court's docket runs a little bit differently.

Q My experience of late is -- as the Chairnman was
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tal king about with another candidate, is that, you know,
ADR is taking care of nost of the trials these days. And
it seens like if when cormon pleas starts, it generally
falls apart Friday -- the Friday before or a Monday after
the roster neeting.

And so it's really depending whether the judge
says, "lI'mhere. The case isn't continuing. And although
you all have an agreenent, we're ready to start."

And so, you know, | think you're going to face
some of those issues if you' re successful in your
candi dacy.

A And | think you're right. And | think you' ve got
to wei gh noving the docket with prejudice to the litigants.
Utinately, they're the -- they' re the reason that court
exi sts. And so you -- | think you establish that early on.
The [awyers, of course they need to nove cases too. They
don't want things sitting forever.

And | think that's -- you weigh that bal ance in
meki ng clear that the docket needs to nove forward, but
al so making clear that there are -- if there are agreenments
between counsel, if there are certain scheduling issues, if
there are experts that can't cone that week, you've got to
-- you've got to honor that too. You' ve got to make it
wor K.

Q And |astly, you know, | think we have -- we
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tal ked often enough here about quality of life for
attorneys, and we have these discussions with the court --
wth the Supreme Court and, you know, we -- fromtine to
tine we all have our personal conflicts where you get
called for a notion here, and you've got a child's soccer
gane or an award cerenmony or sonething to that effect.

Do you accommodat e those attorneys who request
sone leniency to |l eave court early or be a little late for
events like that? O does the case again take precedence
over famly events?

A You nmean, with other |awers asking for
permssion? | think that depends. There are always ways
to work in time. But you got to run court. You've got to
start it. But quality of life and mental health issues go
even beyond scheduling famly events.

You know, there are attorneys who have issues.
| f you know sonmething is going on, you' ve got to

- you've got to nake the effort to reach out to them and
make sure they're okay.

| had a | awyer whose husband passed away | ast
year, and it was clear that she was struggling. | brought
her into ny office, | followed the rules of judicial
conduct, and tal ked to her and al so got her some services.

And | sit on the Conmission for Mental Health in

Charl eston County, we've started our own program dealing
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with | awers and nental health.

It's always a bal ance. But everybody knows t hat
you're here to do your job and that court comes first. |If
there's sonething that doesn't necessarily need to be heard
at ten o'clock, and can be heard at 10:45 or eleven, |I'm
there. |'mnot going anywhere. So | can make
accommodations in certain instances, if it's sonething
that's really, really inportant. And that assunes that
opposi ng counsel agrees.

Q Al right. Thank you, Judge. Appreciate your
responses.

A Yes, sir.

CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  Al'l right. Oher
questions? Senator Young.

SENATOR YOUNG. Thank you, M. Chairnan.
EXAM NATI ON BY SENATOR YOUNG

Q Judge, thank you for being here.

A Thank you, Senator.

Q Thank you for you interest in continuing your
service to the state and to the judicial system possibly
in a different capacity. One question | have is -- and |
know Representative Smth asked you some of this, and
just want to be real clear for the record.

Lawyers who practice in circuit court many times,

and actually in famly court, come fromsmaller practices,
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they appear in nultiple courts in different counties, nany
tinmes on the same day when they have hearings. And
sometinmes there is conflicts that arise and they're trying
to -- in their scheduling. And how sensitive are you to
that in working with the lawers fromthe smaller firns to
try to schedule the matter to accommodate those conflicts?
A |'"mvery sensitive toit. | certainly
experienced it comng froma snmall practice. And in
Charl eston, of course, you know, you could be in Charleston
County, Berkeley County, and Dorchester County all in the
sane day. You have to -- you have to make accommodati ons
for |awers.

And it doesn't necessarily mean | awyers com ng
fromsmall practices. Lawers are just going to have
scheduling conflicts. Mre and nore in our court system
we have nore terns of court and not |ess. W have
different types of court going on, and it's just sort of
Inevitable that there are going to be conflicts.

If I'"mmade aware of those conflicts, | always
try to fit people into ny schedule. Even nowif there's a
conflict on a hearing early on in the week, if | look at ny
docket and find a way to make it work, we'll hear it at
anot her time.

Cenerally, | have found that nost of the

attorneys do a great job of working together to discuss
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those conflicts early on, and they make us aware early on
about the conflicts, so we're able to navigate nore easily.

Q Thank you for that response. And another
question | had is related to your current service on the
famly court and your interest in moving to the circuit
court. It's ny recollection that you were elected in the
2016 Ceneral Assenbly?

A That's correct.

Q You ascended to the court after your election in
20167

A That's right.

Q | went back and | read the transcript fromthe
2015 Judicial Merit Selection Comm ssion screening, and one
of the questions that was asked of you in that hearing was
whet her or not you were looking to use famly court -- |
think it was -- frankly it was asked did you view the
famly court as a stepping stone to the circuit court, and
your response was that you felt that the issues at the
famly court were ones that you were passionate about, and
that you viewed those |egal issues as being fascinating.

Has anything changed or -- just elaborate on your

Interest in noving fromthe famly court to the circuit
court.

A Not hi ng has changed. | love my work. And | |ove

the famly court. Certainly, this position's opening was
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conpl etely unexpected. And if you know the circuit court
bench in Charleston, we have young judges -- younger
judges. So this opening is a nonment in tine.

And | thought very carefully before | put my nane
in this race. For obvious reasons, one is certainly |'ve
spent two and a half years as a famly court judge. |'m
grateful for that opportunity, and continue to earn your
grace in my being there. | know that.

And putting nyself out there to run for the
circuit court to me, quite frankly, can be a little
frightening and daunting. [I'mnot a creature of change. |
ama creature of habit. But the issues in the famly court
are just as inportant and just as fascinating as the issues
inthe circuit court.

And so this monment is sonething that | wanted to
honor and be able to say, "Well, if it's open, | don't want
to have any regrets.”

| certainly would love to serve on the circuit
court, because ny passion for the issues are the sane. |
t hought about that, Senator Young, and thought about
whet her | could still do the work that I"'mdoing in the
famly court. The work that | do with juvenile justice,
work that I'mdoing with human trafficking, would it inpact
my ability to do that work on the circuit court, did | need

nore time to focus there. And |I'mnot sure.
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' m passionate about the law. And if you
remenber in that transcript, | noted that I was a reluctant
| aw student in the beginning. But over tine it has really
grown to me, and | have really grown to it. And | Dbelieve
that my energy and nmy engagenent on the bench in the famly
court would be useful in the circuit court.

| don't think of it as a stepping stone at all,
because the issues are so different. But | definitely
think that what the circuit court judges need, and what
many of them have, is the ability to engage, to push
forward

And the bench is changing. W're younger. W're
more energized. W want to work nore. W are wanting to
work harder. W're interested in the issues. And we also
know t hat the Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court | ooks
to us and expects certain things of us. And | like that
chal lenge. That's what |'m about.

Q How woul d you characterize your judicia
phil osophy in terns of the application of the lawto the
facts?

A Do you nmean in terns of strict construction,
Senat or ?

Q If that's -- if that's what your phil osophy is.

A | think | -- I think I look at it alittle bit
differently. | think you have to follow the [aw, because
Garber Reporting
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that is what the General Assenbly expects. So the statutes
give you | eeway when they do. And when they nake cl ear
that you don't have nmuch discretion, you don't.

There are areas of law, even in the famly court,
that are evolving and changing. And we have to be really
careful when we rule on those issues, to not step outside
of our authority.

| think it depends on the issue, really. | need
to-- if | had sone specificity, | would know. But the
purpose of the courts is to apply the lawto the facts and
to render a just decision. Sonetines that's outside of a
circuit court judge's purview, because you're just holding
court and making sure that the jury gets all of the
information, all of the evidence. And they are rendering a
verdict.

But when it cones to |ooking in at a notions
practice, |'"mvery careful. and | amvery careful to |ook
at the law as it has been witten, and also to | ook at the
case law to know what the interpretation truly is. Because
you don't want to get sidetracked and you don't want to
create new | aw unless the terns of justice so require.

There are times where that's going to happen.

And in history, that certainly has happened. But those
moments are few and far between.

Q So you envision certain circunstances where a
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circuit judge would need to try to create new | aw?
A No, sir. No, sir.
Q | just wanted to nake sure | understood what you

wer e sayi ng.

A No, sir.

Q Are you famliar with the 13th Juror Doctrine?

A Yes, | am

Q Did you have any experience with that in the --
In your private practice?

A | never had any experience with that in ny
private practice. | think judges are reluctant, and
rightly so, to step into the jury box. The jury speaks for
the people. And we have so few jury trials now, that we
have to honor the fact that these are the people that serve
and they collect the facts.

| don't know that it's in the province of the
judge to take away a verdict. Now, the 13th Juror Doctrine
contenplates that if there is no possible way that, that
verdi ct shoul d exist, because it is so prejudicial in sone
way, SO capricious, they certainly can step in.

' mnot aware of that happening recently. And
that would be -- have to be sonmething that is just so
egregious. | certainly wouldn't do it sua sponte.

Q Thank you for your responses.

A Yes, sir.
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CHAI RVAN RANKI N Representative Mirphy.
REPRESENTATI VE MJURPHY:  Thank you, M,
Chai r man.
EXAM NATI ON BY REPRESENTATI VE MURPHY
Q Judge Forsythe, wel cone.
A Thank you, sir.
Q Good to see you again. The only question | have,
Judge Forsythe, is when |ooking at the 9th Judici al
Grcuit, how would you answer the concern that the citizens
of Berkeley County will not have a resident judge? And a
resi dent judge being soneone that actually lives in the
comunity, raises their famly in the community, is in tune
with the community and their val ues.

Wien we | ook at the 9th Grcuit, the two resident
judges currently Judge Jefferson and Judge Young live in
Charl eston County. The overwhel m ng nunber of candi dates
that are running for this 9th Crcuit seat live in
Charl eston and not Berkeley. And when Judge Dennis
retires, even though he's been there twenty-sonething years
everybody thinks of himas a resident judge, he's actually
an at-large judge.

A | know.
Q So there's going to be an opening, a void there.
How woul d you answer that concern for the citizens of

Ber kel ey County, that they will not have a resident judge
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or their own judge, so to speak.

A Well, I'Il start by saying this, that | think
everybody hopes that Markley Dennis will stay as a retired
judge. But certainly he will --

Q Vel |, the Chief Justice is basically ending that
program so to speak.

A But the Chief Justice also said that hoped t hat
Judge Dennis woul d stay on as a retired judge because of
his work with the CJCC. And so | honor the people of
Berkel ey County. And | understand that predicanent.

| think the best way to see it, if | were to be
successful, were to spend as nuch time as necessary in
Berkel ey County. M first nurder case was in Berkel ey
County. I'mdeeply tied to the people there, to that
courthouse. | think that it is a legitimte concern. And
| understand that.

One of the things that | think can aneliorate
that is honoring the fact that they need to have a judge
there, that, that judge needs to be approachable, that the
Berkel ey County Bar, of which | was a nmenber of for several
years, needs to have a connection to the court, and to nmake
sure that their cases are noved. | understand that
concern. | certainly do.

Q Thank you, Judge.

A Yes, sir.
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CHAI RVAN RANKI N Any ot her questions?
(Hearing none.)

CHAI RMAN RANKIN: | want to go into
executive session, real quick, Judge, with you remaining
with us, to take up a quick matter. Do | have a second to
that notion?

REPRESENTATI VE MURPHY: | second.

MR SAFRAN.  Second.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Al'l right.

(Of the record from12:44 p.m to 12:33 p.m)

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. Ladies and
CGentl eman, thank you all. The Judicial Merit Sel ection
Commi ssion is now back on the record. And for the record,
|"'d like to state that while therein, we did not have any
votes. And no decisions were nade during that session.
And now we're back on the record. Any further questions
for Judge Forsythe?

(Hearing none.)

CHAI RMAN RANKI N:  Judge, thank you very mnuch
for your willingness to again serve our state --

JUDGE FORSYTHE: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  -- and to offering for
candidacy in this position itself. This concludes this
portion of the screening process. And you are rem nded,

t hough, of our efforts to abide by the |aw.
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JUDGE FORSYTHE: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N And the eval uative
criteria, which |ikew se, expects you as a candidate to
abide by the spirit and the letter of the South Carolina
ethics laws. Any violation or appearance of inpropriety
woul d be deenmed serious and potentially deserving of very
heavy wei ght and deliberations. You're nodding your head
in affirmation of this.

JUDGE FORSYTHE: Yes, sir. | understand
t hat .

CHAI RMAN RANKIN: | know that you know this
record will remain open until the final report of
qualifications is issued. W would call you back if the
need were to arise, which we trust will not happen in your
case.

JUDGE FORSYTHE: | understand that.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Thank you very much. And
t hank you, Father, and husband of the judge for joining
her. And, Dad, I'Il tell you specifically, it's got to be
an honor to sit there and to hear the accol ades that your
daughter has earned. So thank you all for being here.

JUDGE FORSYTHE: Thank you, also. |
appreciate this opportunity. |'mvery honored to be here.
Thank you.

(Candi dat e excused.)
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CHAI RVAN RANKI N The Honor abl e St ephen
Harris, you, sir, if you will please raise your right hand.
VWHEREUPON,
THE HONORABLE W STEPHEN HARRI'S, JR, being
duly sworn and cautioned to speak the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth, testifies as foll ows:
CHAI RVAN RANKI N Thank you. And we
appreci ate your being here, and your willingness to offer
for this position. You have before you, two docunents that
you generated for us, the PDQ and the sworn statement; is
that correct?
JUDGE HARRI'S:  Yes, sir.
CHAI RVAN RANKI N Any changes that need to
be made to those two?
JUDGE HARRI'S:  No, none.
CHAI RMAN RANKIN: Do you have any objection
to those being made a part of the record here today?
JUDGE HARRI'S:  No obj ecti on.
CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  If you'll hand those to
Li ndi .
(EXHIBIT NO. 9 - JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTI ON
COWM SSI ON PERSONAL DATA QUESTI ONNAI RE OF THE
HONORABLE W STEPHEN HARRI' S, JR.)

(EXHIBIT NO._10 - JUDI CIAL MERI' T SELECTI ON
COW SSI ON SWORN STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE W
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STEPHEN HARRI'S, JR.)

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  You are aware of our
efforts to thoroughly investigate your candi dacy and
qual i fications, and that we focus on nine evaluative
criteria. |'msure you know those. For the record, we
| ook at your ballot box survey, a thorough study of your
application materials, a study of previous screenings, a
check for economc conflicts of interest, a search of
newspaper articles in which your name appears, and a
verification of your conpliance with the state ethics |aws.

W' ve received no affidavits filed in
opposition to your election, and no witnesses are here to
testify. You are it. And you, sir, are welcone to make a
very brief opening statenent if you'd like. You're not
required to do so.

JUDGE HARRI'S: Yes, sir. Thank you. First
of all, I'd like to thank everybody for allowing me this
opportunity, and everybody for being here. | knowthis is
-- you know, public service is an inportant part of this.
And that's one reason |'m happy to be here.

My support teamis unfortunately in first
grade and pre-K, so they're not here today. And so they're
not here today. But, you know, | want to especially thank
Rol and and Lindi, who have been -- this is ny first tine

through this. They've made it a lot easier -- and M.
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Crawford too -- a lot easier than | thought it was going to
be. It's been a pleasurable experience.

And, you know, | just want to thank you all for
giving ne the opportunity to serve the Bar and serve the

State of South Carolina as a possible circuit judge.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Very well. Rol and, take
It away.

MR, FRANKLIN:.  Thank you, M. Chairnan.
Good afternoon, M. Harris. | note for the record that

based on the testinony contained in the candidate's PDQ
whi ch has been included in the record with the candidate's
consent, WIIliam Stephen Harris, Jr. nmeets the
constitutional and statutory requirenents for this position
regardi ng age, residence and years of practice.
EXAM NATI ON BY MR, FRANKLI N:

Q M. Harris, how do you feel your |egal and
prof essi on experience thus far renders you qualified and

wi || assist you to be an effective circuit court judge?

A That's a good question. | got here on a
different path than nost people would. | didn't go
straight to | aw school out of college. | noved to Los

Angeles, California. And | was a small-town M ssissipp
guy going there for a town of twelve and a half mllion --
a city of twelve and a half mllion people.

| think that, that experience in doing sales,
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outside sales, which is, you know, calling on other people
and getting in front of the people, taught me the -- you
know, when you're with twelve and a half mllion people,
you | earn enpathy, you learn about every type of wal k of
life.

And | think that really hel ped ne in becomng the
man | am today, and becom ng the person | amtoday, and
under standi ng other people and their needs and what --
that, you know, every person in the world is different.

In ny time -- the one -- a couple things in ny
career, that | believe has nmade me an ideal person for a
job like this is | was public defender for three yes. And
| know nmost -- there's not a |ot of judicial candidates
that come through that are public defenders.

A It's a job where you are underpaid and overwor ked
and underappreci ated, nost of the time, is the way to
consider it. It teaches you how to appreciate our system -
- our legal system

| fell inlove with our |egal system when
becane a public defender. And | think that falling in |ove
with it when you' re underpaid and underappreci ated, and
your clients think you' re not a real |awer, yet you go to
work with a smle on your face every day because you enjoy
what you're doing, | think that's a -- that's nade ne

understand that | want to be a big part of this system
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that | want to be a judge.
| want to be sonmething nore in this system
want to stay init. M whole career, |'ve been in the
court. And, you know, | was a solo practitioner for a
little while. | think that part of ny career also nade it

where | understand how hard it is to be a solo
practitioner. You wear every hat. You literally are the
| awyer. You're the partner of yourself. You're the
secretary and you're the receptionist, so -- and the
par al egal
So, you know, | would be called to be in twelve

different courts in three counties in the sane week and
bal anci ng that schedule is hard to do. And it's -- you
know, it makes you appreciate the snall practices. And
that's why I've kind of stayed in a small practice nyself.
So | think those things have hel ped nme get to where | am
today, and it's taught ne a | ot about enpathy and a | ot
about under st andi ng.

Q | apol ogize for referring to you as "M. Harris."
You are currently a part-tine Charleston County magi strate.

A | am | am | forgot -- yeah, being a judge has
-- |'ve been a judge for a little over a year, now, since
April of last year. And that has been something -- that's
what nmade ne really apply for this. | took over an

expiring termof a magistrate in Charleston. He aged out.
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And being a magistrate judge has taught ne a | ot about what
-- being on the bench.

And, you know, in the magistrate court we don't
have a | ot of |awyers come through. It's a lot of pro se
people and a lot of evictions, a lot of snmall crines and a
lot of civil -- alot of little, small civil issues. But
It's taught me how to understand and appreciate, you know,
that it's a hard situation for people to go through.

Q Judge Harris, the Conm ssion received 122 bal | ot
box surveys regarding you, with 16 additional comments.
The ball ot box surveys, for exanple, contained the
follow ng positive comments:

"Smart and great |awyer. Wuld make a great
judge. Stephen would be excellent. Just what we need.
Smart, tough, experienced in practice and in good nature.
Judge Harris would make an excellent circuit judge. He is
experienced in both state and federal court and the court
of general sessions and the court of common pleas.”

And, finally, "M. Harris is well qualified for
such a position. And | believe he has the appropriate
tenperanent for such a position. He is know edgeabl e and
accessible to his colleagues and always willing to help. |1
believe that he would take this role seriously and be
t houghtful in his handling of cases."

On the other hand, six of the witten conments
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expressed concerns. For exanple, several conments
expressed concern about your tenperanent, referring to you
as hot-headed, judgnental, arrogant, and that you | ack
conpassion. \Wat response would you offer to those
concerns?

A Well, | think in our field -- like | said, | was
a public defender for three years. And the term
"adversarial" is an understatenent when it comes to public
defenders and prosecutors. |It's nore |ike cats and dogs on
steroids. They don't |ike each other and they -- |
woul dn't say don't |ike each other, but they fight like a
| ot .

And | think a lot of tines with ne, |'d say
conpassi on and confidence mght get -- | can't renmenber the
exact words you used, but mght get confused with like a
hot tenper or a -- it didn't say "cocky." | can't remenber

the exact words you used, but --

Q Arrogant .

A Arrogant.

Q Yeah.

A Arrogant. Now, | mean, like | said that --
tried a lot of cases. | was a trial lawer, | was a public
defender, | was one of the ones that was in the courtroom
all the time. And there's no way to keep -- | guess the

rel ati onshi p between ne and sonme of the prosecutors, you're
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fighting for -- you know, you're fighting for the lives of
sonebody that has been forgotten about by nost people.
They don't have enough noney to afford a | awyer, and you're
there fighting.

And | think confidence and passion can be
confused sonetines with a negative connotation to that.
But | -- you know, | believe that -- that was ten, twelve
years ago. | believe |'ve been a |awer and a judge since
then, and | believe that nost people would say that | am
very | evel - headed.

| have two 3-year-olds. | know -- | know that
you can't be hot-headed and have two 3-year-old children at
one -- two different tines. But | think that, you know,
passion and the adversarial relationship may have been the
reason sonme people would have said that.

Q And one person wote that you would be a pawn for

anyone that you believe furthers your interests. Wat

response woul d you offer to that concern?

A | don't -- I"'mnot fromhere. |'mnot froma
famly -- I'mthe first lawer inny famly. |'mfrom
M ssissippi, originally. | don't know a | ot of people that

| believe | could, even if | wanted to be a pawn for.

| don't have that type of relationships with

people. | ama judge. First and forenost, to be the
referee for the system |'mnot the one making the
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decisions. The jury's nmaking the decisions nost of the
time. So, no, to say |I'd be a pawn for sonebody is -- |
don't know why anybody would say that. | really don't.

Q Anot her conment states that at sone point you've
mocked public defender clients on Facebook, and repeatedly
mocked anot her attorney's appearance and said the post, in
quote, "Lived in a dunpster."”

How do you respond to that comment?

A Vell, | understand what that is. A dear friend
of mne who passed away a couple years ago was naned -- a
guy named Andrew Gines, he was a public defender with me.
Being a public defender is like being in a small fraternity
of people. Wen people show up with winkled clothes or
something |ike that, they get -- you kind of get ribbed.

Because like | said, you're this group of people
that nobody really appreciates or wants. You kind of have
to make due, you don't nake a |lot of noney, and you work
all the time and you're with the sane people all the tine.

| know exactly what they're tal king about.
They're tal king about a joke that nmy friend Andrew nade
about a -- one of our people that came in after a -- what
| ooked |ike a busy night of drinking. And he said, "It
| ooks I'i ke he woke up in a dunpster.”

| didn't say that. I'mnot -- unfortunately, |I'm

not the kind of person that is automatically going to go,
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"Don't say that about that person.” And if | can | ook back
on it in hindsight, I kind of wish | would have.

But, you know, | know the joke they're talking
about and | know the person they're tal king about. |
didn't say it. | was sitting -- | was sitting there with a
group of people that did. And | don't know what the
Facebook nocking of clients would -- | have no idea what
that would be. So I honestly don't.

Q And have you ever represented to anyone that you
have a | ock on this position for any reason?

A Absolutely not. | don't -- like | said, | don't
know enough people. And I'mnot -- |I'mnot dunb enough to
say | have a lock on anything. This is my first tine
running for this. |'ma magistrate judge and an attorney
from Charleston, that's lived in Charleston for the |ast
fifteen years. | amnot a person that woul d even speak to
or think that | had any kind of |ock on anything.

|"'mjust -- like I said, I'mjust thrilled to be
here and be part of this. So | have no expectation that |
woul d get any favorable, you know, decision from anybody.

Q Thank you, Judge Harris. In your PDQ you noted
that about a year and a half ago you were cited for expired
tags. Tell the Conm ssion about that incident and how it
was resol ved.

A Ckay. The DW, little tony wife and I's
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know edge, if you pay your tags online -- or pay your taxes
online and it's any day -- any nore than a day after they
were due, the DW puts a fifty-dollar fee on there. They
don't send you a letter saying they did it. So we paidit.

And about two weeks |ater a police officer was
behind me and he pulled nme over, and | showed himthe
recei pt on ny phone. W paid the taxes. W were waiting
on the sticker. And he said, "Ch, well, you've got to go
to the DW and pay fifty dollars to get themto renove this
so they'Il send a sticker out."

And so | literally went to the DW downt own, paid
the fifty dollars, got the sticker. 'Cause | didn't
realize you had -- you know, again, this is something that
my wife and | just -- the taxes got paid a couple days late
on that. And when it happens, the DW kicks it in. But
the sticker was put on there. | actually saw the officer
and he said, "Just e-nail ne and we'll dismss it."

Because | had showed himthe receipt that day. So it was
an oversi ght.

Q Tel | nenbers of the Conm ssion what you believe
to be the appropriate demeanor of a circuit court judge,
and are there any current judges that you seek to nodel
yourself after in that regard?

A Current deneanor -- | nean, | -- a proper

demeanor |'d say is -- first and forenost enpathy, | think
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Is one of the nost inportant things that -- not only in
life, but as a judge. You have to have enpathy for people.
And that's a -- that's a big thing that | think a lot of us
are -- you know, | think everybody could work on.

| think that, you know, being a -- being a
sitting judge, | think that, you know, we are the -- we're
serving the Bar as a -- as a referee. W're sitting here
as the person that's telling people what the law is, but
not what to think what -- you know, any other facts or
anything |ike that.

So | think that a deneanor of calm enpathetic,
but at the same tine able to control the courtroomw thout
It getting out of hand.

Judges that | would sit there and say | would
model nyself after, one of them deneanor-w se, | think
Mchelle Childs -- Judge Mchelle Childs, who is now a
federal judge, was a great judge | went front of regularly,
she had a great demeanor. Was always one of those -- when
| went in front of Judge Childs, | always knew my client
was going to get a fair shake and that | wasn't going to
get brow beaten by sonebody.

Anot her judge -- another federal judge that | go

in front of regularly, that | would consider as a -- Judge

Richard Gergel, the federal systemin Charleston. | don't
know if -- who knows him but he's a -- he's smart. But he
Garber Reporting
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also i s one of those judges that if you' re |ooking at
alternative sentencing, he'll listen to you on it.

And | think that's inportant because | don't
think we need to be a "jail first ask questions |ater"”
society. | think that the reason we keep putting in
prograns -- alternative sentencing prograns is because, you
know, our jails are pretty full.

So those two | believe would be -- you know, and
t hen Judge Markely Dennis has al ways been a rol e nodel.

But | know he's got a reputation for a hot tenper, but he's
-- | know himpersonally. And he's a nice guy.

Q And you alluded to this earlier, but prior to | aw
school you lived in California and worked for the Tel Com
I ndustry.

A Yes, the Dot Com and Tel eComindustry. Yes.

Q Tell the Comm ssion what you |earned fromthat
experience, and the inpact you believe that, that
experience has had on you as an attorney and will have on
you as a judge, if elected.

A Wll, like | said, | learned -- in California, |
went there as a small -- you know, froma small town in
M ssi ssippi called Vicksburg. And you don't know it unless
you drive 1-20 or unless you are a Civil War buff.

So but | went there because | had never

experienced anything like that, and | wanted to kind of
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chal l enge nyself out of college. | wanted to go to |aw
school -- it was supposed to be a six-month trip and it
turned into six years.

What | |earned was how to deal with people, how

to talk to people, and how to understand their differences,
that they may not agree with you on anything or everything,
but that it's inportant to see that -- you know, again, it
goes back to the enpathy thing, to have an understandi ng of
themand not just think that 1'm-- the way | want to do it
I's right.

And, you know, knocking on doors and cold-calling
people for six years is not a fun thing to do. But it
taught me the inportance of being able to be a good | awer,
| think a good litigator, and be able to explain to people
what's going on. On ny side of things, at |east.

Q Now for a few housekeeping issues. Judge Harris,
are you aware that as a judicial candidate you are bound by
t he Code of Judicial Conduct as found in Rule 501 of the
South Carolina Appellate Court rules?

A | am

Q Since submtting your letter of intent have you
contacted any nenmbers of the Comm ssion about your
candi dacy?

A No.

Q Since submtting your letter of intent have you
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sought or received the pledge of any |egislator either
prior to this date or pending the outcone of your
screeni ng?

A | have not.

Q Are you famliar with Section 2-19-70 of the
South Carolina Code, including the [imtations on
contacting nmenbers of the General Assenbly regarding your
screeni ng?

A Yes.

Q Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenmbly on your behalf, or are you
aware of anyone attenpting to intervene in this process on
your behal f?

A | have not. And I amnot aware, no.

Q Have you received and do you understand the
Comm ssi ons' guidelines on pledging and South Carolina Code
Section 2-19-70(E)?

A Yes.

MR FRANKLIN: | would note that the Low
Country Citizens Conmttee reported that Judge Harris is
qualified in the evaluative criteria of constitutional
qual i fications, physical health and nental stability. The
commttee found Judge Harris well qualified in the
evaluative criteria of ethical fitness, profession and

academc ability, character, reputation, experience and
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judicial tenperament. The commttee commented further that
Judge Harris is, "The right stuff. |Inpressive."

M. Chairman, | would note for the record
that any concerns raised during the investigation by staff
regarding the candi date were incorporated into the
questioning of the candidate today. M. Chairman, | have
no further questions.

CHAI RMAN RANKI N:  Thank you. Conm ssion
menbers, any questions? Representative Mirphy.

REPRESENTATI VE MURPHY:  Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

EXAM NATI ON BY REPRESENTATI VE MJRPHY

Q Judge Harris, welcome. |'mglad you addressed -
the comment on Facebook and everything. | was |ooking
t hrough your Facebook page, and that kind of stood out to
me. And | did notice that you had a picture with Andrew.

A Yeah.

Q Andrew and | actually grew up together. 1've
known -- knew himfor a long time. W actually grew up in
the same nei ghborhood. He was a great loss. And he was a
good friend of mne as well.

But | noticed on your Facebook post with the --
guess it's your law firm did you all -- were you all
I nvolved in the Dorchester County -- | noticed you post --

you put a post about the Dorchester County Referendum \Was
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your law firminvolved in that regarding the parks and the
library referendun? It's just a post that you put. |
didn't know if --

A No, |

Q -- you all were involved in that.

A No. And I'Il explain. M law firm Facebook
page, |'ve been trying to get it -- a long story short, the

guy that was running our internet marketing went to prison
for something, and with himwent all of our passwords and

everything. And they were posting things that they thought
woul d be interesting on our Facebook page to drive traffic.

Q Correct.

A And so if it's on the firms Facebook page,
didn't have control over that. |[|'ve been trying to get
back control of that and to shut it down, basically,
because we don't use it.

Q You live in Charleston County, correct?

A | do.

Q | think you said for the last fifteen years?

A Yeah, for thirteen or fifteen years.

Q Currently in the 9th Grcuit there are two
resi dent judges.

A Ri ght.

Q They both reside and they have offices in

Charl est on.
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A Yes.

Q That |eaves the citizens of Berkeley County
W thout a resident judge.

A Ri ght.

Q And t hey have understandably expressed sone
concern about the |ack of a resident judge for a county

that is just growing in the Tri-County, as you know --

A Ch, yeah.
Q -- exponentially.
A Ch, yeah.

Q A judge that actually lives in the comunity,
goes to the church in the comunity, raises their children
in the coomunity, their children go to school in the
comuni ty.

A Ri ght.

Q They see that judge at the grocery store or
outside of the courtroomsetting. How would you alleviate
those concerns for the citizens of Berkeley County, if you
were fortunate enough to ascend to the position?

A | mean, the part about having ny kids and
everything in the schools there, I would need to be,
obvi ously, own a house there. Wich I don't.

Q Ri ght.

A That's why | -- | don't know that | could

alleviate their concerns on the -- seeing the judge in the
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community every day.
Q Actually living in the conmunity.
A Yeah, live in the community. | don't -- | don't
know that | could alleviate that. | mean, unless ny wife

was -- and we've gotten fond of John's Island. So unless
my wi fe was considering noving out there, then I'm-- |
don't know that | could -- the living part, | don't know
that | could resolve that.

The having an office there, or having an office
in the courthouse there, you know, |I'm not opposed to being
a judge in Berkeley -- you know, having an office there or
spending --

Q But you woul d agree, though, that, that woul d be
a legitimate concern that the citizens have.

A Ch, of course. And |I've said that since the
beginning. | said | knowit's going to be a concern. |
didn't -- | didn't think about it until after | |ooked at
the makeup of the court. But of course | think it's a
concern.

REPRESENTATI VE MJURPHY:  Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N Anyone el se?

REPRESENTATIVE SMTH: | just want to ask
one questi on.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N Representative Smth.
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EXAM NATI ON BY REPRESENTATI VE SM TH:

Q Judge, | appreciate you being here today. And
appreciate you offering for this position. | just ask
everybody this as you're going through -- obviously, you' ve
got the ballots. |If you were successful in this candidacy
and were elected the circuit court, you'd have to bal ance
attorneys schedul es and attorneys personal conflicts. And
If you're in circuit court, you know, the only thing under
the appellate court rules that takes precedence woul d be
the -- would be the Suprene Court or the Court of Appeals.

How woul d you bal ance if attorneys had to be in
magi strates court, that was | ong-schedul ed, and sonmeone got
short notice fromthe solicitor's office or from you know
cases falling through on the common pleas roster, that they
had to be over there? Are you -- is the circuit court
al ways going to take precedence? O are you going to work
to accommodate attorneys schedul es and ot her conm tments?

A That's a good question. | would | ook at -- the

way | do it now on nmy bench in Charleston, and the way |'ve

done it -- we do it on a case-by-case basis, to be honest.
Because | nean, |'ve been in solo practice. |'ve been a
small -- a two-person law firmfor a long time. | know
things can -- |'ve got two kids. | know things come up.

But | al so know that some peopl e abuse t hat

system and abuse the judge's kindness, | guess you'd say,
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you know, by possibly associating a |egislator on every
case they have, because they know that the case can't be
called for six nonths because of the protection.

Things like that would be a case-by-case basis
for me. But again it would go back to -- I'mgoing to

listen to what anybody says. And, obviously, not ex parte,

but 1'"'mgoing to let -- if both parties are okay with it, |
don't understand -- | don't see that, that would be a big
| ssue.

Because |like | said, | understand that -- as a

sol o you've got to be anywhere and everywhere. You know,
you're like the Lincoln lawer. As a solo practitioner
you're sitting in your car nost of the time. So | know
when things come up and it -- it may not be an emergency,

it may be, you know, a ballet recital or a -- sonething
that you're going to regret mssing one day. And of course
|"'mgoing to listen to that.

Q We've had ny time serving on here, and |'ve had a
number of magi strates or municipal court judges conme, and
you all are the opposite of the problem you're at the
bottom of the |adder.

A Yeah, | know.

Q And so sonetinmes we've heard sone frustration
with -- about attorneys appearing in nagistrates courts or

muni ci pal courts 'cause they're always claimng a conflict
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somewhere el se. But have you experienced any of that? And
how have you handl ed that ?

A Well, like | said, there are certain [awers that
-- the way |'ve handled it is if they call ne and say, "I
got a conflict on this day," usually with magistrates court
there's either no | awer on the other side or there's --
the | awyers on the other side are going to be a little
forgiving, | guess.

| usually try to schedule it. Because we're not
a court of record, technically we don't have the scheduling
things that circuit court would have, on those I'll usually
try to find a time that they -- everybody can be there, you
know, if sonebody's got to be somewhere el se.

And if it's somebody that we get the cal
regularly, well, you know, that's a -- | think every county
has sonebody we're going to get the call regularly. You
know, they just can't seemto come to court in magistrates
court and they don't -- they don't appreciate -- you know,
you start feeling like they don't appreciate it. But |
don't know if they do or not.

But on cases like that, you know, that's when we
call the attorney thenselves, and say, "Here's our
cal endar. \Wen can you be here? You know, you shoul d know
when your hearing are. \Wen can you be here?"

But like | said that's -- again, it's a case-hby-
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case thing, and if it becomes -- if it starts getting
abused, then, you know, | think nost judges figure out who
those people are that are going to, you know, abuse your
ki ndness, | guess you coul d say.

REPRESENTATIVE SM TH: Al right. Thank
you, Judge.

CHAI RMAN RANKI N:  Senat or Young.

SENATOR YOUNG What | wanted to ask was
covered by Representative Smth

CHAI RVAN RANKI N Unl ess there are any ot her
questi ons.

CHAI RMVAN RANKIN: | want to conmend you,
| i kewi se, for running and offering. And you have been the

new y-m nted James |sland magistrate -- or is that a county

JUDGE HARRIS: |'mthe county -- ['mthe
county nmagistrate in James Island. |1'ma Charleston County
magi strate, but | ama -- | have three days a week on Janes

I sland as of April of last year. April of '17.

CHAI RMVAN RANKIN:  And that by recognition of
the Governor --

JUDGE HARRI'S:  Yes.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  -- selected by the
Charl eston Senatorial Delegation.

JUDGE HARRI'S:  Yes.
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CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  Correct?

JUDGE HARRI'S:  Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N And not wi thout cause or
merit that you got that position, your reputation -- aside
fromsome of the questions and comrents that clearly were
the outliers -- folks say great things about you.

JUDGE HARRI'S: | w sh everybody could Iike
me. But | don't -- | don't think everybody I|ikes
everybody, so -- but | appreciate that. | really do.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: I f you found a group of

ten people who all |ove you, that are not related to you,

or you're not related to, let ne know [|'d like to --
JUDGE HARRIS: |I'Il move to an island with
them Yeah, so I'lIl let you know | definitely wll.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  So unl ess there are other
questions. Again, thank you for doing this and being a
part of it. This wll conclude this portion of your
screening. And let me remnd you that we | ook seriously at
any violation, or the appearance of any inpropriety
regarding South Carolina ethics |aws.

This record will remain open. And if need
be, we would call you back to ask you particul ar questions
until the record of qualifications is issued. You
understand that, correct?

JUDGE HARRI'S: | do.
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CHAI RMAN RANKIN: Al right. Judge, thank
you again for your willingness --

JUDGE HARRI'S:  Thank you all.

CHAI RVMAN RANKIN:  -- to serve.

JUDCE HARRI' S: Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RVMAN RANKIN:  Now we're going to take a
fifteen-mnute |unch break.

(Of the record from1:04 p.m to 2:04 p.m)

CHAI RMAN RANKI N: Pl ease raise your right
hand.

VHEREUPQN,

THE HONORABLE BENTLEY DOUG.AS PRI CE, being
duly sworn and cautioned to speak the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth, testifies as foll ows:

CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  State your full name for
the record, please.

JUDGE PRICE: Bentley Douglas Price.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Very well. And you have
prepared two docunents that are your PDQ and your sworn
statement. Do you need to nake any changes to those? Are
they ready to be submtted to your record?

JUDGE PRICE: There are no further changes.
They're ready to be submtted, sir.

CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  And you have no objection
to them being put --
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Li ndi .

you go by

How about

judge; is

j udge for

currently

JUDGE PRICE: No objection.
CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  |If you'll hand those to

(EXHBIT NO. 13 - JUDICIAL MERI T SELECTI ON
COWM SSI ON PERSONAL DATA QUESTI ONNAI RE OF THE
HONORABLE BENTLEY DOUGLAS PRI CE)

(EXH BI'T NO._ 14/ - AVENDMENT TO PERSONAL DATA
QUESTI ONNAI RE OF THE HONORABLE BENTLEY DOUGLAS
PRI CE)

(EXHIBIT NO. 15 - JUDICIAL MERI T SELECTI ON
COW SSI ON SWORN STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE
BENTLEY DOUGLAS PRI CE)

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  You go by "Bentley"? Do
"Dougl as"? What do you go by?

JUDGE PRICE: | go by "Bentley."

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. M. Price.

t hat ?

JUDGE PRICE: That woul d be perfect.

CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  And are you currently a
that right?

JUDGE PRICE: That's correct.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: I n what capacity?

JUDGE PRICE: | have been the nuni ci pal
the Gty of Folly Beach since 2007. And I'm

the chief admn judge, and have been for the past
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six years, for the City of Folly Beach.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  So that is nunicipal?

JUDGE PRICE: That's correct.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N But you're subject to the
same rules as every other judge.

JUDGE PRICE: Yes, sir. Wll, as a part-
time, I'mnot subject to what a nagistrate or a full-tine
woul d be. But the same canons, yes, Sir.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Great. You are famliar
with this process. You' ve been here and done this once
before. How many -- when were you here?

JUDGE PRICE: So |'ve done it three separate
tines. This is ny fourth time. |'ve stayed in succession
except for when Judge McCoy ran. | did not run against her
or, you know, put ny application in against her. So this
Is ny fourth screening.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N So you know acutely, the
rules that we followin our task to investigate you to
determ ne whether you are worthy of this position. You
know we | ook at nine different criteria. And a nunber of
those include a check for economc conflicts of interest, a
bal | ot box survey, a study of previous screenings, a search
of newspaper articles in which your name appears, a study
of your application materials this go-round, and a

verification of your conpliance with the state ethics |aws.
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You're famliar with all of that?

JUDGE PRICE: | am vyes, sir

CHAI RMAN RANKI N: W' ve received no
affidavits in opposition to your election and no one is
here to testify against you. Unless there's been a change
of heart by the two people that I'd now ask you to
I ntroduce.

JUDGE PRICE: Thank you very much, M.
Chairman. | appreciate it. This is ny sister, she drove
in fromSunter, here in support. And this is my wonderful
bride, Melissa Price. Today is her 40th birthday. And
could not still talk her out of comng to support ne. So
she is -- they are both here in support.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  What a | ow threshold for
enjoyment of a birthday. And your sister's nane?

JUDGE PRICE: Any Richardson

CHAI RVAN RANKI N Wel cone to both of you.
And Happy Birthday to you. W're not singing, but I
| magi ne that you've received a proper birthday greeting.

JUDGE PRICE: Needless to say, M. Chairmn
| have a lot of nmaking up to do for today.

CHAI RVAN RANKI'N:  But she chose to cone.
That wasn't --

JUDGE PRI CE: She has been supportive

t hroughout this process. And we've been doing it for a
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long time, so I'malways glad that she's willing to cone.
So again like | indicated, | wasn't even able to talk her
out of it.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N You have the opportunity
to make a brief opening statement if you'd like. You're
not required to do so. I'll leave that up to you.

JUDGE PRICE: Well, M. Chairman, menbers of
the House, and others, | appreciate you all having me here
today. Again, | want to thank ny sister and ny wife for
comng in support as usual. And |'m happy to answer any
questions anyone may have.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Very well. M. Appleby.

VR APPLEBY: M. Chairnman, | note for the
record that based on testinony contained in the candidate's
PDQ which has been included in the record with the
candi date's consent, the Honorable Bentley Douglas Price
meets the constitutional and statutory requirenents for
this position regarding age, residence and years of
practi ce.

EXAM NATI ON BY MR APPLEBY:
Q Judge Price, how do you feel your |ega
experience in the solicitor's office will assist you in

being an effective circuit court judge?

A Well, just fromthe solicitor's office standpoint
| -- that was nmy first job that | ever attained. | left
Garber Reporting
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| aw school. And it was a wonderful experience, but
certainly an eye-opening experience. |It's sonewhat baptism
by fire. | wasn't even licensed at the tine.

| received the job on a grant fromthe federal
governnent called a Cease Fire Task Force. Qur job was to
prosecute guns and drugs, and anybody that we felt was
overly just recidivist, or we thought maybe the federal
governnent would better in prosecuting. W would go to
them and take those actual cases to them and then they had
the opportunity to prosecute themfromthere.

VWiile | think was a benefit, obviously, | was in
the courtroomevery single day. O course in Charleston,

it's a huge county, we have court alnost two to three tines

a week. | learned howto prosecute. | learned howto try
cases.

Certainly, | learned howto deal with the defense
bar, | thought that was a huge experience as well.

Learning how to deal with other attorneys, the defense
again in that case and scenario, |learning howto deal with
the judges and how to sinply just be able to try cases was
an unbel i evabl e experience. Unfortunately, the grant ran
up and I noved on to private practice.

Q Judge Price, how do you feel your experience as a
chief -- a municipal judge will assist you as an effective

circuit court judge?
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A Vel |, fromthe standpoint of now, obviously
dealing with litigants that | usually have to deal with
that are pro se, and | have to nake the understanding that
they don't always understand the |aw, that they don't
al ways understand all the procedures.

But |'ve been doing it for along time. 1've
been doing it since 2007. And over those years | have

| earned how to do several things; one, have a little bit

more humlity then | had whenever | first started. | was
very young. | was 29 or 30, | believe, when | first cane
to the judgeship. ['m42 now. | learned howto deal with

litigants, other attorneys, and do well.

But also | take that job very seriously. You're
passi ng judgnent on other people. And what your decision
Is wll affect sonebody. And again, you forget about that
when you're a judge, because you go -- | go every single
week. And you forget that sonmetines that person's nervous,
they're scared. They are in there, obviously because
t hey' ve done something wong; they don't want to be there.

And |'ve learned over tine howto deal with those
litigants, make them feel confortable, let them understand
that no one's out to get them and that this process is
fair. And, fortunately, | think I've done a good job in
t hat .

And |'ve also -- again, | love the job. Wichis
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of course why I1'd like to take that experience on to the
circuit court.

Q In regards to ballot box questions, Judge Price,
the Conmi ssion received 175 ballot box surveys, with 49
addi tional comments. The ballot box survey, for exanple,
contained the follow ng positive comments:

"J. Price has shown that he is know edgeabl e of
the | aw and capable of handling individual matters as their
I ndividual facts would dictate. He is polite with
litigants and appropriate with attorneys. | believe that
his attitude and behavior will transfer over to the circuit
court bench, and we proudly recomrend himfor such a
position. Judge Price would be an exceptional circuit
court judge. He possesses all the applicable attributes to
be an excellent addition to our courts. Judge Price's
judicial tenperanent is unrivaled, and he has spent his
entire career in the circuit courts. He's been a judge for
over eleven years and has a renarkable track record of
being a fair and kind judge."

Six of the witten comments expressed concerns.
Wthin those comrents there were three different topics
addressed. The first was there maybe other candi dates
better qualified, and you have no real know edge or
experience in civil law. What response would you offer to

t hose concerns?
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A Vel |, unfortunately, again these are anonynous.
And | assune that, that person that stated the coment just
doesn't know the full breadth of my practice,
unfortunately.

| do practice a fair amount of civil work. | was

originally, when I left the solicitor's office, in a
medi umsize firmw th several other partners. W kind of
divvied it up into different sectors. W had the crimnal
we had the civil, and then we had the famly law. And |
kind of just hovered between the two, being the partner

that oversaw other attorneys in those separate areas. And

| practiced a fair amount of civil litigation with nmy old
practice.

However, | really grew that civil litigation
whenever | left -- which has been about five years ago, if

' mnot mstaken, and | have been very fortunate to grow
that portion of ny practice. And | associate another
attorney of mne with a -- with a mediumsized practi ce,
and we handle all of our civil cases together. And,
fortunately, it's been a really big blessing for ne. And
|'ve had the opportunity to really grow ny practice.

Q The second topic of concern was your tenperanent
and arrogance and how this may carry over into your duties
as a circuit court judge. What response would you offer to

t hese concerns?
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A Unfortunately, again, | would have to know who
that is. Because | don't find nyself to be -- ny

tenperanent to be arrogant or any -- of the sort. Again,

|'"ve had great humlity having the job. 1've been doing it

for a very, very long tine. | learned that over the years
| have, again, loved and enjoyed the job and participating
with the litigants and the attorneys.

But again, unfortunately, |'d have to know nore
about that. But | don't find nyself to ever be arrogant.
And | certainly woul d never be on the bench as well.

Q The third topic of concern was ethics, with one
comment alleging you mx your duties as an attorney with
your authority as a judge. Wat response would you offer
to these concerns?

A That was screened once before. And again, ny
answer woul d be the sane. | have no know edge of any tine
when | have ever mxed ny judicial duties or powers to
negatively influence or mx the two together. Coviously,
understand there's a huge |ine between the two.

| put on the robe and | do all of ny judicial
duties. And whenever | don't have the robe on, |'man
attorney. And unfortunately, if sonmebody knows that |'ma
judge, that's fine. But | would never mx the two.

Q Thank you, Judge Price. And before getting to

sone housekeeping issues, | do want to close with a couple
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of the other positive comments that were in yours. One of
whi ch bei ng:

"Judge Price would be an asset to the judiciary.
| ' ve been opposing counsel with him as well as been in
front of himas a nunicipal judge, he has the experience
and tenperanent to be a wonderful circuit judge."

In regards to housekeepi ng, Judge Price, are you
aware that as a judicial candidate you are bound by the
Code of Judicial Conduct as found in Rule 501 of the South
Carolina Appellate Court Rules?

A Yes, Sir.

Q Since submtting your letter of intent have you
contacted any nenbers of the Conm ssion about your
candi dacy?

A No, sir.

Q Since submtting your letter of intent have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator either
prior to this date or pending the outcone of your
screeni ng?

A No, sir.

Q Are you famliar with Section 2-19-70, including
the [imtations on contacting menbers of the General
Assenbly regardi ng your screening?

A Yes, Sir.

Q Have you asked any third parties to contact
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menbers of the General Assenbly on your behalf, or are you
aware of anyone attenpting to intervene in this process on
your behal f?

A No, sir.

Q Have you reviewed and do you understand the
Comm ssion's guidelines on pledging and South Carolina
Section 2-19-70(E)?

A Yes, sir.

MR, APPLEBY: | would note the Low Country
Ctizens Commttee reported Judge Price to be well
qualified in the evaluative criteria of ethical fitness,
prof essional and academ c ability, character, reputation,
experience and judicial tenperament, and qualified in the
remai ning evaluative criteria of constitutiona
qual i fications, physical health and nmental stability.

The commttee also included the follow ng
comrents about Judge Price: "G eat experience. Personable.
Great energy.”

M. Chairman, | would note for the record
that any concerns raised during the investigation by staff
regarding the candidate were incorporated into the
questioning of the candidate today. | have no further
questi ons.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N Thank you. Menbers of the

Conm ssi on, any questions? Senator Sabb.
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SENATOR SABB: Thank you, M. Chairnan
EXAM NATI ON BY SENATCR SABB

Q Judge, good afternoon.

A Good afternoon, Senator.

Q So I'mlooking at the firmthat you once worked
for, and sone of the nanmes are just a wee bit famliar
Query, Sautter, Price and Forsythe?

A Yes, sir.

Q It just so happens that you and -- that we've got
Judge Price and Judge Forsythe vying for --

A That's correct. W hired her -- ['mnot sure who
she is currently working with. | was actually a friend of
her husband's. And she came to work with us and she
ultinmately began working under -- as | indicated, we had
the little sector set up. And she worked under the famly
court sector, and then ultimtely became a partner and
worked in the famly sector of the practice. And,
obviously, has been elected to be a famly court judge.

Q Now, this is not a situation where you al
decided that if you have nore nunmbers, you all would have
like two -- |I'mjust kidding.

A No, sir. But the other -- the other partner,

G ady Query, obviously wote one of ny letters of
recomendation. And | think the world of him and a

wonderful mentor. | needed it when | left the solicitor's
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of fice, you know, you're still young, you' ve had all the
power. And | thought he did a wonderful job of just
mentoring me and teaching nme the ropes and how to do the
ri ght things.

Q Sure. And let's talk about your solicitoria
duties, if you don't mnd for a nonment or two, on a nore
serious note.

A Yes, sir.

Q What have you viewed the role as a prosecutor?

A What do | view of it currently?

Q Wel |, when you prosecuted. And currently.

A Well, the role of the prosecutor and the
solicitor is to prosecute cases that are brought before
them and to be fair, to ook at every case with an open
mnd to make sure that -- obviously, that the facts neet
the el enents of the crime and that you're doing the correct
thing and that you're prosecuting the correct cases.

Qovi ously, not all cases need to be prosecut ed.
They just don't. And that was the philosophy | had back
then. | took that very seriously. | would go to ny
supervisors, if | felt |like nmaybe the case didn't need to
be prosecuted, that |aw enforcement nade a m stake. We all
know t hat happens. Law enforcenment is not perfect. And |
think it's kind of the prosecutor's job to buffer those and

to screen those out.
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And, obviously, if you have -- which is kind of
the role | took as a prosecutor, was if you have a
recidivist who continually break the law, then they need to
be treated different than sonebody who maybe had just broke
the law for the first tine or made a m stake, or maybe | aw
enforcement made a m st ake.

And | was -- | felt like | was really good at
that, vetting out the cases that | really needed to
prosecute vigorously, and the others that | didn't. And |
thought | did a very good job at that. | had a very good
mentor at the solicitor's office, ny supervisor -- |'m not
sure if anybody would know him but Sean Kipp was ny
supervisor. And he did a wonderful job of teaching ne the
different --

Q It's not a good idea to nmention Sean Kipp's nane.
| happen to know Suzanne, so that's not a good idea. But |
prosecuted for twenty years, and | was actually |ooking for
the answer that you just gave. And | think in essence, it
suns up that you're an admnistrator of justice and not
about the business of convictions.

No, sir.

And you prosecuted for how | ong?

> O >

The grant was two years. Yes, sir.
Q And in terns of defense |awyers, how do you

handl e the idea of requiring themto be in court? Tell me
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how you manage that.
A Fromthe solicitor's standpoint?
Q Yes, Sir
A Then again, to be honest with you, Senator, | was
very young. | kind of sought the advice of others. And

the bar in Charleston, they're a good bar and they do the
right things, we would sinply just put cases on the docket.
| don't think, to be honest with you, that | ever really
had a problemw th that.
| was al ways very conmunicative. | think that's

ki nd of been di scussed about my screening, is that I'ma
big talker. | enjoyed being around the other attorneys. |
woul d al ways make sure that the case was ready to go, that
we had a firmoffer, a firmdeal on the table. There was
never an opportunity where | just had sonmething up in the
air and | hoped the attorney would just show up and work
t hat out.

Q Yeah, one of the -- one of the concerns that
| awyers al ways expressed to me when | was prosecuting is
they appreciated the fact that | just didn't require them
to cone and just sit.

A That's correct. W had a roll call systemthat |
-- that | never -- again, you're not sure of the court. |If
you tell ne that you're representing your client and you

tell nme that you are -- have spoken to your client, then
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there's absolutely no reason in the world for you to cone
to court.

Again, you're not for the court. As a prosecutor
at the time, | certainly trusted those attorneys. And
again, | would never have them conme and just -- and assi st
their clients inaroll call or to just come and let's see
If we can get to your case.

| would certainly even extend the courtesy of
saying, "Hey, if we get you to trial, I'll certainly let
you know. I'Ill give you a call in your office."”

We didn't have cell phones back then. And of
course at that time, | also knew that those guys had been
practicing longer than me at the tine, and | showed a | ot
of great deference to those gentlenmen and to those womnen,
in that they were doing a good job. And | honestly just
didn't want to waste any of their tine.

Fortunately, that came back to help me later on
in ny career, because | had been extended sone of the
courtesy as well.

Q \What goes around comes around, right?

A That's the way it goes. And nore so nowin the
| egal system

Q Yeah. And a couple nore questions and then |I'm
finished. So in terns of your work to beconme a circuit

court judge, you would then have an understandi ng of the
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I mportance of |awyers and other responsibilities. Can you
just talk with us about your philosophy as it relates to

| awyers and the needs of -- to go to a son's ball game at
five and needing to break court at four? Those kinds of
things woul d you just share with us?

A Senator, I'll be honest with you, that is one of
my |argest issues that we have sonetinme with some of the
judges and sone of the others that we work with. And | am
probably one of the nost deferential judges that | know |
understand that there is nore to practicing |aw than just
practicing |aw.

| had a nmediumsize firmwhere | had attorneys
that worked for ne, and they could go do other hearings. |
had nine staff menbers that could kind of juggle
everything. But in the past five years I'ma solo
practitioner. | have two snall children, a 6-year-old and
a 4-year-old, and | understand that there's nore to the --
more to life than just practicing |aw

| ask all the time if I could be excused to
either, again, go to a soccer game of one of ny kids or --
| would never miss a daughter's dance recital. But froma
judicial standpoint, | give extremely |arge deference to
t hat .

Unl ess there is sone egregiously large bias to

the opposing side, which | just don't know what that would
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be off the top of ny head, unless you gave ne a specific
scenario, | would give great deference to attorneys that
want to have time to go -- again, go to a ball gane, or
they need to get out of town a little early. | have no
problemw th that. Actually, | think that would be one of
my |argest benefits.
Q Thank you
SENATOR SABB: Thank you, M. Chairman.
CHAI RVAN RANKI N M. Safran.
MR SAFRAN:  Thank you, M. Chairnan.
EXAM NATI ON BY MR. SAFRAN
Q Just quickly. | know we talked last time, |
t hi nk when you were up here. | understand that, obviously
as a sole practitioner, you deal with what cones in the
door, whatever is basically there to help you kind of neet
your financial obligations. But also what you |iKke.

You have an extensive background in crimnal. So
naturally you're going to gravitate to that. Basically,
what is the civil stuff you do? Because | know you
mentioned it's about 25 percent. You know, | don't need
every detail. But just give me a general -- just a general
descri ption.

A |'"ve just gotten lucky, to be honest with you.
In the past five years |'ve just -- people didn't know

that, that's what | was gearing ny practice kind of
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towards. And |'ve done nostly plaintiffs work -- well, all
plaintiffs work.
But |'ve done a nyriad of cases from-- |I'm

trying to think. Qbviously, all personal injury when it

comes to car accidents. | have done a couple of negligent
hirings. |'ve done two of those, actually, which were very
good cases.

| amal so an in-house counsel for CFOX Business
Litigation. | just kind of talk themthrough day-to-day
| ssues that they may have, contracts, something may have
happened at the plant that they want to seek ny advice on,
sonet hi ng may have happened concerning a contract that they
had with soneone else. So | do a little business
litigation as well. And | did that also with the previous
firm

Mstly through the civil practice | amfortunate
enough to only have to attend the depositions and
medi ations. Again, as you are fully aware, nost all the
cases have settled. W've geared a couple of themup for
trial, but fortunately we got those settled as well prior
to the trial.

Q And you nentioned earlier about -- sonething
about an associate. | nean, do you have sonebody within
your office that you do it --

A No, sir.
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Q -- outside?

A Yes, sir. Heis a friend of mne. And we began
that process, again about five or six years ago, whereby |
was associating himon certain cases. But whenever | got
out and had the opportunity to, |like you say, take the
cases -- and it's very profitable and lucrative to be by
yoursel f and associ ate another attorney.

And so in doing so, | utilize his full staff.
And he allows for that. And | participate with himin the
depositions. Mediations, | attend certain hearings that he
may or may not be able to attend. So essentially, we share
the duties; however, | don't have to share the overhead.

Q | got you. Does he have probably nore of the
civil experience than you do? O is it about equal? O --

A No, sir. He certainly has nore than | do. And
|'"ve appreciated himjust kind of -- you know, |'ve worked
with him learned through him and |'ve been very -- again,
It's been extremely beneficial for ne as well.

Q And | don't fault you for it, 'cause | do the
same thing. | nean, |I'mnot going to reinvent the wheel.

A Yes, sir.

Q And | think if you find somebody that you trust,
certainly I'mnot so proud as to say |I'mgoing to be the
second and to let thembe the lead dog. And that's fine.

So | nean, | don't fault you for that.
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A No, that's a -- | just felt like he, comng into
that scenario -- of course at that time | wasn't probably
the nmost proficient in the civil practice, and | thought it
woul d be better suited if |I did have sonebody that had nore
experience. | didn't want to put nyself in a position to
do sonething that was wong, unethical, that obviously
woul d hurt the client.

And when | first began that, | had every
I ntention of somewhat |earning the process through him and
then just kind of nolding it into my own. And | have --
again, | have found that two heads are better than one. W
share the work, we share the workl oad, we associate 50/50
down the mddle. There's no agreenents as to that.

We have never had any probl enms concerning noney.
That was an agreenent we cane up with in the beginning as
to not -- you know, you don't want to get into an argunent
with your fellow colleagues and buddi es about noney.
That's just -- you know, don't be greedy. And so it's been
a wonderful relationship.

Q Let me just ask you, we understand -- and | think
correctly, that the way the pendul um has kind of swung in
terms of the time that a circuit court devotes, it's nore
crimnal now. But | think we don't want to in any way
underestimate the inportance of what a judge does at that

level as it relates to the process of a civil case, and how
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It moves forward, and that while you may not get the actual
in-trial, there are a | ot of these decisions that
ultimately have to be made to get to the result, that can
be crucial in a case.

Do you feel like at least at this stage, that you
have sufficient background in order to be able to address
what sonme people mght ook at and dismss as just sinply
di scovery, but that basically could involve a question that

coul d be just determ native of big portions of the case?

A Ch, absolutely. | do feel like I have that. And
also, again in the civil aspect -- and in the crimnal as
wel . But | don't have any probl em whatsoever of taking a

break if | find something to be maybe something | had not
uncovered, and asking a fellowjudge. | think that's
al ways a good practice.

| don't have a problem obviously, letting the
attorneys express all of their concerns, allow nore than
anple time until | do have a grasp and | think | make the
correct deci sion.

But again, I"'mnot too proud as in anything to
say this may be sonmething | have not conpletely had -- you
know, in my practice before. And |I'mhappy to take it
under advi senent and seek the advice of any other attorney
-- excuse nme -- of any other judge. | think that's the

appropriate practice as well.
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Q Thank you very nuch for the answers.
A Thank you.
MR. SAFRAN:.  Thank you.
CHAI RMAN RANKI N Thank you. Representative
Mur phy.
REPRESENTATI VE MJURPHY:  Thank you, M.
Chai r man.
EXAM NATI ON BY REPRESENTATI VE MJRPHY:
Q Judge Price, how are you today?
A Very good. How are you Representative Mirphy?
Q Doi ng good. Doing good. Just a real quick
question. You live in Charleston County -- or Charleston

County, correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q | think off of -- in James Island or Johns
| sl and?

A | live in Janes |sland, yes, sir.

Q Janmes Island. O course this seat is for the --
Is a resident seat for the 9th Grcuit. Currently there
are two resident judges for the 9th Crcuit, Judge
Jefferson and Judge Roger Young, both who reside in
Charl eston County. The two previous judges that held this
seat were both Berkeley County residents.
This vacancy is -- and with the inpending

retirement of Judge Dennis, who is at at-large judge, but
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he's been the defacto resident judge for Berkeley County
for twenty-sonething years.

The fact of the matter is that the citizens of
Berkel ey County are going to -- are going to be left
wi t hout having a resident judge. That's a judge that
actually not only has their office there fromnine to five,
hol ds court there when there's a termof court, but also
lives in the coomunity, attends the church in the
comunity, the kids go to school in the community and
everyt hi ng.

Wul d you agree that, that is a valid concern of
the citizens of Berkeley County, which is I think the
fastest growi ng county in the state and one of the fastest
growing in the -- in the nation that -- that, that woul d be
a valid concern of theirs that they would not have a
resi dent judge?

A Wl |, when it cones to the situation whereby
you're indicating that the judge would be in the comunity
and kids playing ball and being somewhat accessible in that

manner, it would probably be a valid concern. But fromthe

judicial standpoint, | don't see a concern at all.
| love Berkeley County. | will go out there
every single week if that's what they like. | find nyself

to be -- again, sonething | pride nyself on fromthe

judicial standpoint, being very accessible.
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If there is an issue that arises in Berkeley
County that needs to be addressed, |'m happy to be the
poi nt person on that to address any -- as you very well
know, any orders or ex parte orders that need to be signed
or bench warrants that need to be lifted, or sonething
that's energency purposes, |'mhappy to handle all of that.

But | understand their concern about not having -
- again, if the at-large seat does not go back to Berkel ey

County, that they don't have somebody that holds their

office there that -- that againis in the coomunity. But
again fromthe judicial standpoint | don't -- | don't think
it's an issue. |'mhappy to help out in any way | coul d.

Q But you woul d understand the concerns of the
citizens of Berkeley County, that have had a -- that have
had pride in the fact, and the concerns that have been
raised to me, that they've had a resident judge and are
going to be left without a resident judge; whereas,

Charl eston has two, Dorchester has one, Orangeburg has one,
Col  eton County has one, Beaufort County has one. You
under stand the concerns that --

A | do. | understand what you're saying. Yes,
sir, absolutely. But also my understanding is that Judge
Dennis will be available and is still going to be there.
And again, he lives in the community, he lives in Berkeley

County for a long tine to cone. So | would -- hopefully,
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they woul d understand that he would still be available if
that were the case.

REPRESENTATI VE MURPHY:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Ot her questions from ot her
menbers? Senator Young.

SENATOR YOUNG:  Thank you, M. Chairnan.
EXAM NATI ON BY SENATOR YOUNG

Q Judge Price, thank you for your interest in
continuing your service. | have just a couple questions.
One is with respect to your judicial philosophy. One of
the questions in your sworn statenent when asked about your
phi | osophy on judicial activism and you answered this:

"Judges should play no role in establishing
public policy, and the applicable | aws shoul d gui de judges
in making their rulings."

Do you believe that judge's own personal enpathy
shoul d i nfluence the judge's decision at all?

A |f a judge has been in the sane or simlar
situation that one of the litigants has been in, should
that play a role in the way that they handle the case,
al beit either through sentencing or through sone civil
aspect? |Is that what you' re asking?

Q Vell, | nean, should the judge let his or her own
personal feelings and views influence the judge's decision?

A No. And the question, | believe, on the socia
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activismportion of it is, is that -- again, as | indicated
in my PDQ you all do a wonderful job of making the |aws,
all right? It's our job to apply the facts to every |aw.
And that's the job.

So | do not believe that a judge should be
enpathetic in any way and allow that to affect their
ruling. The judge's job is to apply the facts of the case,
to the law that you all have witten, and as best as they
can and as strictly as they can, obviously taking into
account legislative intent. And that's how | would --
that's how I would rule.

SENATOR YOUNG.  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N Anyt hi ng el se?

(Hearing none.)

CHAI RMVAN RANKIN: | want to comrend you as
wel | for your persistence in pursuing this position. You
have referenced in response to Senator Sabb's question
about the letters of recomendation, the two that your
former associate and former partner have authored, and had
aut hored about yourself and herself. So it's refreshing
that they're not picking, they're endorsing both.

JUDGE PRICE: | appreciate it. |'mvery,
very proud of the letters that | was able -- people wanted
to wite for me. And so especially wth Gady and the

guys. And obviously you saw the others.
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CHAI RMAN RANKIN: | want to conmend sone of
the words and not bel abor this point, but sonmeone that you
and | share a relationship with in your forner life,
apparently, and apparently professional, working with the -
- my former enployer |ong ago, Tommy Britton, who wites
perhaps one of the best letters that anyone | think has
ever authored.

And such humlity that he wites in
endorsing you, and attesting to your ethics and your |egal
skill and your know edge and your ability to represent
folks are to be acclainmed and affirned by someone who
wites so glowingly of you. That certainly doesn't cone
lightly.

So we're all famliar with letters of
reference. And perhaps in personal, you can't get any
better than this one. So | would conmrend this conm ssion
to take a | ook at that.

Unl ess there are other questions, that wll
conclude this portion of your screening process. And as
you know, we take seriously the role that we play. And we
want you to be rem nded of the criteria that we abide by,
that being any violation of the South Carolina ethics rules
or any appearance of inpropriety in that vein. And any
viol ation woul d be considered very serious and deserving of

very severe deliberations by us.
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As you know, this record will renmain open
until the full record of qualifications is issued. And so
If there's anything amss in that regard with you, you know
that we would call you back and woul d put you under oath
for further exam nation.

JUDGE PRICE:  Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Judge, Sis, and birthday
girl, happy day. And nay the day get better for you.

Thank you all very much.

JUDGE PRICE: Thank you all so very much for
your service and for allowmng nme to be here today. Thank
you all very much.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N Judge, come back rea
quick. | forgot to ask this. The firmthat -- or attorney
that you worked a ot with, associate with, M. Safran was
asking you about that, who is that attorney.

JUDGE PRICE: His nanme is Stewart Hudson,

He was with the -- I"mnot sure what law firmhe was with
previously. He did insurance defense. And he's been wth
Nat han Huey, the Huey Law Firm ever since. And they just
solely to plaintiffs work.

CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  So you associate with the
Huey - -

JUDGE PRICE: That's correct.

CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  -- and that individual
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JUDGE PRICE: And the attorney that |
associate with is Stewart Hudson, yes, sir.

CHAI RMAN RANKIN.  Got it. Very good.

JUDCE PRICE: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVMAN RANKI N: Thank you.

JUDGE PRICE: Yes, sir. Thank you. Thank
you al | agai n.

(Candi dat e excused.)

VHEREUPQN,

THE HONORABLE EDWARD VAN SLAMBROCK, bei ng
duly sworn and cautioned to speak the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:

CHAI RVAN RANKI N Tel | us your full nane,

pl ease.

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK: Dal e Edward Van
Sl anbr ook.

CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  And you are a sitting
j udge.

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK:  Yes, sir.

CHAI RMAN:  On what bench?

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK: |'mthe
Master-in-Equity for Berkeley County.

CHAI RMAN RANKI N: W know that, but |'mjust
putting that in the record for nyself.

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK:  Yes, sir.
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CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  You have two forns that
you filled out, a PDQ and that sworn statement. Any
changes that need to be nade to either of those?

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROCK: No changes other than
those that have already been made. There's an anendnment to
the PDQ So have al ready been nade.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And you don't have any
obj ection to being made a part of the record with your
testinony?

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROCOK: No objection at all.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: | f you hand those over to
Lindi, to your left.

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK:  Thank you.

(EXH BIT NO. 16 - JUDI CI AL MERI T SELECTI ON

COW SSI ON PERSONAL DATA QUESTI ONNAI RE OF THE
HONORABLE DALE EDWARD VAN SLANMBROCOK)

(EXH BIT NO._ 17 - AMENDMENT TO PERSONAL DATA
QUESTI ONNAI RE OF THE HONORABLE DALE EDWARD VAN
SLAVBROOK)

(EXHIBIT NO. 18 - JUDI CIAL MERI T SELECTI ON
COW SSI ON SWORN STATEMENT OF DALE EDWARD VAN
SLAMBROCK)

CHAI RVAN RANKI N Judge, we have thoroughly
I nvestigated your bid for the circuit court position. And

as you know we focus on nine particular criteria, which
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i ncl udes a check for economc conflicts of interest, a
study of previous screenings. And you have done this
before, correct?

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK:  Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N: How | ong ago was it?

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK:  About four years ago
for the master-in-equity position.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N A search of newspaper
articles in which your name appears, a ballot box survey, a
study of your application materials, and a verification of
conpliance with the state ethics |aws, and again your prior
screeni ngs.

In this case today, this screening,
fortunately, there are no affidavits that have been filed
I n opposition for your election. No wtnesses are here to
testify for you or against you. And you now have the
opportunity, if you'd like, to make a brief -- ever so
brief opening statement. You're not required to do so, but
you can if you'd |ike.

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK:  No opening statenent.
| just thank you all for serving.

CHAI RMAN RANKIN: | want you to know you're
one of the few that have actually taken that cue. Wth
that, answer any questions we have for you.

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK:  Yes, sir.
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MS. MOTTEL: Good afternoon, Judge Van
Slanbrook. | note for the record that based on the
testinony contained in the candidate's PDQ which has been
included in the record with the candidate's consent, Judge
Van Sl anbrook nmeets the constitutional and statutory
requi rements for this position regarding age, residence and
years of practice.
EXAM NATI ON BY Ms. MOTTEL:

Q Judge Van Sl anbrook, how do you feel your |ega
and professional experience thus far renders you qualified
and wi || assist you to be an effective circuit court judge?

A | think | have to say that the |egal experience
as well as the life experience and a judicial experience
that | have is well suited to becomng a circuit court
] udge.

First off, in nmy legal experience | practiced |aw
as an attorney for nore than thirty years. During that
practice | participated in a general practice. | did
bankruptcies, social security cases, personal injury cases,
crimnal cases in all manners of courts within the state.

| generally becane focused on personal injury and
some social security, had a snmall amunt probate, toward
the end of ny practice. So | traveled through the various
courts and served in the various courts.

As to the life experience, |'ve held a nunber of
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positions at ny church, and dealt with other fol ks as well
as wthin that practice.

As to the judicial experience, | began about ten
years ago as a nunicipal court judge, primarily doing
crimnal cases for the Gty of Goose Creek. It was a
position that cane to ne. They canme to me and asked ne if
| was interested in doing it, and | hadn't at that point in
time ever thought of becomng a judge before. | did not
have any deep-seated desire to becone a judge. And it was
-- it came along. And | was exposed to it and | enjoyed
it.

| was doing jury trials. | was interacting with
| awyers. We were dealing with pro se litigants. There
were certain types of cases at Goose Creek, that the
officers would try. So sonetines | would have pro se
def endants, and essentially pro se prosecutors. And |
enj oyed that.

A position was going to become open as the
master-in-equity when Judge Watson intended to retire, and
| was approached regarding that and pursued that. | becane
the master-in-equity and devel oped ny know edge as to the
forecl osure practice, which is the bulk of the work that's
done there, as well as the other real estate-related
matters.

Also, | was appointed as a special circuit court
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judge so | could handle sone the nore nmundane things, sone
of the paperwork orders, defaults and so forth. A lot of
that's kind of gone by the wayside with the electronic
filing, and there's no need to shuffle the paperwork they
di d before.

But |'ve also done some crimnal. |'ve also had
the opportunity to observe and to be in the courthouse, to
wat ch and talk to other judges and see it fromthe other
si de.

The ot her aspect of the experience is in the drug
court, | was appointed as the associate judge of a drug
court for Berkeley County. Before | got involved in that,
| went and visited the Charleston County drug court and
becane a great believer in the drug court itself.

| was essentially backup or the associate judge
for Judge Harrington, and | took over the prinary
responsibilities for that this last summer. And | would
bore to death about telling you how nmuch -- how enthused |
amas to the abilities and the availability of the drug
court as an intervention-type process.

And how that conmes into play as to the circuit
court positionis it's increased nmy exposure to the
solicitor's office, the public defender's office, the
probation and parole, vocational rehabilitation, al

menbers of that -- of that sane team
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So when this position became open, | sat down and
did a self-exam nation, and said, "You know what, | think
|'"ve got based upon those life skills, legal skills and the
judicial skills to fit into this position."™ And that's why
| presented.

And | think that | would fit well. | can
certainly growin the position. There's things that |
don't know that I'mperfectly willing to learn. Sorry for
the -- sorry for the long answer.

Q Vel |, thank you, Judge Van Sl anbrook. The

Comm ssi on received 266 ball ot box surveys regarding you,
with 30 additional coments. The ballot box survey, for
exanpl e, contained the follow ng positive comments, just to
nane a few

"Judge Van Sl anbrook has ideal judicial
t enperanent, exceptional ability to listen and anal yze
cases. He works hard to famliarize hinself wth conpl ex
| egal issues and conplicated facts. One of the rare people
seasoned enough to take on the job. Further, his deneanor
with the Bar and pro se litigants is professional and
polite. He is fair, inpartial throughout his proceedings,
and inparting equal justice and equity wthout bias. |
woul d strongly recomrend Judge Van Sl anbrook. "

Three of the witten comments expressed concerns.

One comment indicated that you do not have experience in
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crimnal law and a |lack of experience in civil. | know you
just detailed a |ot of your experience, but what response
woul d you offer to this concern?

A As to the -- to the civil that's -- | think
that's an incorrect statenent. M background is primarily
incivil. And I'mwell versed in that.

As to the crimnal, there's sonme substance to
that. ['mnot as experienced in crimnal. | have had
significant exposure to it, and that's where | woul d have
to -- have to develop. But | have exposure to it. So am/
| acking in some -- in some ways? Certainly as to the -- to
the crimnal.

Q Thank you. The second concern indicated that you
have poor judicial tenperanent. Wat response would you
offer to this concern regardi ng your tenperanent?

A Well, | think some of this was brought up before
when | was -- when we were discussing it with the -- with
the Bar conmttee. And of course the first response is,
"Well, | don't think | have a bad tenperanent." And then
|'d take a step back and | say, "Well, you know, |'m
probably not the best judge of that."

If | convey a tenperament, that nmeans that |'m
probably not doing ny job as efficiently as | should. |
try to be mndful of that and take it into consideration.

If | convey that to one person, then that's probably one
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person too nany.

Q Thank you. And finally another concern indicated
that you have demonstrated bias towards attorneys and
litigants. Wat response can you offer the Comm ssion?

A Again, if there's an appearance of that or a
sense of that from soneone, then maybe |'m not expressing
mysel f sufficiently. And part of the self-exam nation
after hearing that, because | don't -- | haven't heard any
of that directly. Wich is of course not surprising. But
in thinking about it, I thought part of it | just need to
be nore expressive and explanatory when | bring things up.
So | don't think that, that's the case. But it's sonething
that | try to be mndful of.

Q Thank you. Judge Van Sl ambrook, you have
I ndicated in your PDQ that there were two separate |awsuits
where you were named the defendant. And the first was
filed in March of 2017 regarding a fraud or bad faith suit,
but this was dismssed on Cctober -- in October of 2017; is
that correct?

A Yes.

Q And do you have anything else that you would |ike
to add to the Comm ssion about these suits?

A Both of themwere pro se cases in conjunction
with ny role as the judge in a foreclosure case filed

against the plaintiffs, and both of themwere di sm ssed at
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the early stages.

Q Al so, your SLED report indicated that you were a
plaintiff in a 1997 debt collection act in Berkeley County;
s that correct?

A No, that is not correct. That was -- for some
reason that was ny client M. Felix Defasio, who I stil
remenber to this day. And it was an action | had filed on
his behalf in magistrates court, and nmade a recovery of
about five hundred dollars -- or | got a judgnent for five
hundred dollars. There wasn't any recovery.

Q Thank you.

M5. MOTTEL: | would note that the Low
Country Ctizens Commttee reported that Judge Van
Sl anmbrook is qualified regarding constitutiona
qual i fications, physical health and nmental stability.
Judge Van Sl anbrook is well qualified regarding ethical
fitness, professional and academ c ability, reputation,
experience and judicial tenperanment. And THE conments t hat
they offered regarding Judge Van Sl anbrook is "excellent."
BY M5. MOTTEL:

Q | do have a few housekeeping itenms to address
with you. Judge Van Sl anbrook, are you aware that as a
judicial candidate you are bound by the Code of Judici al
Conduct as found in Rule 501 of the South Carolina
Appel | ate Court Rul es?
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A | am

Q Judge Van Sl anbrook, since submtting your letter
of intent have you contacted any menbers of the Conm ssion
about your candi dacy?

A No, | have not.

Q Since submtting your letter of intent have you
sought or received the pledge of any legislator either
prior to this date or pending the outcome of your
screeni ng?

A No, | have not.

Q Are you famliar with Section 2-19-70, including
the limtations on contacting nenbers of the Genera
Assembl y regardi ng your screening?

A Yes, | am

Q Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenbly on your behalf, or are you
awar e of anyone attenpting to intervene in this process on
your behal f?

A ' mnot aware of any contact that is in violation
of the rules.

Q Have you reviewed and do you understand the
Commi ssion's guidelines on pledging and South Carolina Code
Section 2-19-70(E)?

A Yes.

M5. MOTTEL: M. Chairman, | would note for
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the record that any concerns raised during the
I nvestigation by staff regarding the candi date were
I ncorporated in the questioning of the candi date today.
And M. Chairman, | have no further questions.
CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Thank you. I'll now open
It up for menbers of the Comm ssion, questions of any --
anyone has. Representative Mirphy's hand is up.
REPRESENTATI VE MJURPHY:  Thank you, M.
Chai r man.
EXAM NATI ON BY REPRESENTATI VE MJRPHY:
Q Judge Van Sl ambrook, | just wanted to briefly --
you reside in Berkeley County, correct?
A Yes, sir, | do.

Q | think inthe Cowfield -- the Crowfield area
A | do.
Q -- if I"'mnot mstaken, correct? And you

practiced law in Berkeley County, with the Steinberg Law
Firm | think, since 19837

A Yes, sir.

Q A Goose Creek municipal judge --

A Yes, sir.

Q -- also in Berkeley County. You then took Judge

Wat son' s position as Master-in-Equity. And so other than
being the managi ng partner over in Sunmmerville, at the --

at the Steinberg Law Firm the vast ngjority of your
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practice has been in Berkeley County, correct?
A Yes, sir. That's correct. 1've basically |lived
i n Berkel ey County since 1974. | graduated from high
school from Goose Creek, and went on to Censon. | came

back and started working in the Goose Creek office for the
Steinberg firmin '83, and then worked with them
cont i nuously.

Q Made partner there in 1986, if |'mnot m staken

A "86 or '87. Yeah, so we had -- we had a short
stint wwth an office on Ashley Phosphate, and | got sent
over to run that. They pulled that back in. Then they
opened one in Summerville, and | was over there as the
managi ng partner.

Q A long private practice, | think | read that you
t ook approximately -- or over a hundred cases to trial?

A That's about correct, yes.

Q And as the Master-in-Equity, in addition to your
master-in-equity duties, you al so have been appoi nted by
the Suprene Court as a special circuit court judge. You've
held -- in addition to sone civil matters you al so have
presi ded over guilty pleas, probation revocation hearings
i n Berkel ey County general sessions?

A Yes, sir. That's correct.

Q Thank you for your willingness to serve.

A Thank you.
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CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Ot her questions?

SENATOR SABB: M. Chairman.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Senat or Sabb.

SENATOR SABB: Thank you, M. Chairnan

SENATOR SABB: Judge, good to see you.

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK:  Yes, sir.

SENATOR SABB: So | want to just tell you
how | ess than fortunate you are: it |ooks |ike you were
born in Septenber?

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK:  Yes, sir.

SENATOR SABB: 19587

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK:  Yes, sir.

SENATOR SABB: Graduated in 19767

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK:  From hi gh school, yes,
Sir.

SENATOR SABB: And so there's a senator who
sits and was born in Septenber of '58, and graduated from
the greatest high school graduation class ever recorded in
the history of mankind, and that was the Bicentennial C ass
of 1976.

| was talking with one of the conm ssioners
earlier, and we were tal king about |awer advertising, and
howit's just really gotten to a point where it's not
conplimentary to the profession. But the Steinberg Law

Firms ads are actually the exception rather than the
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general rule.

And so | want to confess -- they say that
confession is good for the soul, so | want to confess that
|'"ve gotten the firmbehind me, fromtime to time, as the
ad suggests that those who cone into contact with it
shoul d.

But | woul d say that your professiona
career has been extraordinary, and the reputation that
you' ve gained not only in the Berkeley County area but
statewide. And so | really didn't have any questions.
appreciate you allowing ne to give ny best stab at hunor.
It doesn't get any better than when it's been on display.
But thanks for com ng and thanks for offering.

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK:  No, thank you, sir.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: M. Safran.

MR SAFRAN. Thank you, M. Chairnman. Judge
Van Sl anbrook and | were classmates in 1983. | guess we
graduated fromlaw school here.

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK:  Yes.

EXAM NATI ON BY MR. SAFRAN

Q And | just want to highlight a few things that |
heard. Qoviously, you took a job pretty nuch right out of
| aw school with a firm and stayed with it until you |eft
to go becone the master

A Yes, sir.
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Q And during that tinme not only did you active
practice, you also did the segue as part of being a
muni ci pal court judge?

A Yes.

Q So in addition to nore or |ess what we all have
to experience in terms of, | guess, what we handle as cones
In you went to circuit court, you handl ed various natters
there over the course of thirty-plus years while there?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you got at |east some judicial experience
earlier on by being a nunicipal court judge, doing things
that would involve at a -- maybe a different scale, but
still basically the sane thing as far as having juries,
doing trials in that respect, and dealing with pleas and
things of that type?

A That's exactly right.

Q And then you've had that sane exposure to sone
extent since you been naster because of serving as a
special judge in certain instances.

A Serving as a judge and just -- and just being in
the courthouse, being able to take a ten-mnute break and
go watch a cross-exam nation, or talk to a judge after a
plea, to talk to them and understand what was going on and
what they may have seen that | didn't see.

Q And one thing | noticed in some of the coments
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that came in fromthe Bar was sonething that | certainly
can say | find | share, philosophically, and you probably
were exposed to, too, is that it used to be that many tinmes
we'd see a judge would only offer at they put in a pretty
substantial amount of tine as an active practitioner. And
you certainly did that. | mean, | think that was
ultimately kind of your goal was to put in a certain anmount
of years practicing, wasn't it?

A Yes, sir.

Q And really this is something that you' ve only
chosen to do after having kind of been in the trenches for
a number of years, and kind of seeing pretty nuch nost --
maybe not everything, nost of what you're going to run
across in an active trial practice. Is that also a fair
assessment ?

A It is.

Q And | know we used to |ook and say that the
peopl e who ran for judge were many times ones that were
using it to kind of cap out a career after having nore or
| ess gained the experience which is so necessary in order
to be able to be a good judge at a circuit court level. |
mean, do you feel like that's really kind of been how your
story has played out?

A It has. And | wouldn't say that | had planned it

out in that direction. It got to that point. But, yes, |
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think that the cunulation of the -- of the experience and
the process is what gives you the tools to be an effective
judge, absolutely.

Q And we don't know where these come from but |
can tell at least reading them that several people have
real ly focused on that fact, that, Hey, this is a guy with
experience, he's been around, he knows how to do this,
don't let himnmake the m stake of changing his mnd, is at
| east one of them | read.

So do you really feel like that based on the
nunber of years you've got in, with the particular
experience you have, that transitioning to be a circuit
judge is sonething that you're not going to be able to do
in pretty short order? Do you believe that?

A No, | don't think there will be a difficulty in
transitioning. | do not.

Q And | guess the other thing is, is you ve said
you' ve been a resident of the county since the '70s.

A Yes.

Q And it's been your hone.

A It has.

Q And even though you've been assigned to other
of fices, you' ve always lived there, though, haven't you?

A | always lived there. And that's where the hone

office -- essentially ny hone office was, was the Goose
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Creek office. That's exactly right.

Q Wul d you be -- | guess, would | be fair in
saying that you have some very deep roots in the comunity?

A Yes.

Q And even, you know, aside fromnow, did you sense
over tinme having |lived there, practiced there, that the
community really had a certain sense of, | guess, peace or
pride of conmtment to having a resident judge in Berkel ey?

A | do. And that's a -- that's a point that was
consi dered when I was looking at it as well. Since | would
be in Berkeley, I'd be living in Berkeley and be avail able
for those things that a circuit court judge may need to do
on an energency basis, crimnal-w se or whatever, |'d be
right there. So you're exactly right.

Q Thank you very nmuch for comng and we appreciate
your responses.

MR SAFRAN:  Thank you, M. Chairnan.

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK:  And thank you, M.
Saf r an.

CHAIl RVAN RANKI N Very well. O her
questions?

(Hearing none.)
EXAM NATI ON BY CHAI RVAN RANKI N:
Q Is it Kevin Holnes --

A Kevin Hol mes, yes.
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Q -- that you worked with David Pearl nan?
A Yes.
Q Who was the bicyclist?
A Well, that's nyself and Tom Wi te.
Q Tom Wi te, yes.
A He has nore difficulty staying upright than | do.
Q Yeah. | noted your dentist highlighting your

participation at a bi ke marathon every year in honor of
their child; is that right?

A It was his -- it was his father.

Q Yeah. Gkay. Isn't that on behalf on
Al zhei mer's?

A Yes, sir. It's aride across the state, a three-
day ride. |It's like sixty mles one day, eighty mles the
next, a hundred mles the |ast day raising noney. Three or
four hundred cyclists raised alnost half a mllion dollars
for Al zheiner's |ast year.

And because it didn't go conpletely across the
state, a small group of ny friends, we added on anot her
thirty or forty mles. So we went fromTryon all the way
to Mount Pleasant in those -- in four days.

Q And how many centuries have you ridden in your

bi ki ng days?
A Dozens.
Q |'ve done one. |'mso excited.
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A It's an acconplishnent. It absolutely is. It's
out there.
Q Yeah, |"'mnewto this. But anyway, Tomis

certainly an enthusiast. And |I'menbarrassed to not have
recal led his name right out of the chute.

But anyway, you're a -- just a couple of
comments. You have a certain, | don't want to say
coolness, it's certainly not aloofness either, but you have
a certain cal mabout you, very confortable with these
questions. You've been here, you' ve done it before
perhaps. O maybe not. You have done this before?

A Just for the --

Q As the nmaster?

A Just for the naster.

Q And then you'll be up, if this doesn't go
successfully, next year for reappointnent for that position
agai n.

A It's either -- it's either next year or the year
after. 1'mnot sure.

Q Qoviously, and I"'mnewto this, I've not served -
- been on one prior screening, but I'mcertainly aware of
how this works and the el ections that we've had over the
years. As Representative Murphy hit on, there's not one
area of the court or area of the law that you don't seem

wel | qui pped or as confortable as you appear before us. O
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IS there?

A Like | said, the crimnal aspects of it, just

sone of the nuts and bolts I'Il need to be nore famliar
with. 1've been exposed to all of it, sol think it's all
sonething that 1'Il be able to learn in short order.

Q The appoi ntnment of Special Grcuit Court judge,
you' ve had that distinction how nmany tinmes?

A | guess it's two or three years.

Q And that you submtted a witing sanple in that
vein? O was that you were --

A No, the witing sanple was as the
Master-in-Equity. No, nothing nmuch in witing as far as
the circuit court. Like | said nost -- on the civil side
mostly, the nore nmundane things that are -- they' re now
al most antiquated as a result of the e-filing.

Q You' ve been a city judge, correct?

A Yes.
Q And then the nmaster since '147?
A Yes.

Q And that decided by the Berkeley County
Del egati on?

A Just the del egation, yeah.

Q Right. Okay. And not that you're at the end of
your career, not to say that M. Safran was getting there,

you' re not capping out and icing your career wth this
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position, but if you were to have advice to young attorneys
comng in before you and the -- on the whol e subject, not
how to try a case but to -- or not to practice lawin a
certain way, what advice would you give thenf

A Vel l, | have had some experience in that to have
the Judicial Cbservation Experience Program the JOE
program So there will be a couple of themthat are
assigned during the summer fromthe Charleston School of
Law. And | -- and | enjoy that as well and | talk to them
-- you know, and one of the first things | say is, | say,
"Look around here. You see the -- you see the bailiff?
You see the people in the courtroonf You see these fol ks?
Be nice to those fol ks, 'cause those are the ones that get
t hi ngs done around here. You know, sonme day you're going
to need to get into the courthouse at a quarter after five,
and the door's going to be locked. And, you know, if
you're ugly to sonebody, you're not going to get in and get
your order signed."

You know, so | said, "So nunber one, be nice."

And you don't have -- Charlie Goldberg said, "You don't
have to be a schnuck to be a good lawer." And | tell them
that. And | say -- and | say you can -- you can be a good
| awyer, you can be an effective |awer, you can make |ots
of noney, but, you know, you don't have to be a

knuckl enead. You don't have to nmean or ornery. You can do
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it and be nice -- you know, a genuinely nice person and you
can get along with them

So, you know, believe ne they're tired of
listening to ne when they get their week or two done on
t hat .

Q We're not going to call nanes, but you have
certainly come in contact -- or appeared before a judge who
m ght not have had your disposition of being nice. If
there's a fault with our judiciary, if you could change any
one thing, either on this process, the Bar or ballot box
surveys, anything, if you could do anything to inprove the
| ot of the judiciary, what would you do?

A That's a | oaded question. And | don't -- | don't
know that | can answer that off the top of ny head. |l
have to defer on that one. [|'d have to -- |1'd have to put
some thought into that. ['msorry.

Q Maybe it doesn't need to be inproved at all

A There's nothing glaring. That's probably the
t akeaway, there's nothing glaring that | can -- that | can
think of -- that | can think of.

Q You handl ed that question well too. It wasn't
I ntended as a | oaded questi on.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. Unless there
are other questions? Senator Young.
SENATOR YOUNG. Thank you, M. Chairnan.
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EXAM NATI ON BY SENATOR YOUNG

Q Judge, | just wanted to just clarify for the
record, in |looking at the Bar coments they were just
really across the board exceptional. The only two things
that | saw that stood out were -- well, there's actually
the same thing nentioned tw ce, and that was there were two
-- two commenters that said sonething about |ack of
crimnal experience. But in reading your PDQ and your
other materials, you actually have crimnal experience on
the bench as a nunicipal judge; is that right?

A Yes, that's correct.

Q And you took pleas?

A | took pleas, yes.

Q You presided over crimnal trials in the
muni ci pal court?

A In municipal court, yes. Primarily jury trials,
occasi onal bench trials.

Q Thank you very much.

A And | greatly enjoyed the jury trial stuff. They
did it at night, on the explanation that they didn't want
to interfere with people during their work, which was --
they still didn't like comng in at night. But | did enjoy
doing the jury trials.

CHAIl RVAN RANKIN:  Very well. Al right.

Unl ess there's anything else. You were supposed to be here
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at 3:30. And you got here early. It is 3:32, two mnute -

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK: Two minutes -- a two-
m nute screening. Thank you, sir.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Not only a century, but
you did it in two mnutes or less. That now concludes this
portion of the screening process. W appreciate your being
here, and being here early, and being so forthright and
tol erant of unique questions. Mne particularly. You are
subject to being called back.

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK:  Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: And that would be in the
vein of any violation, or the appearance of any violation
of any of our state ethics rules, which we take very
seriously, as you know, and woul d be consi dered very
heavily in any deliberations by the Comm ssi on.

The record will remain open until the record
of qualifications is closed. And should we have any
questions of you, you do know that we would call you back;
Is that right?

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK:  Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Al'l right. Judge, thank
you very nuch for participating. And safe travels hone.

If you're riding your bike, stay in the right |ane.

JUDGE VAN SLAMBROOK:  Thank you all.
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(Candi dat e excused.)
CHAI RMAN RANKI N:  Laura Canpbel | Waring.
M5. WARING  Yes, sir.
CHAI RVAN RANKIN: O Waring?
M5. WARING  Wari ng.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Waring. Very well. If
you wi ||, please raise your right hand.
VWHEREUPON,

LAURA CAMPBELL WARI NG, being duly sworn and
cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the truth, testifies as foll ows:

CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  You' ve got two forns
there, a PDQ and a sworn statenent. Are they correct? Do
they need to be anended or edited in any way?

M5. WARING  They are correct.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Do you have any objection

to those being made a part of the record of your sworn

testimony?

M5. WARING None what soever.

CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  If you'll hand those to
Lindi, she'll hand themto the court reporter and they'l|

be made part of the record.
M5. WARING Thank you.
(EXHBIT NO. 19 - JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTI ON
COW SSI ON PERSONAL DATA QUESTI ONNAI RE OF
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LAURA CAMPBELL WARI NG
(EXH BI'T NO._ 20/ - AVENDMENT TO PERSONAL DATA
QUESTI ONNAI RE OF LAURA CAMPBELL WARI NG
(EXH BIT NO._ 21/ - JUDICIAL MERI T SELECTI ON
COWM SSI ON SWORN STATEMENT OF LAURA CAMPBELL
WARI NG)
(EXH BIT NO. 22/ - AMENDMENT TO SWORN
STATEMENT OF LAURA CAMPBELL WARI NG
CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  You have never
participated in this process before?
M5. WARING | have not.
CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  But you are steeped in
rules now. | do know you know that.
M5. WARING  Yes.
CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Part of our effort in
I nvestigating your candidacy is to focus and investigate on
nine particular criteria, six particularly, which includes
a study of your application naterials, a study of previous
screeni ngs, which you don't have, a check for economc
conflicts of interests, a ballot box survey through
anonymous nenbers of the Bar, a search of newspaper
articles in which your name appears, and then nore
Importantly a verification of your conpliance with the
state ethic rules. You're aware of that, right?
M5. WARING  Yes.
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CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  No affidavits have been
filed in opposition to your canpaign and your candi dacy.

No wi tnesses are present to testify. Unless the gentleman
who came in with you would |like to be sworn and oathed --
he's not smling, so | don't think he's even taking lightly
my comment. You are welconme to introduce this person, if
you'd like, but you don't have to.

M5. WARING It would be ny pleasure. I'd
like to introduce you to nmy husband, Robert Guber. MW
husband of twenty-one years, ny very best friend, and ny
st aunchest supporter.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Wel come. | think M.

G uber and | mght have been classmates in | aw school
t oget her.

M5. WARING  You m ght have been.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: | mi ght have been a | ot
ol der than he was. Al right. M. Waring, do you have any
opening statenent that you'd like to nake? | wll tell you
it is not required and not necessary. |In interest of tine,
you may dispense of that.

M5. WARING  And in the interest of tine |'d
like to dispense with it. Except | would [ike to thank
your staff, which has been incredible. M. Crawford, M.
Ander son, Ms. Putnam have absol utely paved the way for a

snoot h process.
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CHAI RVAN RANKI N Very well. Al right.
Take it away.

M5. ANDERSON: | would note for the record
that based on the testinony contained in Ms. Waring's PDQ
that has been included in the record with her consent, M.
Laura Waring neets the constitutional and statutory
requi rements for this position regarding age, residence and
years of practice.

EXAM NATI ON BY Ms. ANDERSON:

Q Good afternoon, Ms. Wring.

A Good afternoon, Ms. Anderson.

Q Ms. Waring, how do you feel your |egal and
prof essi onal experience thus far renders you qualified and
wi Il assist you to be an effective circuit court judge?

A Well, | believe that nmy diverse practice and the
approach with which | practice have included people from
all walks of [ife. | believe that representing plaintiffs
and defendants, children, and certainly adults, | believe
|'ve seen enough in nmy practice to have a broader view
And | believe that | do bring a broader view and a
servant's heart to the bench.

Q Ms. Waring, the Conmission received 149 ball ot
box surveys regardi ng your candidacy, with 16 additi onal
comments. The ballot box surveys, for exanple, contained

some of the follow ng positive coments:
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"Laura woul d be an i mense asset to our judicia
system | think she woul d make outstanding contributions,
put in the hard work, maintain a high level of civility and
fairness. M. Waring is possessed of a sharp mnd and a
conpassi onate nature. She woul d make an excel |l ent judge."

Two of the witten corments expressed concerns.
One comment states, "In my interaction wth M. Waring,
found her representation of the client to be based nore on
enotion and logic, |egal analysis of the facts and the
| aw. "

\What response woul d you offer to this concern?

A Right. And it's hard in a vacuum not know ng
fromwho the concern cones, and fromwhat situation it nay
come. That certainly does not sound like the
characterization that | would give nyself.

| believe that | have a great bal ance of rational
t hought behind what | do, and that my practice has been
based upon the law. And certainly that | do zeal ously
represent ny clients as a |awer. Now, as a judge, of
course, my job is to be dispassionate.

Q Anot her concern raised regards your experience,
that you don't have the experience or depth or scope of
| egal know edge to be an effective circuit court judge,
that your background is of limted exposure to the various

conplex matters that would cone with the position. What
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response woul d you offer to this concern?

A Well, | would respectfully disagree. Again not
know ng where this is comng from | believe that ny
experience across the board, not only fromthe plaintiffs
bar but defense bar, and certainly fromthe famly court to
circuit court to admnistrative venues with conplex cases
on appeal, including one case that we tried for a nonth, |
believe | have amassed a rather broad view and a broad
practi ce.

Q In your personal data questionnaire you responded
that you have not been named a party, either personally or
professionally, in any civil or crimnal proceedings. The
SLED report that the conmmttee received indicated |awsuits
that listed a Ms. Laura Waring as a party. And you've
reviewed the report.

A | have.

Q Coul d you please clarify for the record if you
have ever been a nanmed party, either personally or
professionally in, or have had a pecuniary interest in any
civil or crimnal proceedings?

A Correct. | have reviewed what the SLED check
found, and found that is a different person who shares ny
name. Apparently, that Laura Waring was involved with sone
heirs property on Anerica Street, where |'ve never [|ived.

And | believe there was another |awsuit, again not the sane
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Laura Waring.

Q Thank you. Are there are there any organi zations
in which you're currently involved or affiliated with that
woul d need to be reevaluated if elected as circuit court
j udge?

A | believe that the various nonprofit
organi zations to which | belong all conply with the rules.
| have reviewed the nmenbership requirements and the
fraternal organizations, and sone of the wonen's
organi zations to which | belong do conport with the rules.

Q Ms. Waring, are you aware that as a judicia
candi date you are bound by the Code of Judicial Conduct as
found in Rule 501 of the South Carolina Appellate Court
Rul es?

A Yes.

Q Since submtting your letter of intent have you
contacted any nembers of the Comm ssion about your
candi dacy?

A No.

Q Since submtting your letter of intent have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator either
prior to this date or pending the outcome of your
screeni ng?

A No.

Q Are you famliar with Section 2-19-70, including
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the limtations on contacting menbers of the Genera
Assenbl y regardi ng your screening?
A | have reviewed them
Q Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenbly on your behalf, or are you
aware of anyone attenpting to intervene in this process on
your behal f?
A No.
Q Have you reviewed and do you understand the
Commi ssion's guidelines on pledging and South Carolina Code
Section 2-19-70(E)?
A Yes.
M5. ANDERSON: | would note that the Low
Country Ctizens Commttee reported that Ms. Waring is well
qualified as to ethical fitness, professional and academc
ability, character, reputation and judicial tenperanent.
The report found Ms. Waring to be qualified as to regards
to constitutional qualifications, physical health and
mental stability and experience.
The report al so states, "Superb person.
Probably better to be a famly court judge."
M. Chairman, | would note for the record
that any concerns raised during the investigation by staff
regarding Ms. Waring were incorporated into the questioning

of Ms. Waring today. M. Chairman, | have no further
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questi ons.
CHAI RMAN RANKI N: Menbers of the Conm ssion,
any questions for Ms. \Waring?
(Hearing none.)
EXAM NATI ON BY CHAI RVAN RANKI N:

Q "Il open it up with the -- you are famliar wth
the Low Country Citizens Commttee report?

A Yes.

Q You' ve heard before, the recommendation given to
you, and that you would probably be better qualified to be
a famly court judge. It's a unique conplinent.

A | ndeed.

Q How do you react to that? What is your response
to that?

A | do take it as a conpliment. | think it speaks
to the diversity of the practice in which | have thrived.
|'"ve certainly seen a broad swath of issues, and | believe
iIf I were qualified in that person's opinion to be a famly
court judge, |'mprobably qualified for many ot her
admrabl e positions.

Q Very well. And this is the citizens conmttee
report, not the anonynous conmment.

A Ri ght.

Q So you met with them--

A Ri ght.
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Q -- correct?
A And | can certainly inmagine where this particular
comrent is comng from And we had a | engthy discussion

about ny career and ny past work in the famly court. And

but for the last fifteen-plus years, | have been in civil
practi ce.
Q In the area of crimnal practice, this record

that you mght | ook at hereafter on every case -- or rather

j udges of candidacy thus far -- not famly court-related,
but ADR nedi ation --

A Ri ght.

Q -- taking away lots of cases that would go to

trial at the parties blessing --
A Sure.
Q -- you obviously are a litigator, and you have

participated -- you've tried -- you referenced a nmonth-1ong

trial, I think.

A Yes.

Q | don't know how far back that was. Wen was
t hat ?

A That was in 2006.

Q In the last five years, your civil practice that
-- and not the famly law area, but civil practice itself.

A Gvil practice. And primarily on the plaintiff

si de.
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Q You' ve tried how many cases in the last --

A In the last five? | think |'ve had to go to
trial like once maybe. And following the trend of the
state, especially in non-weck cases, about 95 percent of
those cases are settling out. And the cases that are bei

tried now are weck cases.

Q Again, at the parties consent and blessing, it'
not |ike --
A Ri ght.
-- pushing on to that.
A Ri ght.
Q Are you a nediator, M. Waring?

>

| amnot a nediator.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. So | have no
ot her questions. Representative Mirphy.

REPRESENTATI VE MJURPHY:  Thank you, M.

Chai r man.
EXAM NATI ON BY REPRESENTATI VE MJRPHY:

Q Ms. Waring, briefly, are you related to any
Warings from Dorchester County --

A | believe --

Q -- or the Sumrerville area?

A Distantly kinned, yes.

Q | was thinking it's not a common |ast nane, but

It's very comon in Summerville.

ng

S
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Correct.

Very good peopl e.

Thank you.

You live currently, | think, in Wst Ashley?
| do.

Q And this seat that you' ve applied for, with a

> O > O >

number of other candidates, is a resident circuit judge
seat .

A Correct.

Q And currently there are two resident circuit
judge seat judges in the 9th Crcuit; Judge Jefferson,
Judge Young, both of which who reside in Charleston County,
correct?

A Correct.

Q The seat that you're screening for, the two
previ ous judges both resided in Berkeley County. And the
fact of the matter is the citizens of Berkeley County
currently do not have a resident judge. Do you think there
Is value in -- that, that is a valid concern, that if this
seat which has been held for the last, | think, twenty
years by a resident of Berkeley County, that it should
continue to be held by a resident of Berkeley County?

Do you find -- do you think that, that's a valid
concern of the citizens that they would be left without a

resi dent judge?
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A As | understand, we all will have to do our part
intraveling. And so | certainly appreciate where we are a
much nore nobile society now than we use to be back when --
you know, riding the circuit seened to be a big deal. And
so having a resident judge, historically, probably was a
much bigger deal than it is now.

| certainly appreciate the Berkel ey County
citizens wanting to hold on to having a resident judge, but
| certainly feel that | would serve the Berkel ey residents
as wel |l as any candi date.

Q Al right. Thank you

A Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. Any other
questions? Anyone el se? Senator Young.

SENATOR YOUNG. Thank you, M. Chairnan.
EXAM NATI ON BY SENATOR YOUNG

Q Ms. Waring, thank you so nuch for your interest
In serving the state on the circuit court. | would ask you
to tell us how your private practice has prepared you for
serving on the circuit court bench.

A Wth a private practice, and particularly a
smal | er practice, you never know what's going to walk in
the door. And occasionally |I get cold calls. And
sonetines, you know, as a younger associate -- | can't say

' myoung now. But as a younger associate |'d get thrown
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whatever | had to do that day, and pick it up and run with
wthit, as |'msure nost of you did at sone point in your
careers.

And so | cut ny teeth on seat-of-your-pants
| awyering, and picking up a file and running with it. And
the same with the clients, particularly in a smaller firm-
- or wth the insurance defense, you don't pick the client
with insurance defense. And so you get what's handed to
you.

And | think in that sense, that's what's going to
happen at the bench as well, you're going to get what's
handed to you. And certainly it will be comng fast.
believe even in nmy prior practice with the guardian ad
litemprogram that was a sense of triage as much as
anything el se.

And | believe that | have acquired a good sense
of triage and a sense of snelling out the cases that |
don't want to take. That same skill | believe would be
great for the bench.

Q How about your judicial philosophy? Could you
tell us -- | know you answered it in the PDQ but tell us a
little bit nore about what you meant -- what your judicia
phil osophy is in terns of how you would apply the law to
the facts.

A Right. Certainly evenhandedly. | do not come to
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this with an agenda. | think that we are -- as many have
said before me, we are the unpire. W call the balls and
strikes. Mre inportantly we are the gatekeepers.

And there are sone cases that you need to grant
summary judgment. And those will be apparent. Sonme cases
must be tried. You know, if you need to direct a verdict,
then you direct a verdict.

You call what is in front of you. M job is not
to necessarily plan what | mght do. In fact, | would say
my thoughts on being a judge are the anti-activist judge.
| deal with the facts as they're given and the law which is
in front of ne.

Q Are you doing anything at this tine to try to
prepare yourself for the crimnal side if you were el ected?

A Sure. | have been reviewi ng not only the nost
recent cases, | have acquired a |large volune of the 2017
Penalties and Offenses by M. Strickler. Rest his soul.
And those -- the list and the application of various
penal ties and offenses, |'ve certainly been review ng those
in preparation for today. Because | figured those were the
questions that were comng to ne.

|"ve also reviewed the Omibus Crinme Reduction
Act, and as many crimnal procedure books as | can get ny
hands on. And | look forward to |earning nore.

Q Thank you very nuch.
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A Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. Any other
questions?

MR SAFRAN:  Good afternoon. And we
appreci ate your being here.

M5. WARING  Thank you

CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  No, just the lady to your
left.

MR. SAFRAN. |'msorry. Sorry about that.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  So with that, he's going
to yield to you.

MR SAFRAN. [I'mgoing to yield to you. You
can go first. You go right ahead. 1'Il end it up. You go
ri ght ahead.

M5. MCIVER  Thank you.

EXAM NATI ON BY MS. MC VER

Q | noticed that you and your husband have created
a fam |y business called Peregrination LLC. D d | say that
right?

A You di d.

Q Can you tell us a little bit nore about that --

A Sure.
Q -- and how much of your time you devote to that
busi ness?

A Sure. That business was created in part, and
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probably now in hindsight, solely to support my husband's
sabbatical, wherein we traveled the country in an RV and

t ook wonderful footage. And our intent is still at sone
point to put together travel videos and informative travel
materials for other famlies. And that was the vehicle by
which we chose to organize that. That business is much
more right now of a back-burner issue. But certainly we'll
keep our day | obs.

EXAM NATI ON BY MR SAFRAN

Q Thank you. Sorry for ne junping out of turn
Let me say this: I've known your husband a |ong tinme, and
he has been in ny estination over the course of ny career,
you know, probably one of the nobst true gentlenman that |'ve
ever had to deal wth,

A Thank you, sir.

Q He' s al ways been very even keeled. And so you
and | have never nmet, but | can tell you that, you know,
based on ny experience with him it's nothing but a
positive.

A Thank you.

Q Let me say this: W sat here over the |ast couple
of years, and we consistently hear fromthe different
judges that -- you've already acknow edged the civil
practice has gotten to a point where effectively you don't

get to the end point, sinply because these cases work out.
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A Ri ght.

Q Judge Kelly was here yesterday, and saying that
sitting over there, the civil termbasically goes and it
falls out, and I"'mgoing in and getting people out of the
jail because we've got to nove them because we don't have
space in there so we have to go ahead and effectively open
crimnal court even though it wasn't schedul ed.

So we recognize now that in terms of court tineg,
a substantial portion is devoted towards general sessions.
| don't have any doubt in ny mnd that you are an
intelligent person, that you're educated, you've got a
pretty broad experience.

That said, you know, crimnal work is not
sonmet hing that you necessarily nmaster overnight. And
gi ven, you know, the anmount of crimnal work that is going
to be required, tell me how you would address it. You
know, | know you said, "l've read books." But that goes
only so far. How do you feel like you would be able to
kind of prepare yourself to be able to take really the
ground -- hit the ground running? Because, you know, when
these go -- as somebody commented earlier, you go sit with
an established judge for two weeks and then you're on your
own.

A Sure.

Q And, you know, they do come at you quick and hard
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with the general sessions stuff. How would you nore or
| ess feel |ike you could be able to address that?

A | think that's a great question. | think that's
exactly what |'ve considered through this process, because
| know that's exactly what you all have asked. And |'ve
certainly reviewed the prior transcripts fromothers.

| think that as to ny particular qualifications,
some of the best qualifications come frommny triage skills
that | learned back in the guardian ad litemproject. W
had a docket of about twenty-seven on any given Thursday,
so we began the day with four or five probable cause
hearings. And so | amcertainly used to things comng at
me fast.

| was in court the other day with Judge MCoy,
and wat ched her deal with a pretty diverse docket in front
of her, and talked to her after she had finished. And her
response to ne was, "It's sort of like a whiplash effect.”

And | could relate. Because | have been there.
And so the triage skills that |'ve | earned are absol utely
applicable to anything that's going to cone before ne. As
for substance, certainly | have not been a conplete
stranger to crimnal proceedings. And | did put in ny PDQ
| felt it inportant to anmend, because | know exactly what
this Conm ssion's concern is regarding that |ack of

experience.
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So | have seen and been involved in two
sentencing hearings, and so |'mnot a conplete stranger to
the process. But | absolutely acknow edge that, that is a
skill that I will need to turn around fast.

Q Thank you.
A Thank you, sir.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N Any thing el se? Anyone
el se?

(Hearing none.)

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Ms. Waring, | want to
thank you for your willingness to serve and offer for the
candidacy in this position. |'mcurious to know about this
travel thing. And if I'mnot mstaken, | think Andy's
given ne a little nmore confort. | think your husband is --

or used to be a defense attorney.

M5. WARING ~ Still is.
CHAI RVMAN RANKIN: ~ Wth Young C ement Rivers?
M5. WARING ~ Still is.

CHAI RMAN RANKI N:  Yeah. He doesn't recall
me, but | think | recall himfondly.

M5. WARING. | know he does you as well.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Tel I me about that back-
burner business. Wat's the goal ?

M5. WARING  The goal -- it may go nowhere,

frankly. W wll need sonme nore tine to get that to go
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anywhere. But we wanted to go ahead and set it up as we
acquired the RV and the canera material, so that if we
| ater decided to turn a profit with it, that we could
certainly have that on record.

And again it may go nowhere. But it was a
f abul ous experience for sabbatical to see the country for
two nonths straight. And actually | submtted ny
application froma beautiful town in Washington, and it was
just extraordinary the people we net, and the diverse views
in Anerica, the diverse population, the incredible people
of our homne.

CHAI RMVAN RANKIN:  Well, very good. Rick
Steves of American Landscape, isn't that the guy that
travel s Europe? Rick Steves. Wat's his name?

M5. WARING | don't know.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  The ETV guy. Is it Rick
Steves. |'ve got one square up here who knows what |'m
t al ki ng about.

M5. WARING  Thank you. |'Il join her any
day.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Google the name. If you
watch ETV, you'll find it. He's very, very popul ar.

Al right. M. Waring, thank you so nuch.
And now t hat does conclude, fortunately for you and ot her

menbers of this commssion, this portion of your screening.
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We appreciate again your willingness to over for candi dacy.

M5. WARING  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  You are to be rem nded of
our criteria and the fact that we take serious the spirit
and both -- and letter of the law. The South Carolina
ethics rules, I'mtalking about specifically. And that any
violation or the appearance of inpropriety in that regard
wi || be deened very serious and deserving of very heavy
serious deliberations by the Conm ssion.

This record will remain open until the
formal record of qualifications is issued, and we would
call you back if there were any questions in that regard.
And so with that you are aware of that rule, correct?

M5. WARING Yes, sir.

CHAI RMVAN RANKIN:  Very well. And with that,
that will now close the record. And | w sh you both safe
travels. And perhaps you'll get the video canera and film
|-26 as you drive back to Charl eston.

M5. WARING  Thank you.

CHAI RVMAN RANKIN:  Yes, ma' am

(Candi dat e excused.)

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  John O Williams I, if
you w I, please, sir, raise your right hand.
VHEREUPQN,

JOHN O WLLIAMS I, Dbeing duly sworn and
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cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the truth, testifies as follows:
CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  You have before you, two
docunents you' ve prepared and reviewed. And any edits that
need to be nade to those?
MR WLLIAMS: M hone address has changed,
but not hing el se.
CHAI RVAN RANKI N Any objection to us making
those a part of the record to your sworn testinony?
MR WLLIAVS: No objection.
CHAI RVAN RANKIN: I f you'll hand those to
Lindi, to your left, they'll be marked and entered into the
record.
(EXH BIT NO. 23 - JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTI ON
COW SSI ON PERSONAL DATA QUESTI ONNAI RE OF JOHN O
W LLIAMS |1)

(EXHIBIT NO. 24 - JUDI CIAL MERI T SELECTI ON
COMM SSI ON SWORN STATEMENT OF JOHN O WLLI AMS
1)

CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  You' ve never submitted to
this process before; is that correct?

MR WLLIAMS: | have not.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N You, however, are very
famliar with our job to thoroughly investigate your

candi dacy.
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MR WLLIAVS: Yes, sir

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And we have | ooked at nine
specific criteria, which include a ballot box survey, a
check for economc conflicts of interest, a search of
newspaper articles in which your nane appears, a study of
your application materials, and verification of your
conpliance with the state ethics | aws.

No one has filed any affidavit in opposition
to your candidacy, and no one is here to testify against
you. M. WIllians, you' re welcone to nake a brief opening
statenent. It's not required. It's not encouraged, but
certainly not discouraged.

MR. WLLIAVS: Sure.

CHAI RMAN RANKI N You have that right. And

thereafter, M. Ml donado will ask you some questions.

MR WLLIAMS: Well, I think the application
speaks for itself. |'mhappy to answer any questions that
the panel has. | know I'mthrough |ast one of the day, so

CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  But the nost inportant.
And we appreciate your being here early and waiting.

MR WLLIAVS: Absolutely. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  We are actually thirty
mnutes -- well, actually, no. An hour -- not quite an

hour ahead of schedule, so --
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MR WLLIAMS: M. Ml donado asked me to be
here, so | said, "Absolutely."

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Very well. Take it away.
Bob.

MR, MALDONADO.  Thank you, sir. | note for
the record that based on the testinony contained in the
candi date's PDQ which has been included in the record, with
the candidate's consent, John O WIllians Il neets the
constitutional and statutory requirements for this position
regardi ng age, residence and years of practice. And for
the record on the newspaper search, he's popped up a couple
of times last night, too, but that's a special search.

EXAM NATI ON BY MR MALDONADO:

Q M. WIIlians, can you state the city and circuit
I n which you reside?

A | reside in Pinopolis, South Carolina. |In your
packets, it probably says Moncks Corner. That's the
address change that | nentioned. And that's in the 9th
Grcuit,

Q M. WIlians, why do you want to be a Grcuit
Court judge?

A Most importantly, it's public service. |f you'l
notice in ny packet, civic engagenment and church
I nvol venent, board and foundation involvenent, it's very

i mportant to me. That's why | took the job as a county

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N oo o B~ W N

N T N N S T N N o e =
g A W N P O © O N oo o A W N P, O

PROCEEDINGS

Page 171

attorney four years ago. That has only strengthened ny
desire to continue in public service.

Being able -- or knowi ng that the actions that
you do, in fighting for your client, makes the community
you live in better. It is inportant. It's conforting.
It's reassuring to see that the product of your work is
maki ng the people around and the community you live in
better.

| nmean, if you're saving taxpayers' noney, that
makes the taxpayers better. If you're -- if you're
negotiating incentive agreements for econom c devel opnent,
you're providing jobs in your area and you're stimulating
the econony. And that nakes the community better. | think
public service is inportant and it's sonmething | enjoy.

| think being a judge, being able to make the
justice systembetter, making sure that you do justice,
that you admnister justice, that you -- that you work hard
to get it right is inportant, even when getting it right
isn't popular or requires you to make a difficult decision.

But | think that's part of public service. And
being able to go to sleep with a clear conscience at night
I's inportant.

Q Thank you. M. WIlIlians, how do you feel your
| egal and professional experience thus far renders you

qualified and will assist you to being an effective circuit
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court judge?

A Well, I will admt and own that while ny years of
practice are constitutionally sufficient, are probably
fewer in nunber than sone of the other applicants. Wat |
woul d say is nmy experience is a little bit unique. And I
think it allows me to be ideally situated to be a judge.

| think you'll notice that |'ve got practice --
or experience both in the private and the governnent side,
in both civil and crimnal practice. | think that's fairly
uni que. You know, frommy time as a prosecutor to ny tine
representing crimnal defendants, to also representing
plaintiffs and businesses in private practice, to now
representing Berkeley County and government in common pleas
and master's court and nagi strates court.

That's a pretty wide -- that's a broad spectrum
of different practice areas. And | think that makes ne
uni quely qualified for this position.

Q Thank you. Wat suggestions would you offer to

help to inprove the backlog in the circuit court?

A Well, | don't pretend to have the answers -- al
the answers. | don't think any one individual has all the
answers. | think it's inportant to get into the job, to

| earn, to observe, to neet with the stakehol ders, the
people that are involved on a -- on a daily basis with the

system
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| also believe that it's not a one-size-fits-al
approach. |'mnot sure that the -- that the way to fix the
backl og in McCorm ck County is the sane as the way to fix
it in Geenville County. | think it's inportant for at
| east the different judicial circuits to have their own
commttees, their own stakehol ders involved. Perhaps naybe
even in each county.

But | certainly wouldn't want to take any
particular action on the first day. | think it's inportant
to get in there and |earn and observe and nmeet with people,
and try to identify sone issues, some concerns and sone
resol utions fromthose people. And perhaps working with
the Chief Justice to get those conmttees appointed so that
we can work towards those resol utions.

Q M. WIIlians, what do you think is the
appropriate demeanor for a circuit court judge?

A | think patience and tenperance are significant.
There are extrenely inportant. Even-tenpered, perhaps,
even. | would say that this is probably one of the areas
where | woul d describe it as a strength for ne.

Right now | work with eight county counci
menbers and a county supervisor, all of which are popularly
elected. | think when you're in a position like that, you
| earn patience and you | earn tenperance. Because a quick

tenper -- quick actions are not going to serve anybody
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better.

| think if you ook at the comments fromthe
different people who -- the different nenbers of the Bar
who voted, who supplied comrents on ny behalf, | think it's
fair to say that many of ny peers believe that in their
experience working with me, that |'ve shown tenperance,
that | have been soneone that they enjoy working with, and
that's fair.

And | think that even tenper and that patience,
treating everybody kind -- with kindness and fairness, |
woul d say that's the appropriate deneanor for a judge.

Q Thank you. The Comm ssion received 157 bal |l ot
box surveys regarding you, with 25 additional comments.
The survey, for exanple, contained the follow ng positive
comrent s:

"M. WIIlianms woul d make an excel | ent judge.
|'"ve interacted with himin his capacity as Judge Dennis'
| aw clerk, as a solicitor, as a private attorney and as a
county attorney. He is honest, even-tenpered, erudite, and
very judicious."

Also, "M. WIlliams is an outstanding candi date
with inpeccable credentials and woul d be a wel cong,
necessary, and exenplary menber of the bench.”

A few of the witten coments expressed concerns

regardi ng your age and |ack of experience. How would you
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respond to those concerns?

A Wel |, obviously, age | can't do anything about.
You know, |I'd say based on the Constitution, | meet the
m ni num requirements -- well, nore than neet the m ni mum
requi rements. But | would say that based on my experience,
| think it is unique. | think having that experience, like
| mentioned on both the private and governnent side of both
civil and crimnal practice, is unique. And I think that
broad base is -- makes nme ideally suited for the position
of a circuit court judge.

Q Anot her comment stated, "He has had questionabl e
contact with legislators through | obbyists.” Wat response
woul d you offer to that concern?

A | don't -- | don't even know. | think | only
even know one |obbyist. And | certainly don't know of any
| nappropriate contact. |'mjust -- I'mkind of at a | oss
to even how to respond to that.

Q M. WIIlians, you've indicated in your PDQ that
you've had five crimnal citations, including open
container and littering in 2002, mnor possession in 2002,
drinking in public in 2005, destruction of property in
2006, and an open container in 2006. WIIl you please
describe the nature and the circunstances regarding these.

A Sure. That was obviously when | was in college.

And | would say when | was a child, |I acted like a child.
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Wen | was -- when | becane a man, | put away ny childish
things. It's unfortunate. | own it. | accept it. | did
it. |'ve learned fromit. |[|'ve also gotten narried and
had three beautiful girls since then too. And | think it's
Important, it's part of the naturation process. W mature.
We gain wisdom W grow up. You know, it's part of ny
past. It's behind ne. But, yes, | admt it.

Q "Il finish with sone housekeeping issues. M.
WIllians, are you aware that as a judicial candidate you
are bound by the Code of Judicial Conduct as found in Rule
501 of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules?

A Yes.

Q Since submtting your letter of intent have you
contacted any nenbers of the Comm ssion about your
candi dacy?

A | have not.

Q Since submtting your letter of intent have you
sought or received the pledge of any |legislator either
prior to this date or pending the outcone of your
screeni ng?

A No, | have not.

Q Are you famliar with Section 2-19-70, including
the limtations on contacting menbers of the Genera
Assenbl y regardi ng your screening?

A l'"msure | have reviewed it, yes.
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Q Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenmbly on your behalf, or are you
aware of anyone attenpting to intervene in this process on
your behal f?

A | am not.

Q Have you reviewed and do you understand the
Comm ssion's guidelines on pledging and South Carolina Code
Section 2-19-70(E)?

A Yes, |'msure | have reviewed that.

VR, MALDONADO | woul d note that the Low
Country Ctizens Commttee reported that M. WIllians to be
qualified as to the Constitutional qualifications, physical
health, mental stability, and experience. The Commttee
reported M. WIllians to be well qualified as to ethical
fitness, character, professional and academc ability,
reputation, and judicial tenperanent.

The Commttee further noted, "Good breadth
of experience."

M. Chairman, | would note for the record
that corments that any concerns raised during the
I nvestigation by staff regarding the candi date were
I ncorporated into the questioning of the candi date today.
M. Chairman, | have no further questions.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Thank you, M. Ml donado.

Questions from nenbers of the Conmm ssion? Representative
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Mur phy.

REPRESENTATI VE MURPHY:  Just briefly. Thank
you, M. Chairman.
EXAM NATI ON BY REPRESENTATI VE MURPHY:

Q M. WIIlians, the county -- the county attorney
position, that's full-tinme, correct?

A Yes.

Q And you're a lifelong resident of Berkeley
County?

A Yes, sir. Born and raised.

Q And | noticed that this is just an observation of
mne, particularly in light of last night's neeting that
you had, that when you said that one the virtues that you
woul d -- for a judge would be patience. Know ng Council man
Steve Davis, you have to be one very, very patient
I ndividual to deal with Steve. And he's a friend of mne,
SO --

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD: At | east he was.

REPRESENTATI VE MURPHY: He was.

REPRESENTATIVE SM TH. That's off the
record, Madam Court Reporter.

MR WLLIAVMS: Steve is a good friend. nd |
agree with you, whol eheartedly.

CHAI RVAN RANKI N Representative Smth.
EXAM NATI ON BY REPRESENTATI VE SM TH:
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Q M. WIlians, | appreciate you being here today.
And | appreciate you offering for this position. |'m
| ooki ng at your PDQ and |ooking at this, and you graduated
| aw school in 2009; is that right?

A That's correct.

Q So you've practiced about eight years?

A Wl |, yeah. N ne years. It's ny tenth.

Q M/ math's always not great. So | think the
mninum-- the constitutional or statutory qualification is
ei ght years, right?

A Ei ght years. That's correct.

Q And so | guess that's why someone said you were
young on the job as --

A Sure.

Q -- as doing that. But when | |ook at your
experience, it seens |like you' ve got a wealth of
experience. You law clerked for Judge Dennis?

A Yes, sir.

Q And | think he's probably one of ny favorite
judges in the state of South Carolina. |'ve probably tried
a couple of cases in front of himin ny time, and just
think the world of him And | presume clerking with him
you | earned a | ot?

A Ch, he's a -- he's a great nentor. Since he

offered ne that job, that tinme | spent wwth himl l|earned a
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lot. And he has continued to mentor me over the |ast eight
or nine years.

Q | don't think you could a better circuit court
judge to work for. And then you prosecuted for about a
year, a year and a half over there with the solicitor's
of fice?

A That's correct.

Q What types of cases would you routinely handle

over there?

A | predomnately handled all the DUs. But I did
handl e property crines. | handled nurder. | handled arnmed
robbery. | mean, it was -- it was a pretty w de ganut

there. Berkeley County's one of those counties that's
still small enough where you can -- you're able to
prosecute a wi de nunber of crimes -- different crines, but
you al so have some specialities as well.

Q But it's not -- | guess sonetimes -- | know |ike
in Charleston and Berkel ey, Mncks Corner's still a small
town, and Berkeley County is grow ng, has been ny
experience, but --

A That's exactly right.

Q -- the courthouse over in Mncks Corner, it |ooks
|i ke any other small town in South Carolina.

A That's right.

Q And so | was just wondering whether, |ike you say
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there -- | know solicitors who concentrate on property
crimes or DU's or CDVs. You just kind of had the whole
ganut of prosecutions there?

A Yes. | think ny trials were arned robberies,
arson. Maybe another armed robbery. And like I said,
handled all the DU s for alnost two years. So, yeah, it
was -- |'d say it was a variety of issues.

Q And then when you went in private practice, |
presune that's your father's practice that you went into?

A That's ny uncle. M uncle and ny cousin

Q And you practiced there for about two years. D d
you do a lot of civil work when you were in that private
practice?

A It was about half and half. | was there from--
three years from'12, '13, and '14. Personal injury,
crimnal defense, contract real estate. Your typica
general practice in a small town.

Q Did you try civil cases while you were there?

A Only in magistrates court.

Q Did you routinely attend notion hearings in

common pleas with non-jury and --

A Sure.

Q -- notions rosters?

A Yes.

Q And then you noved over to the county attorney,
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and have to deal with Chris Mirphy's -- Representative
Murphy' s ex-friend over there at county council. [|'Il make
sure | send a copy. What's his name again so | can send
hima copy of the transcript? So how -- why did you make

t hat nove?

A To the county?

Q Yes, sir

A Ber kel ey' s one of four counties that still
popul arly elects their supervisor. It's a supervisor form
of government. W had a newy el ected supervisor was
elected in '14, to begin January of '15, and he asked me to
come on board with himwhen he began his term

Q Didn't he just lose his job too? Didn't they
el ect the Hanahan City adm nistrator?

A That's exactly right. This has all been a --
been an interesting experience for me, and has taught nme a
lot. Being able to practice and negotiate politics at the
same tine is a skill.

Q It seens |ike you' ve got the experience, a broad
based experience in civil and crimnal, so -- and | don't
probably need to ask you about those issues. But, you
know, one thing that obviously you know when you cl erked
with Judge Dennis, is that you sonetimes -- you know,
there's a pecking order, so to speak, in the priority of

courts, and you have attorneys who have cases in | ower
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courts and -- you know, and nmaybe a conp hearing or have
sone type of magistrate court trial already schedul ed and
you have a notion roster or sonething. How would you

handl e conflicts of court, especially ones with a -- that

are inferior to the court to which you sit at the circuit

court?
A Sure.
Q You know, an attorney called and said, "l|'ve got

this conflict and |I've got to be in workers' conp,"” how
woul d you handl e that?

A Well, | think nost inportantly is to treat
everybody with respect. You know, | think Berkel ey County
Is fortunately a small enough Bar where you know nost
everybody. And there are certain individuals -- and I'd
say nost nenbers of the Bar don't take advantage of the
process.

And if sonebody needs a concession made or needs
you to work with them it's inportant to work with people,
you know. Sonetimes even though the rules say that a court
has hi erarchy over another court, followng that to the
letter isn't perhaps the best practice every tine.

We all have different -- difficult cases.
Sonmetimes there's difficult clients. Sometines there's
just issues that -- you know, maybe this workers' conp

case, there's fifty witnesses or maybe nore w tnesses, or
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there's nore conplex issues with it than there at this --
at a hearing that has priority.

And so | think you take themon a case-by-case
basis. | think you learn very quickly, the few individuals
that try to take advantage of that process. But you treat
everybody with respect and you give them deference.

Q Li kew se, we all children. And | heard you say
you have snmall children. And we have games that we got to
go to sometinmes with court or award cerenonies or school
events --

A Gymasti cs.

Q Gymmastics, yes. Unfortunately a dance recital
which is even worse. So in those situations, you know,
when it conflicts with your court, or you're in trial and
soneone says, "l got to |eave, you know. | got a soccer

gane or | got a awards cerenony," you know, would you
accommodat e those attorneys for their request, you know, to
be able to attend those functions?

A Absol utely. | nmean, to a degree you're able to
do that. | nean, obviously, if you're in the mddle of an
extremely serious trial, and you've got jurors that are --
that are waiting around, there's times that you can't do
that. But | think any tine that you can showa little
def erence and gi ve sonebody a courtesy, it's inportant.

We've all been there. And | think one of the
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bi ggest concerns you ever hear about menbers of the Bar
tal ki ng about judges are the ones that are just -- they're
rude or they don't show any consideration. And the
majority of the time it's just not necessary. And so |
think -- | think nore often than not, you can accommobdate
t hose requests.

Q Back to your length of practice. And, you know,
nine years into the practice and -- you know, obviously
you' re the younger candidates that we have for this seat
here today. Tell us why -- you know, why at this point in
your career that you thought it was inportant to offer for
this judgeship and take -- you know, if you win an
el ection, take over as a circuit court judge?

A Sure. As | nentioned before, | really enjoy
public service. | think this -- | think the younger
candi date can bring sone energy, some desire to serve on
different conmttees and task forces. | know there's a |ot
of issues out there right now You've got docket
managenent issues in certain counties, particularly on the
crimnal side. You've got -- you've got a host of issues.

And | think having sonebody who's got the
experience and has been on the civil side, the crimnal
side, been on the private side and the public side, and has
sone understanding of all these issues and is willing to

get in there and do the work, | think that goes a |ong way.
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Being able to work with people, being able to
help the public, that's what -- that's what's inportant to
me. Like | said, serving on different foundations and
civic groups, serving for Berkeley County, being able to
see a systeminprove because of work you do.

If you -- if you go in there and you do what's
right and you work hard to get the right answer, that you
adm ni ster justice, | think that goes a long way. | think
when you nake the right decision, even when it's hard, even
when -- even when it's not popular, | think you need
sonebody on those -- on the bench that's willing to do
that. And that's what |'mwilling to do. And it's
something that | want to do

Q M. WIllians, if ny math serves ne correct, and
l'ma | awyer because | couldn't do math or chem stry or
bi ol ogy too well, but you're 35 years old; is that right?

A That's correct.

Q See, | can add up on the fly. Wat's your -- if
you are successful at this, would this be a lifetime career
to be a judge and serve as long as you want? O would you
serve for a few years and nove onto something el se, back to
private practice? O maybe nove up? Wat's your ultimte
plan, if you have one, if you are successful with this
candi dacy?

A My plan today, as | stand before you, is to serve
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as a judge for ny career. That's sonething that |'ve
wanted to do. It's sonething that -- you know, having
practiced or been a law clerk with Judge Dennis, it's
something I've learned, I've seen. It's sonmething that |
have enj oyed.

Havi ng Judge Dennis tell me the stories and being
able to be a part of that, being able to sit on the bench
and see what happens when you get it right, and seeing how
It benefits individuals in the community, seeing how it
benefits businesses in the community, that prospect is
exciting. And that's what | want to do.

Q M. WIllians, | thank you for answering ny

questions. And | thank you for offering today. 1| tell you
| don't tell candidates this, |'mvery inpressed with your
answers and with your -- with your conposure and with your
denmeanor. | think you woul d nmake, as all the candi dates

woul d, you'd nake a fine judge.

So | appreciate your offering. It's not
sonething that's easy to do. | knowthis isn't an easy
process. And | know this is not fun comng up here and
answering questions. It's alnost -- well, alnost as bad as
giving a deposition sonetimes. But | do appreciate your
commtnent to public service. So thank you for being here
t oday.

A Thank you, M. Vice Chairman. And | still say
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the systenmis better than some of the other states that
popul arly elect the judges. So thank you all for serving.
Q You're very adept at politics, now, too.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Unl ess there are any ot her
questi ons.

(Hearing none.)

CHAI RMVAN RANKIN. M. WIllians, we thank you
for your willingness to serve and to offer, and, |ikew se,
for being here early. And your screening actually takes
place in about twenty mnutes. Was it 4:45 or was it at
five o' clock?

MR WLLIAMS: |t was five o' clock

CHAI RVAN RANKI N Yeah. Well, thank you
again. This will close this portion of the screening
process. And | remnd you of the rules that are newto
you, but nonetheless are the rules. The Comm ssion takes
very seriously the -- both the spirit and the letter of the
South Carolina ethics rules. And you are submtting
yourselves to that criteria that we have.

Any appearance or actual violation of those
rules will be deened very serious and deserving a very
heavy consideration and deliberation. This record will not
be closed until the formal record of qualification is
I ssued. Therefore, any hereafter that we were need your

clarification on, we have the right to call you back. Do
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you understand that rule?

MR WLLIAMS: Sure. Yes.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And again, M. WIIianmns,
thank you. That will conclude this portion of your
proceeding. And you can beat the traffic hone, alittle
bit, getting on |-26 now versus |ater.

MR WLLIAMS: Thank you, M. Chairman and
menbers of the Comm ssion. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Very well. Take care.

(Candi dat e excused.)

CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. There's a
motion by Ms. Mclver to go into executive session, seconded
by M. Htchcock. Al in favor say "aye."

(At this time the menbers audibly say "aye.")
(Of the record from4:28 p.m to 5:39 p.m)
CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Motion to lift the
veil. For the record, the Judicial Merit Selection
Comm ttee went into executive session. Wile there no
busi ness was conducted and no votes were taken. And we're
going to have a motion to adjourn. So nove and seconded.
And we will resume tonorrow norning at ten. Executive
session is 9:30.
(Of the record 5:40 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

|, PATRICIA G BACHAND, COURT REPORTER AND NOTARY
PUBLI C IN AND FOR THE STATE OF SOUTH CARCLI NA AT LARCE, DO
HEREBY CERTI FY THAT THE FOREGO NG TRANSCRI PT CONSI STI NG OF
189 PAGES IS A TRUE, ACCURATE, AND COWPLETE RECORD TO THE
BEST OF My SKILL AND ABILITY.

| FURTHER CERTI FY THAT | AM NEI THER ATTORNEY NOR
COUNSEL FOR, NOR RELATED TO CR EMPLOYED BY ANY OF THE
PARTI ES CONNECTED WTH THI S ACTI ON, NOR AM | FI NANCI ALLY
| NTERESTED I N SAI D CAUSE.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | HAVE SET MY HAND AND SEAL THI S
3RD DAY O DECEMBER 2018.

Cesie Hohomat.

PATRICI A G BACHAND, COURT REPORTER
MY COW SSI ON EXPI RES MARCH 8, 2027
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	waste (2)
	watch (3)
	watched (1)
	waters (1)
	Watson (1)
	Watson's (1)
	ways (2)
	wayside (1)
	wealth (1)
	wear (1)
	wee (1)
	week (16)
	weeks (3)
	weigh (2)
	weight (1)
	West (1)
	whatsoever (2)
	wheel (1)
	whiplash (1)
	White (2)
	wholeheartedly (1)
	wide (3)
	wife (5)

	Index: Willia..zealou
	William (1)
	Williams (34)
	willingness (7)
	Willis (1)
	win (1)
	window (1)
	wisdom (1)
	withdraw (2)
	witnesses (7)
	woke (1)
	women (1)
	women's (1)
	wonderful (10)
	wondering (1)
	words (3)
	work (66)
	worked (13)
	workers' (2)
	working (17)
	workload (1)
	works (3)
	world (5)
	worse (1)
	worthy (1)
	wreck (1)
	wrecks (1)
	wrinkled (1)
	write (2)
	writes (3)
	writing (3)
	written (9)
	wrong (6)
	wrongful (1)
	wrote (3)
	year (27)
	years (68)
	yesterday (1)
	yield (2)
	young (30)
	younger (7)
	zealously (1)
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JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION
PERSONAL DATA QUESTIONNAIRE

2
2
g
2
=
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Court, Position, and Seat # for which you are applying:
Circuit Court, Ninth Judicial Circuit, Seat 2

1. Name: Mirs. Meredith Long Coker

Name that you are known by if different from above: Not applicable.
Are you currently serving in some capacity as a judge? No.

Home Address:

Business Address: Altman & Coker, LLC
575 King Street, Suite A
Charleston, South Carolina 29403

E-Mail Address:
Telephone Number:

(office): (843) 853-9907

(cell):

2. Date of Birth: || 1973

Place of Birth: Newport, Rhode Island
Social Security Number:

3. Are you a citizen of South Carolina? Yes.
Have you been a resident of this state for at least the immediate past five years? Yes.

4. SCDL# or SCHD#: SCDL #
Voter Registration Number:
5. Have you served in the military? If so, give the dates, branch of service, highest rank

attained, serial number (if applicable), present status, and the character of your discharge or
release. Please provide a copy of your D214 conceriting your discharge. No.

6. Family Status: In the space below, (a) state whether you are single, married, widowed,
divorced, or separated; (b) if married, state the date of your marriage and your spouse’s full
name; (c) if you have ever been divorced or are in the process of obtaining a divorce, state
the date, name of the moving party, court, and grounds; and (d) state the names of your
children and their ages. If your children are old enough to work, include the occupation of
each child.

Family Status: Married on April 17, 2004 to P. Cooper Coker IV
Never divorced, one child, M





10.

List each college and law school you attended, including the dates of your attendance, the
degrees you received, and if you left an institution without receiving a degree, the reason for
your departure.

(a) Washington and Lee University, 1991-95. B.A., Economics and Politics,
Concentration in Philosophy, cum laude.
(b) William and Mary School of Law, 1995-98. Juris Doctor

List the significant activities in which you took part during your attendance at law school.
Give the years you were involved in these activities and list any leadership positions you
held.

(a) School Advocate, Judicial Council (Honor Court)

(b) Student Bar Association, Publicity Committee Chair

(c) Moot Court Bar

(d) Awarded Alumni Merit Scholarship

(e) Awarded Senator Leroy S. Blenheim Law Scholarship

® Volunteer Assistant Coach, Norfolk Academy Women’s Lacrosse

(2 Intern, Reid Ervin, PC. 1 assisted in preparing cases for trial and drafted pre-trial
motions and memoranda of law.

(h) Intern, Office of the (Virginia) Attorney General, Health, Education and Social
Services Division. I researched a variety of issues related to child support and custody
issues. I researched and drafted a position memorandum on legal implications, specifically
relating to Title IX, of admission, financial aid and extracurricular offerings at public
colleges.

List the states in which you have been admitted to practice law and the year of each
admission. Also list any states in which you took the bar exam but were never admitted to
the practice of law. Please indicate the number of times you took the exam in each state.

(a) Virginia, 1998.
(b) South Carolina, 2003.

Describe chronologically, since graduation from law school, your legal experience. Please
include a list of all positions held in which you worked in a legal capacity. Describe the
general character of your practice and divide it into periods with dates if its character has
changed over the years. Please also describe the extent to which you were involved with the
administrative and financial management of each of these entities, including management of
trust accounts.

(a) Judicial Clerk for the Honorable J.M.H. Willis, Jr., Court of Appeals of Virginia,
1998-2000. I reviewed and analyzed cases assigned to the relevant judicial panel for
purposes of drafting bench briefs and conferring with the Judge, drafted opinions and edited
opinions drafted by others for content and merit.

b) Associate, The Falk Law Firm, 2000-03. 1 returned to this law firm after having
been its summer associate for two summers during law school. Clients included





11.

international manufacturers, government contractors, owners associations for sports leagues,
and small and large corporations. Due to the size of the firm, I was immediately given a
tremendous amount of responsibility and access to complex litigation matters, international
antitrust matters, Winstar plaintiff committee meetings, collective bargaining, government
contract disputes, and NLRB matters. I also researched and prepared presentations to the
National Institute of Justice relating to the constitutionality of a variety of matters.

() Associate, Finkel and Altman, LLC, 2003-06. My practice focused on commercial
litigation and complex civil litigation including trust litigation and government takings.

(d) Member, Coker Law Firm, LLC, now known as Altman & Coker, LLC, 2006-
present. | am managing member of the firm, in charge of all financial operations to include
IOLTA accounts. I have a diverse practice that includes commercial litigation, property
rights litigation, and other civil matters. My practice also includes significant transactional
work, including corporate formation and commercial and residential real estate.

Justices/judges applying for re-election to their current position may omit Questions

11-17. If you are a judge seeking a judgeship different than your current position,
Questions 11-17 should be answered based on your experience prior to serving on the

bench.

Please answer the following:

(@) If you are a candidate for Family Court, please provide a brief written description of
your experience within each of the following Family Court practice areas: divorce
and equitable division of property, child custody, adoption, abuse and neglect, and
juvenile justice. Include information about cases you have handled in each of these
practice areas, or if you have not practiced in an area, describe how your background
and procedural knowledge has prepared you to preside over such matters as a Family
Court Judge. Please also indicate the frequency of your appearances before a Family
Court Judge within the past five years. Not applicable.

(b) If you are a candidate for Circuit Court, please provide a brief written description of
your experience in criminal matters, including any cases handled over the past five
years and include a brief description of the issues involved. Further, please provide
a brief written description of your experience in civil matters, including any cases
handled over the past five years and include a brief description of the types of
matters handled, issues involved, and procedural history. Please include information
such as the primary areas in civil court in which you practice, whether you represent
plaintiffs or defendants, or both. You may go back further than five years if you feel
it would assist the Commission with its assessment of your experience. If you lack
experience in an area, describe how your background and procedural knowledge has
prepared you to preside over such matters as a Circuit Court Judge, or how you
would compensate for your lack of experience in this area. Please also indicate the
frequency of your appearances before a Circuit Court Judge within the past five
years.





In the past five years, | have handled a wide variety of cases. These matters
have included large construction defect matters, complex commercial matters,
property rights and property association issues, title disputes, landlord / tenant
disputes, insurance coverage matters, and professional negligence claims. While I
am proud to say that many of these matters were satisfactorily resolved, I have
appeared often in Circuit Court, US District Court, and in front of Masters in Equity.

[ commenced the practice of law in the “rocket docket” of the Eastern
District of Virginia, as well as in state courts which followed the same basic tenets
of judicial economy. As such, I have been able to structure my time and practice to
personally handle a large number of matters concurrently while maintaining a high
level of professionalism and preparedness. Examples of cases handled in the past
five years include:

(a) CresCom Bank v. Terry, No. 2:12-cv-00063-PMD. This suit was

brought for breach of multiple notes and guaranties in the District Court.
The matter involved numerous substantive and procedural motions.
During the pendency of the action, one of the defendants filed
bankruptcy, and the guarantor moved for stay, which stay was denied.
See CresCom Bank v. Terry, et al., 499 B.R 494 (D.S.C. 2013). Plaintiff
was awarded summary judgment, which award was substantially upheld
by the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals.

(b) _Anchorage Plantation Homeowners Association v. Walpole, CA No.
2010-CP-10-00482. This suit was brought by a homeowners association
against neighboring property owners arising from the use of a roadway
and certain amenities. The matter is currently pending appeal.

(c) Daniel Island Riverside Developers. LLC. et al., v. Weather Shield
Manufacturing, Inc., et al., multiple cases consolidated under CA No.
2009-CP-08-1068. Multiple lawsuits were filed alleging construction
defects, which were consolidated with the construction manager’s suit
against certain manufacturers and contractors. This matter was an
extremely complex litigation; the matter was partially resolved prior to
trial and is currently pending appeal.

(d) Daniel Island Riverside Developers, LLC, et al., v. The Oaks at Rivers
Edge Property Owners Association, Inc., et al., CA No. 2010-CP-08-
4318. This matter arose from insurance coverage issues resulting from
the matter above. Plaintiffs successfully defeated removal to District
Court and were able to partially resolve the matter prior to trial.
Plaintiffs have been awarded judgment (to include punitive damages),
pending the trial court’s determination of post-trial motions.

(e) Walbeck, et al., v. [‘'on Company, LLC. et al., CA No. 2010-CP-10-
10490. This matter was brought by a homeowner against the HOA,
developer, purchaser of certain parcels in the community, and related
entities and individuals. Issues which arose included development law,
association law, title claims, and other contractual and tortious claims.
We were able to successfully resolve claims against our clients
subsequent to the jury empanelment.






12.

(c)

(d

(f) Church of God, et al., v. Estes, et al., CA No. 2013-CP-10-01686. We
were successful in assisting co-counsel in obtaining summary judgment
in favor of the defendant lender, which has been upheld on appeal. This
matter is related to an ongoing declaratory judgment action in District
Court in which I am primary counsel representing lender with regard to
insurance coverage issues. The District Court matter has been stayed
pending final remand to the trial court of the underlying matter.

I am a prior member of the Practices and Procedures Committee of the South
Carolina Bar. Due to the size of my law firm, I handle all facets and stages of
litigation, from commencement through discovery and pretrial, trial, and appeal. In
the past five years, I have appeared in front of Circuit Court judges dozens of times,
and have prepared matters for the appearance by others just as often.

With regard to criminal matters, I have handled no criminal matters as
primary counsel while in private practice. Due to the structure of the Virginia
appellate courts, however, most of my caseload as a judicial clerk involved criminal
matters. [ have taught criminal procedure and analyzed substantive criminal law in
my positions with the DC Metro Police Academy and the College of Charleston. [
have substantial background in researching constitutional issues, including those
arising from innovative and developing law enforcement technology, for work
performed for the National Institute of Justice and other clients.

In direct response to inquiries relating to my level of criminal trial
experience, | have been assisting a local criminal defense attorney, James Falk, who
has been gracious enough to allow me to do so. [ have assisted Mr. Falk in two
felony jury matters this year to date. | have prepared and attended pre-trial hearings,
to include successfully arguing a motion for separate trials in a murder trial;
prepared for and participated in jury selection; attended trial; and attended the entry
of a plea with regard to one of the matters.

If you are a candidate for Master-In-Equity, please provide a brief written
description of your experience in the Master’s court, including any cases handled
over the past five years and include a brief description of the issues involved. Please
include the frequency of your appearances before a Master-In-Equity or a Circuit
Court Judge within the past five years. Not applicable.

If you are a candidate for Administrative Law Court, please provide a brief written
description of your experience before an Administrative Law Judge, including any
issues discussed and the frequency of your appearances before the Administrative
Law or Circuit Court within the past five years. Not applicable.

What was the frequency of your court appearances during the past five years or in the five
years prior to your election to the bench?

(a)
(b)

federal: 5-10 times per year.
state: 10-30 times per year.
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14.

15.

What percentage of your practice involved civil, criminal, domestic, and other matters
during the past five years or in the five years prior to your election to the bench?
(a) civil: 65%

(b) criminal: 0% (this does not include my recent experience as more fully set
forth above)

©) domestic: 0%

(d) other: 35% (includes transactional corporate and real property matters).

What percentage of your practice in trial court during the past five years or in the five years
prior to your election to the bench involved matters that went to a jury, including those that
settied prior to trial?

(a) jury: 40%

(b) non-jury: 60%

Did you most often serve as sole counsel, chief counsel, or associate counsel in these
matters?

My trial practice has been evenly divided in the past five years between serving as
chief counsel and as co-counsel with my law partner, Charles S. Altman.

List five of the most significant litigated matters you have personally handled in either trial
or appellate court or before a state or federal agency. Give citations if the cases were
reported and describe why these matters were significant.

(a) Walbeck. et al., v. I'on Company, LLC, et al., CA No. 2010-CP-10-10490. We
were able to resolve claims against our clients the evening before opening statements
due to the intense efforts of the parties, legal counsel, and the presiding judge. Prior
to such resolution, however, this matter was complex due not only to the legal issues
but also to the disparate roles of various defendants, insurance counsel, private
counsel, property owners, and lender. I never ceased to be impressed by the sheer
preparedness and legal acumen of all of the attorneys involved with this matter and
our ability to work together while in direct conflict with one another throughout the
pendency of the matter.

(b) Fuisz v. Biovail Technologies, Ltd., No. Civ.A. 18004 (Court of Chancery of
Delaware). 1 was associated with this case after plaintiff retained The Falk Law
Firm, LLC, to substitute as counse! for Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP. The case
arose from the acquisition of a pharmaceutical company by a large multi-national
company, and spawned additional lawsuits relating to non-competition agreements
and intellectual property rights. 1 was responsible for all pre-trial discovery review
and analysis, to include extensive document review in Virginia and Delaware, and
all motions practice in a related matter brought in the Fairfax (Virginia) Circuit
Court. The total amount of claimed damages by all parties was in excess of half a
billion dollars. We were nevertheless able to satisfactorily resolve all claims against
all parties.
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©

(d)

(e)

CresCom Bank v. Terry, No. 2:12-cv-00063-PMD. I represented plaintiff creditor in
District Court and at the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. The matter was intensely
contested due to the size of the outstanding debt and the sheer complexity of the
defendant guarantor’s corporate holdings. Service on the individual defendant even
proved difficult and costly. Through perseverance and extensive research, as well as
the ability to deduce certain relationships, we were able to personally serve the
individual, defend successfully numerous motions filed by defendants related to both
substantive and procedural matters, and prevail on our motion for summary
judgment. Plaintiff substantially prevailed at the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals
and we were able to obtain judgment against the debtor and guarantors. We were
also able to assist in an informal way with counsel retained to execute the judgment
thereafter. This matter recently finally concluded with a settlement agreement
between the parties.

Cambridge Lakes Condominium Homeowners Association, Inc., et al., v. Bostic
Brothers Construction, Inc., et al. CA No. 2008-CP-10-03506. This case arose from
alleged construction defects in a condominium project converted from apartments.
The sheer number of defendants added to the complexity of the matter. Discovery in
the matter was extensive, as was motions and pleadings practice. We were able to
keep litigation defense costs reasonable for our clients, however, by focusing on the
issues relating to our position. We were able to resolve all claims against our clients
efficiently and satisfactorily.

Hammond v. The Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Company, No. Civ.A. 01-386-A
(E.D. Va.). This matter arose after the death of Marjorie Hammond and was brought
by her Personal Representatives alleging breach by the life insurance company for
failure to pay life insurance benefits. This matter is significant to me as Professor
Stephen A. Saltzburg was associated with our firm representing the plaintiffs. While
I primarily drafted all pleadings and motions, Professor Saltzburg was chief counsel
at trial. While I had worked on other jury trials prior, I had the distinct honor of
learning from no less than a master of evidence, procedure, argument, and litigation.
In granting partial summary judgment to the plaintiffs, the District Court was able to
narrow the contested issues of fact to one: whether a portion of the policy was
attached at either issuance or delivery, and as such whether it was part of the
contract. Plaintiffs prevailed in the trial court, and I was fortunate enough to witness
Professor Saltzburg’s argument at the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, which was
successful. Our brief in the matter is attached in response tc No. 24(a).

List up to five civil appeals you have personally handled. Give the case name, the court, the
date of decision, and the citation if the case was reported.

(2)

(b)
(©)

CresCom Bank v. Terry, Appeal No. 13-2467, United States Court of Appeals,
Fourth Circuit. Decided May 21, 2015. Unreported decision may be found at 610
Fed.Appx. 221; 2015 W1 2405232.

Fine Housing, Inc., v. Sloan, South Carolina Court of Appeals. Case No. 2017-
002517. This matter is currently being briefed by the parties.

Anchorage Plantation Homeowners Association v. Walpole, South Carolina Court
of Appeals. Oral argument has been heard and this matter is pending.
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18.

i9.

20.

21.

(d) Hammond v. The Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Company, United States Court of
Appeals, Fourth Circuit. Decided January 23, 2003. Unreported decision may be
found at 56 Fed.Appx. 118 (slip op.); 2003 WL 152823.

(e) Deep Keel, LLC, v. Atlantic Private Equity Group, LLC, et al., South Carolina
Court of Appeals. Case No. 2017-000487. Final briefs have been submitted and
this matter is pending decision.

List up to five criminal appeals you have personally handled. Give the case name, the court,
the date of decision and the citation if the case was reported.

I have not personally handled any criminal appeals. While serving as a judicial clerk
with Judge Willis at the Virginia Court of Appeals, most of our case load was criminal
appeals. I reviewed all matters of record and briefs, prepared bench memoranda, and
drafted opinions.

Have you ever held judicial office? If so, list the periods of your service, the courts
involved, and whether you were elected or appointed. Describe the jurisdiction of each of
the courts and note any limitations on the jurisdiction of each court.

[ have not held judicial office.

If the answer to question 18 is yes, describe or list five of your most significant orders or
opinions and give the citations if they were reported. Also list citations to any appellate
review of these orders or opinions.

Not applicable.

List all courts in which you have been admitted to practice and list the dates of your
admission. Give the same information for administrative bodies that require a special
admission to practice.

(a) Virginia, 11/2/1998

(b) US District Court for the Eastern District of Va, 1/12/2001

(©) US Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, 3/12/2002

@ US Court of Federal Claims, 10/16/2003

(e) South Carolina, 12/2/2003

® US District Court for the District of SC, 12/19/2003

(g) I have also been admitted pro hac vice in other courts from time to time.

I currently hold voluntary associate status with the Virginia State Bar. The only
prerequisite to full active status is completion of certain CLE courses.

Have you taught law-related courses or lectured at bar association conferences, educational
institutions, or continuing legal or judicial education programs? If so, briefly describe each
course or lecture.
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23.

24.

26.

(@ I was an Adjunct Professor at the College of Charleston from 2007 through 2011. 1
taught Advanced Mock Trial, offered by the department of Political Science. Selected
students prepared a single case each year, provided by the American Mock Trial
Association, for purposes of competing in several mock trial tournaments throughout the
Southeast.

(b) I was an instructor for the Washington DC Metro Police Academy, teaching court
procedure to officer trainees and using and used a mock trial scenario in order to prepare
them as future witnesses in criminal matters.

(c) I drafted the written materials, compiled examples, and lectured at the 2007 CLE
program, “Real Estate Transactions Made Painless and Efficient.”

Provide, as a separate attachment, your continuing legal or judicial education report from
the past five years.

Please see the attached.

List all published books and articles you have written and give citations and the dates of
publication for each.

[ have published no articles or books.

Please furnish as a separate attachment, two examples of legal articles, briefs, orders, or
other legal writings for which you can claim sole or primary authorship. If you cannot claim
sole authorship, please explain the extent to which you are the primary author, to include a
description of the other authors and their contributions. The writing samples are for the
Commission’s use only and will not be published. (If you are a judge and are not seeking a
different type of judgeship, this question is inapplicable.)

(a) Hammond v. The Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Company, Brief of Appellees,
Record No. 02-1002 (4th Cir.). I claim primary authorship. James H. Falk, Jr., and
Professor Stephen A. Saltzburg reviewed draft versions of said brief and provided comment.
(b) CresCom Bank v. Terry, Opening Brief / Response Brief of Appellee, Appeal No.
13-2467 (4th Cir.). I am the sole author of this brief.

What is your rating or membership status, if any, by any legal rating organization, such as,
Best Lawyers, Chambers, Legal 500, Martindale-Hubbell, Who’s Who Legal, Super
Lawyers, Million Dollar Advocates Forum, etc.? If you are currently a member of the
judiciary, list your last available rating, if any.

I have not sought a rating or membership with any of the listed organizations.

List all bar associations and professional organizations of which you are a member and give
the titles and dates of any offices you have held in such groups.

(a) Virginia Bar (I currently hold Associate Member status).
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28.

29.

30.

(b) South Carolina Bar. I am a past member of the Practices and Procedures Committee
(2005-06).

(c) Charleston County Bar.

(d) American Land Title Association.

Have you ever held public office other than judicial office? If so, list the periods of your
service, the office or offices involved, and whether you were elected or appointed. Also,
state whether or not you have timely filed your report with the State Ethics Commission
during the period you held public office. If not, were you ever subject to a penalty? If so,
give details, including dates.

[ have not held public office.

For sitting or former judges, list all employment you had while serving as a judge (whether
full-time or part-time, contractual or at will, consulting or otherwise) other than elected
judicial office. Specify your dates of employment, employer, major job responsibilities, and
supervisor.

Not applicable.

Have you ever been an unsuccessful candidate for elective, judicial, or other public office?
if so, give details, including dates.

Yes. I was found qualified but not nominated for Judge of the Circuit Court, At-
Large, Seat 9, for which the election was held in 2018.

Have you ever been engaged in any occupation, business, or profession other than the
practice of law, teaching of law, or holding judicial or other public office? If so, give
details, including a description of your occupation, business, or profession, the dates of your
employment, and the name of your business or employer.

(@ Instructor, Norfolk Academy, 1991-92. I taught math and English skills to middle-
school aged children.

(b) Counselor, Camp Merrie Woode, 1993. | assisted in the riding program and equine
facility management for girls summer camp in Sapphire, North Carolina.

(©) Research Assistant, Federal Reserve Bank, Fifth District, 1994. 1 was one of four
college students in the southeast selected to intern at the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond
after my junior year. 1 collected data and analyzed major economic indicators for
preparation of FOMC and other meetings. 1 also created statistical abstracts for myriad
economic and social sectors for North Carolina and South Carolina.

(d) Intern, The Honorable Owen B. Pickett, U.S. House of Representatives. I primarily
attended and briefed staff and the Representative on ongoing BRAC hearings and
information. I also researched, drafted correspondence, and communicated with
constituents on a variety of matters. While employed by the Representative [ was enrolled
in a seminar class relating to national politics and governance.

10
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32.

33.

(e) In addition to the above, [ have periodically from middle school forward ridden,
trained, and shown horses for others; I have also organized, managed, and judged horse
shows.

Are you now an officer or director or involved in the management of any business
enterprise? Explain the nature of the business, your duties, and the term of your service.

I am a Member of Altman & Coker, LLC. Otherwise I am not currently an officer,
director, or engaged in the management of any other business enterprise.

Are you now or have you ever been employed as a “lobbyist,” as defined by S.C. Code § 2-
17-10(13), or have you acted in the capacity of a “lobbyist’s principal,” as defined by S.C.
Code § 2-17-10(14)? If so, give the dates of your employment or activity in such capacity
and specify by whom you were directed or employed.

No.

Provide, as a separate attachment, a complete, current financial net worth statement that

itemizes in detail:

(a) the identity and value of all financial assets held, directly or indirectly, including, but
not limited to, bank accounts, real estate, securities, trusts, investments, and other
financial holdings; and

(b) the identity and amount of each liability owed, directly or indirectly, which is in
excess of $1,000, including, but not limited to, debts, mortgages, loans, and other
financial obligations.

(A net worth statement form is provided with this questionnaire and you must use this
format for submission of your financial statement.)

NOTE: The Commission may require written confirmation that financial obligations have
been satisfied or that the parties have agreed upon a payment schedule.

34.

35.

A complete, current financial net worth statement was provided to the Commission.

Has a tax lien or other collection procedure ever been instituted against you by federal, state,
or local authorities? Have you ever defaulted on a student loan? Have you ever filed for
bankruptcy? If so, give details.

No.

Since filing with the Commission your letter of intent to run for judicial office, have you
accepted lodging, transportation, entertainment, food, meals, beverages, money, or any other
thing of value as defined by S.C. Code § 2-17-10(1) from a lobbyist or lobbyist’s principal?
If so, please specify the item or items you received, the date of receipt, and the lobbyist or
lobbyist’s principal involved.

11





36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

No.

[temize (by amount, type, and date) all expenditures, other than those for travel and room
and board, made by you, or on your behalf in furtherance of your candidacy for the position
you seek. If you have spent over $100, have you reported your expenditures to the House
and Senate Ethics Committees?

I have made no expenditures to date.

List the recipient and amount of all contributions made by you, a member of your immediate
family, or by a business with whom you are associated, to members of the General
Assembly within the past four years.

I have made no contributions to members of the General Assembly within the past four
years.

Have you or has anyone acting on your behalf solicited or collected funds to aid in the
promotion of your candidacy? If so, please specify the amount, solicitor, donor, and date of
the solicitation.

No.

Describe any financial arrangements or business relationships you have, or have had in the
past, that could constitute or result in a possible conflict of interest in the position you seek
or currently hold. Explain how you would resolve any potential conflict of interest.

[ am unaware of any such arrangements or business relationships, other than my role
as Member of Altman & Coker, LLC. In the event that I am elected as a Judge, [ would
wind up by current business relationship and recuse myself from any matters involving my
law partner or associates.

Describe any interest you or a member of your immediate family has in real property:

(a) in which there is a potential conflict of interest with your involvement in a South
Carolina state or local public agency;
My husband and his family own several apartment buildings in downtown
Charleston, and as such there is potential for future conflict to arise, but | am aware
of no such conflict or potential conflict at this time.

) in which there have been public improvements of $200 or that adjoins property in
which there have been public improvements of $200; None.

(©) which was sold, leased, or rented to a state or local public agency in South Carolina.
None.

List the interest you hold and the value and location of the property. Identify as applicable
the:

(a) nature of any potential conflict of interest;

(b)  nature and value of any public improvements; and
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41.

42.

43,

44.

45.

46.

(c) South Carolina state or local public agency which purchased or is leasing or renting

such property.
Attach a copy of any contract or agreement.

[ personally hold no interest in the above-referenced properties.

Identify any personal property interest you or a member of your immediate family sold,
leased, or rented to a South Carolina state or local public agency. Identify the property, its
amount or value, and the name of the agency. Attach a copy of any contract or agreement.

None.

For sitting judges, if you currently hold an interest in stock or other securities or have held
such an interest, list each stock you currently own or owned during the prior calendar year.
If you prefer, you may attach broker or account records containing the requested
information instead of listing it here.

Not applicable.

For sitting judges, have you ever accepted anything of value from an attorney or litigant in a
matter currently or previously before you or your court? If so, please give the details,
including the name of the attorney or litigant and the thing of value you received.

Not applicable.

For sitting judges, have you used the services of your staff, for which you did not pay, while
campaigning for this office?

Not applicable.

Have you ever been arrested, charged, or held by federal, state, or other law enforcement
authorities for violation or for suspicion of violation of any federal law or regulation, state
law or regulation, or county or municipal law, regulation, or ordinance, or any other law,
including another country’s law? If so, give details but do not include traffic violations
which are subject tc a penalty of $125 or less. You must include any and all arrests,
including, but not limited to, offenses for driving under the influence or similar traffic
offenses. Include all arrests that resulted in expungement, which will be redacted. If you
have questions regarding whether to include an offense, please contact the Commission.

[A]l answers have been received and considered by the Commission, and as noted above,
any expunged matters are redacted from the record.]

Have you, to your knowledge, ever been under federal, state, or local investigation for
possible violation of a criminal statute? If yes, explain.

[ have never been under such investigation.
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47.

48.

49.

50.

51

Have you ever been sued by a client? Have you ever been a named party (personally or
professionally) in or had a pecuniary interest in any civil or criminal proceedings? If so,
give details, including, but not limited to, dates, and resolutions.

I have never been sued by a client. I have been a named Plaintiff in a lawsuit arising
from a vehicular accident, which matter was resolved in mediation. Coker v. Heissenbuttle,
CA No. 2015-CP-10-01934.

If you are in private practice, are you covered by malpractice insurance and, if so, how
long have you carried malpractice insurance? If applicable, have you ever been covered
by a tail policy? If so, please explain when you were covered by a tail policy. Also, if
applicable, indicate your coverage and deductible for your current malpractice policy.

I have always been insured while in private practice. I have not been covered by
a tail policy to my knowledge. My current policy is effective 7/1/2018 to 7/1/2019.
Liability limits are $1,000,000.00 / $1,000,000.00 with a deductible of $5,000.00.

Have you ever, in South Carolina or any other jurisdiction, as a lawyer, judge, or other
professional, been sanctioned or disciplined for lawyer, judicial, or other professional
misconduct or has any jurisdiction found that you committed any misconduct? If so, give
the detaiis and describe any final disposition. Include any and all confidential and public
sanction, discipline, or finding of misconduct of any kind.

[Yes and no responses are redacted for all candidates unless there is a public discipline.]

Have you ever been investigated by the Department of Social Services? If so, give the
details and the resolution. Has your name ever been enrolled on the Central Registry of
Child Abuse and Neglect? If so, give the details.

No.

Note: The flash drive with your application materials contains (1) Section 2-19-70(c);
2) JMSC Rule 24, and (3) informal opinions and letters concerning pledging

prohibitions, with which third parties acting on your behalf, as well as you, must
comply.

Have you directly or indirectly requested the pledge of any member of the General
Assembly as to your election for the position for which you are being screened or have you
been offered a conditional pledge of support by any legislator pending the outcome of your
screening? Have you received the assurance of any public official or public employee that
they will seek the pledge of any member of the General Assembly as to your election for the
position for which you are being screened? If so, give details.

No.
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52.

53.

54.

Have you requested any third parties to contact members of the General Assembly on your
behalf before the final and formal screening report has been released? Describe the
campaigning you have done for this election and include a list of those individuals you have
asked to campaign on your behalf and, to the best of your knowledge, those who have
campaigned for you on their own initiative.

No. To date I have engaged in no campaigning and have not requested anyone to
campaign on my behalf.

Are you familiar with the 48-hour rule, which prohibits a candidate from seeking pledges
until after the draft report becomes final, which occurs on the day and time specified on the
Commission’s published screening schedule?

I am familiar with the pledging prohibitions.

Since submitting your letter of intent to become a candidate, have you or has anyone acting
on your behalf contacted any member of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission about
your candidacy or intention to become a candidate? If so, give details.

No.

List the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of five (5) persons from whom you are
providing references.  Also, provide the Commission with original letters of
recommendation from each person listed herein, including their signature (preferably in
blue ink). The Commission will not accept a photocopy or electronic submission of a

letter of recommendation and failure to include all five (5) original letters of
recommendation in_your packet when vou submit it will render your packet

incomplete. Please do not have references mail your reference letters to the Commission
directly. You must return the five (5) original letters of recommendation to the
Commission with your application packet.

(a) Richard Sturm
EVP, Director of Commercial Banking
Ameris Bank
1333 Main Street, Suite 200
Columbia, South Carolina 29201
Tel: (803) 733-2681

(b) Robert M. Baldwin
Baldwin & Associates, LLC
210 Wingo Way, Suite 202
Mount Pleasant, South Carolina 29464
Tel: (843) 722-0785
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56.

57.

58.

(c) Samuel H. Altman
Derfner & Altman
575 King Street, Suite B
Charleston, South Carolina 29403
Tel: (843) 723-9804

d Jonathan A. Marcantel
Associate Professor of Law
Charleston School of Law
81 Mary Street
Charleston, South Carolina 29403
Tel: (843) 329-1000

(¢)  Brian C. Duffy
Duffy & Young LLC
96 Broad Street
Charleston, South Carolina 29401
Tel: (843) 720-2044

Are you active on or a member of a social media or Internet site or have you, to your
knowledge, been featured or depicted on a social media or Internet site, such as,
Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, etc.? If so, how would your use of social media or other
similar types of Internet sites be affected if you were serving in a judicial capacity?

I am not active on social media and do not have accounts on any of the listed
sites. I have a YouTube account that [ have utilized solely for saving and transmitting
videos of horses that I have had for sale. I have not used said account for the past five
years, at least. I therefore do not believe that my non-use of such sites would be affected
in any way.

List all civic, charitable, educational, social, and fraternal organizations of which you are or
have been a member during the past five years and include any offices held in such a group,
any professional honors, awards, or other forms of recognition received and not listed
elsewhere.

(a) Member, Grace Cathedral Church

(b) United States Equestrian Federation

© United States Hunter Jumper Association

(d) For the past five years my primary volunteer efforts have focused toward
contributing my time to my daughter’s schools, church groups, and activities.

Provide any other information that may reflect positively or negatively on your candidacy,
or which you believe should be disclosed in connection with consideration of you for
nomination for the position you seek. This information may include how your life
experiences have affected or influenced the kind or type of judge you have been or plan to
be.
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Education is extremely important to my family and I am grateful that my parents, an
elementary school teacher and naval officer, prioritized my education throughout my
childhood. I received multiple academic scholarships to both college and law school. In
college 1 was a varsity athlete and an officer for my sorority and the Panhellenic Executive
Board, while participating in various other extracurricular activities; nevertheless I was able
to complete two majors and a minor. | have been inducted as a member in the academic
honor societies Phi Eta Sigma; Omicron Delta Epsilon; and, Pi Sigma Alpha.

My law school curriculum included significant practical experiences and courses. 1
was afforded the chance to work with and learn from several practicing attorneys in a
variety of fields. My judicial clerkship exposed me to issues primarily relating to criminal,
domestic relations, and administrative matters, as these cases were the purview of the
Virginia Court of Appeals. | have had a unique career path which enabled me to take an
active role in a wide array of complex matters from the very start of my career in private
practice. I have had the opportunity to work with and learn from immensely talented and
capable attorneys, and I strive to live up to their examples. My practice has ranged from
small collections matters to multinational corporate disputes. My research and analysis has
been relied upon by local and international CEO’s, government officials, and policy makers.
I relish the chance to learn and have been fortunate in the opportunities presented to me.

I have been fortunate enough as well to have varied life experiences which have
augmented my empathy as well as my resolve. I have had colleagues, acquaintances, and
friends from virtually every conceivable social, economic, cultural and professional
background. I aspire to treat everyone with respect, grace, and integrity. While I invite
intellectual challenges and look forward to the overall view of and ultimate solution to an
issue, 1 have never shirked from rolling up my sleeves and dealing with the necessary
minutiae that often make the resolution work. [ believe both traits are necessary for an
efficient, professional, and courteous courtroom. I would be honored and humbled for this
opportunity to use everything that | have learned and everything that I hope to learn.

YOUR SIGNATURE WILL BE HELD TO CONSTITUTE A WAIVER OF THE
CONFIDENTIALITY OF ANY PROCEEDING BEFORE A GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE OR
ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING YOUR CREDIT.

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT MY ANSWERS ARE TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF
MY KNOWLEDGE.

Signature: _s/Meredith L. Coker
Meredith L. Coker

Sworn to before me this 23" day of July, 2018.

Patricia McCurdy
Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires:08/31/2026
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Meredith L. Coker

EXHIBIT

g
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wlu g

Judge, Circuit Court, Ninth Judicial Circuit, Seat 2

AMENDMENT TO Judicial Merit Selection Commission Personal Data Questionnaire

Original Date of Document: 07/23/2018

16. List up to five civil appeals you have personally handled. Give the case name, the court, the date of
decision, and the citation if the case was reported. [Response amended to update status of matters

iisted in (b) and (c).]

(a) CresCom Bank v. Terry, Appeal No. 13-2467, United States Court of Appeals, Fourth
Circuit. Decided May 21, 2015. Unreported decision may be found at 610 Fed.Appx. 221;
2015 W12405232.

(b) Fine Housing, Inc., v. Sloan, South Carolina Court of Appeals. Case No. 2017-002517.
Final briefs have been submitted and this matter is pending decision.

(©) Anchorage Plantation Homeowners Association v. Walpole, South Carolina Court of
Appeals Case No. 2016-000281. Unpublished Opinion No. 2018-UP-337, filed July 25,
2018.

(d) Hammond v. The Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Company, United States Court of Appeals,
Fourth Circuit. Decided January 23, 2003. Unreported decision may be found at 56
Fed.Appx. 118 (slip op.); 2003 WL 152823.

(e) Deep Keel, LLC, v. Atlantic Private Equity Group, LLC, et al., South Carolina Court of

Appeals. Case No. 2017-000487. Final briefs have been submitted and this matter is
pending decision.

—__eC P

Meredith L. Coker
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EXHIBIT

%

PENGAR 800-631-69689

CorETR-

JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION WAGIIG

Sworn Statement to be included in Transcript of Public Hearings

Circuit Court
{(New Candidate)

Full Name: Meredith Long Coker

Business Address: 575 King Street, Suite A
Charleston, South Carolina 29403

Business Telephone: (843) 853-9907

1. Why do you want to serve as a Circuit Court judge?

Service as a Circuit Court judge is not only a high honor but also a
profound responsibility. Jurists have the ability and the duty to run their
courtrooms in a manner that respects and preserves the rule of law and that
provides the best possible forum for each and every party and its legal counsel
to present its best possible case in order to promote fairness and justice. |
believe | possess the appropriate demeanor, knowledge, and desire to maintain
such a forum. At this point in my legal career and in my life, | am seeking an
opportunity to fulfill my duty to serve the legal community and the people of
this State with diligence and dignity.

It is imperative for the legislature to elect judges of the highest integrity
and ability. | would endeavor to meet the challenges such a position
engenders, and | would work tirelessly to be deserving of the office and of the
trust bestowed upon me.

2. Do you plan to serve your full term if elected? Yes.

3. Dc you have any plans to return te private practice one day?

If elected, | would have no plans to return to private practice.

4, Have you met the Constitutional requirements for this position regarding
age, residence, and years of practice? Yes.

5, What is your philosophy regarding ex parte communications? Are there
circumstances under which you could envision ex parte communications
being tolerated?
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Ex parte communications are prohibited pursuant to Judicial Canon 3. |
believe that such communications are appropriate only under the
circumstances provided therein. With the availability of electronic mail and
teleconferencing, ex parte communications reguired by emergency or
administrative matters should be rare at this point, if necessary at all. | do
believe in certain circumstances that judicial interaction with the parties in the
context of mediation or settlement can be extremely effective, but this type of
communication would be appropriate only with the consent of the parties.

6. What is your philosophy on recusal, especially in situations in which
lawyer-legislators, former associates, or law partners are to appear
before you?

Recusal is warranted under any circumstances in which the judge has or
appears to have any bias toward any party or its counsel and in which the
judge has personal knowledge of the facts in dispute. In particular,
appearances by former law partners or associates require recusal. With regard
to appearance by lawyer-legislators, recusal would not be necessary solely for
the reason that the lawyer is a legislator. There may arise certain
circumstances with individual legislators whereby recusal would be
appropriate.

7. If you disclosed something that had the appearance of bias, but you
believed it would not actually prejudice your impartiality, what deference
would you give a party that requested your recusal? Would you grant
such a motion?

Because remittal of disqualification requires the agreement of all parties,
a party’s motion for recusal would be dispositive on the issue and | would
defer to that party and grant the motion unequivocally.

8. How would you handle the appearance of impropriety because of the
financial or social involvement of your spouse or a close relative?

Such circumstances require recusal.

9. What standards would you set for yourself regarding the acceptance of
gifts or social hospitality?

I would comply with the requirements of Judicial Canon 4. In particular,
| would consider the requirements of my position when accepting even
ordinary social hospitality, to include rejection of any invitations which would
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have even the appearance of impropriety.

10. How would you handle a situation in which you became aware of
misconduct or appearance of infirmity of a lawyer or of a fellow judge?

My actions would depend on the conduct and its effects. Except in
extreme circumstances, | would confidentially approach that individual and
give him or her the opportunity to seek help or to report themselves to the
appropriate commission. If this communication proves unsuccessful, | would
have a duty to report such conduct or infirmity.

11. Are you a member of any organization or association that, by policy or
practice, prohibits or limits its membership on the basis of race, sex,
religion, or national origin? If so, please identify the entity and explain
if this organization practices invidious discrimination on any basis.

No.

12. Have you engaged in any fund-raising activities with any political, social,
community, or religious organizations? Please describe.

When my daughter attended the Little School at Grace Church, | sat on
the fundraising committee. In addition my husband and | have supported or
participated in other fund-raising activities at our church, for schools in the
area, and for non-profit organizations such as Rotary Club. | have not
participated in any fund-raising activities in any way with any political
organizations or candidates in the past several years.

13. Do you have any business activities that you would envision remaining
involved with if elected to the bench?

No.

14. If elected, how would you handle the drafting of orders?

For common procedural and limited matters, | believe it wholly
appropriate and expected that the prevailing party be prepared to present a
proposed order, which could be interlineated as necessary. Moreover, | believe
certain standard form orders, such as those used by federal courts and other
jurisdictions, would invite consistency and efficiency when used appropriately,
particularly for scheduling matters and common disputes such as those arising
in discovery and pretrial matters. For more complex matters, | would request
that the prevailing party draft a proposed order for my review and modification.

Form Revised 2018 3





| would piace certain requirements on these types of drafts to ensure prompt

filing of the final order. Finally, | am committed to authorship of orders,
particularly these involving intensely contested matters or novel interpretations
of law. | would also request additional briefing as appropriate from the parties
on limited matters to ensure the most considered and correct disposition of the
issue and to minimize the litigant’s need for filing additional motions seeking
clarification, alteration and reconsideration.

15. If elected, what methods would you use to ensure that you and your
staff meet deadiines?

The diverse nature of my practice requires a high level of structure to
ensure that all litigation and transactional matters proceed efficiently and to
deadline. Both immediate and long-term calendars are essential for meeting
deadlines. Communication within an office is also crucial to manage and
oversee work product. Except under extreme or unforeseen circumstances
(such as appearing on multiple jurisdiction’s rosters simultaneously), | would
require the attorneys appearing before me to adhere to deadlines for the
benefit of judicial economy and the interests of their clients. | would not hold
counsel to a standard that | could not meet.

16. What is your philosophy on “judicial activism,” and what effect should
judges have in setting or promoting public policy?

| do not believe there is a role for judicial activism. It is the duty of the
elected state legislature and municipal bodies to enact the laws governing their
citizens. | believe that judges should adhere to and interpret the law as
promulgated by the legislature and as interpreted by appellate courts in order
to provide a consistent and fair forum for litigants. Judges should of course
further the public policy but should not seek to impede or subsume the role of
the legislature in setting policy.

17. Canon 4 allows a judge to engage in activities to improve the law, legal
system, and administration of justice. If elected, what activities do you
plan to undertake to further this improvement of the legal system?

The most basic activity to further improvement of the legal system is to
abide by the tenets of judicial economy and efficiency. The prompt and
thorough administration of judicial responsibilities at all phases of cases aids in
both the administration of justice and the perception of the pubilic.

Mediation, both mandatory and voluntary, has served to help cases to
resolution in my experience. | believe that it would serve an even greater
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number of litigants if discovery and pretrial substantive motions and issues
have had an opportunity to be heard and decided. | commenced my private
practice in the “rocket docket” in Virginia, and the surrounding state courts
endeavored to follow the example set by the District Court for the Eastern
District of Virginia. | would work with administrative judges and clerks to
discuss and implement some of the procedures that improved the efficiency of
the courts and those appearing before them.

| do not have daily interaction with the criminal docket in my practice,
but the same tenets should apply to seek the efficient and prompt
administration of justice by timely hearing and deciding of pretrial matters, as
weli as procedural matters. The criminal dockets and the scheduling thereof
will continue to evolve as the system and legislature addresses a post-Langford
environment. | would endeavor to work as diligently and quickly as possible so
that my office is not a source of delay for parties or their counsel.

Finally, | believe that active participation within the legal and law school
community is vital to furthering and improving the legal system and
administration of justice. | have appreciated the insight from active and retired
jurists, whether elicited in CLEs, classrooms, or informal conversations. A
strong, well-prepared and highly professional bar can only improve and foster
the reputation of the legal community through the greater community at large.

18. Do you feel that the pressure of serving as a judge would strain personal
relationships (i.e. spouse, children, friends, or relatives)? How would
you address this?

| have addressed this issue with my spouse and other relatives. | have
always managed an intense workload with my personal responsibilities and my
service as a judge would be no exception. In college | played varsity lacrosse
while earning academic honors in both my major fields of study, fulfilling
leadership roles in extracurricular activities, and maintaining valuable personal
relationships. My family and | have discussed the obligations of the position,
including travel requirements, and | have no doubt that | can sustain my
personal and familial responsibilities while serving as a judge.

19. The following list contains five categories of offenders that would
perhaps regularly appear in your court. Discuss your philosophy on
sentencing for these classes of offenders.

Criminal sentencing is so often at the forefront of reform efforts
because of its effects on victims, offenders, and society itself. The South
Carolina Code of Laws governs the sentencing of convicted criminals; the
South Carolina Sentencing Guidelines Commission establishes advisory
sentencing guidelines for General Sessions. In sentencing any class of
criminal, | would seek to comply with the intentions of the legislature and
Commission in weighing all aggravating and mitigating factors. Indeed
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sentencing is likely the weightiest of duties for a judge.

a. Repeat offenders: One of the primary purposes of criminal
punishment is to decrease recidivism. As such, repeat offenders are sentenced
more harshly under the South Carolina Code. Those criminals who continue to
commit crime and threaten the social construct and safety of other citizens
should be prevented from committing further crimes. Prison time is perhaps
most important for this class of criminals, and | would consider the rate of
recidivism as a strong aggravating factor.

b. Juveniies (that have been waived to the Circuit Court): Once a
juvenile has been waived to the Circuit Court, that juvenile should be treated
as an adult. | would consider all aggravating and mitigating factors to
determine the proper sentence in each individual case.

C. White collar criminals: White collar criminals often have shown
as little regard for society, the rule of law, and their victims as those convicted
of violent crime. | would comply with the law and sentencing guidelines in the
determination of a just result.

d. Defendants with a socially and/or economically disadvantaged
background: This class comprises so many disparate backgrounds,
experiences, and factors that it would be difficuit for me to consider such
defendants to comprise a class. The determination of sentence for each
criminal, regardless of background, must be made with a consideration of the
sentencing guidelines, the crime committed, and the factors to be employed.

e. Elderly defendants or those with some infirmity: Sentencing
elderly defendants or those with some infirmity would likewise need to be
resolved, like any other criminal sentencing determination, on an individualized
case by case basis.

20. Are you involved in any active investments from which you derive
additional income that might impair your appearance of impartiality?
No.

21. Would you hear a case where you or a member of your family held a de
minimis financial interest in a party involved?

In all such cases the appearance of impropriety is the greatest hazard. |
would treat such circumstances with an abundance of caution and promptly
notify all parties of the nature and extent of the involvement. Only after full
disclosure to the parties and their opportunity to consult independently and
waive any potential disqualification would | continue. Even after any such
remittal, if the circumstances were such that | did not believe myself fully
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impartial, | would nevertheless recuse myself.

22. Do you belong to any organizations that discriminate based on race,
religion, or gender? No.

23. Have you met the mandatory minimum hours requirement for continuing
legal education courses for the past reporting period? Yes.

24. What do you feel is the appropriate demeanor for a judge and when do
these rules apply?

The most effective judges are those who maintain strong and consistent
control of their courtrooms and caseload with professionalism, dignity and
grace. This means maintaining order and being decisive for the primary
purpose of affording all parties the best possible forum in which to seek and
achieve a just and proper decision. Judges should preside with humility,
courtesy to all, and confidence. Judicial demeanor should serve as an example
to the litigants, counsel, and jurors.

Proper judicial demeanor arises from strength of character, and as such
cannot be applied solely during business hours. Sincerity, integrity and
conviction of purpose are appropriate at all times. A few years hence, in a
statement that | find myself revisiting from time to time, a colleague described
Judge Blatt as having led “an intentional life.” | believe the phrase is an ideal
description of judicial demeanor as well as inspiration for navigating life inside
and out of the courtroom.

25. Do you feel that it is ever appropriate to be angry with a member of the
public, especially with a criminal defendant? Is anger ever appropriate in
dealing with attorneys or pro se litigants?

| believe a judge can and should be forthright without being disparaging,
strong without being strident, and authoritative without being angry. | believe
it is human nature to be affected by our interactions with others, vet in my
experience yelling has never served to deescalate a tense or difficult situation.
While | can foresee being angered or saddened by the actions of individuals,
my personality enables me to deal with situations and people with an even
temper and with an eye toward resolving a problem rather than reacting to it.

Outbursts of true anger are never appropriate in any professional
setting, much less within a courtroom. Situations with a member of the
public, attorneys, or pro se litigants must be dealt with in a professional,
tactful manner. Strength of position rarely, if ever, stems from bluster.
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| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ANSWERS TO THE ABOVE QUESTIONS ARE
TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.

Meredith L. Coker

Sworn to before me this 23 day of July, 2018.

Patricia McCurdy
Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires: 08/31/2026
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JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION
PERSONAL DATA QUEST!ONNAIRE

Court, Position, and Seat # for which you are applying: Circuit Court Judge, Ninth Circuit, Seat 2

1.

Name: The Honorable Michéle Patrdo Forsythe

Name that you are known by if different from above
(Example: A Nickname):

N/A

Are you currently serving in some capacity as a judge?
(Includes Municipal, Magistrate, Etc.)

Family Court Judge, Ninth Judicial Circuit, Seat 3

A .

Business Address: Charleston County Judicial Center
100 Broad Street
Suite 256
Charleston, South Carolina

E-Mail Address: |

Telephone Number:  (home):
(office): 843.958.4439

(cell): (——
Date of Birth: B 1973

Place of Birth: Newark, New Jersey
Social Security Number:

Are you a citizen of South Carolina? Yes
Have you been a resident of this state for at least the immediate past five years? Yes

SCDL# or SCHD#: SCDL
Voter Registration Number:

Have you served in the military? If so, give the dates, branch of service, highest rank
attained, serial number (if applicable), present status, and the character of your discharge or
release. Please provide a copy of your DD214 concerning your discharge.





No

Family Status: In the space below, (a) state whether you are single, married, widowed,
divorced, or separated; (b) if married, state the date of your marriage and your spouse’s full
name; (c) if you have ever been divorced or are in the process of obtaining a divorce, state
the date, name of the moving party, court, and grounds; and (d) state the names of your
children and their ages. If your children are old enough to work, include the occupation of
each child.

(a) Married
(b) Marriage to Charles Robert Forsythe September 5, 1998
(c) Never divorced

List each college and law school you attended, including the dates of your attendance, the
degrees you received, and if you left an institution without receiving a degree, the reason for
your departure.

(a) University of Maryland Baltimore County, 1991-1996
(N Bachelors of Arts-Political Science
2) Minor-International Affairs Concentration in Latin American Politics

(b) Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México, 1995
¢)) Foreign Student Spanish Language Program-No Degree obtained. This was a
foreign student exchange program and I obtained course credits to complete
my minor in International Affairs at the University of Maryland Baltimore
County.

(¢)  University of South Carolina School of Law, 1999-2002
Q) Juris Doctor

List the significant activities in which you took part during your attendance at law school.
Give the years you were involved in these activities and list any leadership positions you
held.

(a) The University of South Carolina School of Law 1999-2002

) Student Bar Association Member 2000-2002

2) Student Bar Association Special Events Co-Chair 2001

3) Southeastern Environmental Law Journal 2000-2002

@) Southeastern Environmental Law Journal Publication Editor 2002

4) Student Loan Forgiveness Committee 2002

(6) Student Talent Show Fundraiser for Loan Forgiveness Committee 2002
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10.

List the states in which you have been admitted to practice law and the year of each
admission. Also list any states in which you took the bar exam but were never admitted to
the practice of law. Please indicate the number of times you took the exam in each state.

(a) South Carolina, 3 times Year of Admission 2003

Describe chronologically, since graduation from law school, your legal experience. Please
include a list of all positions held in which you worked in a legal capacity. Describe the
general character of your practice and divide it into periods with dates if its character has
changed over the years. Please also describe the extent to which you were involved with the
administrative and financial management of each of these entities, including management of
trust accounts.

(a) In 2002, I was a law clerk pending bar results at Nexsen Pruet, LLC. 1 worked on
various matters in legal malpractice defense, and personal injury defense.

(b) From late 2003 into 2004 [ practiced as a contract attorney for Rosen Law Firm, LLC. I
worked on various matters in family law, and business litigation.

(c) From 2004 to 2005 I practiced as an associate attorney with Hulsey Litigation Group,
LLC. My responsibilities involved legal research and writing regarding personal injury
claims, business disputes, class action claims, including but not limited to mass tort
cases. The majority of those matters were in federal district court.

(d) In 2005, I practiced as a contract attorney with Grimball & Cabaniss, LL.C. I handled all
DSS appointments for abuse and neglect cases for the law firm’s offices in Charleston,
South Carolina and Kingstree, South Carolina. I also handled all minor settlement
hearings in probate and circuit court, and worked on personal injury defense matters.

(e) In 2005 to 2006 I also practiced as a contract attorney with Savage & Savage, P.A. |
divided my time between Grimball & Cabaniss, LLC and Savage & Savage, P.A. While
working for Savage & Savage, | worked on personal injury cases, securities litigation,
and criminal defense matters. My responsibilities including legal research and writing
on civil and criminal defense issues.

(f) In 2006 I became as an associate with the law firm Query Sautter Gliserman & Price,
LLC. My practice was extremely diverse. Immediately, I began representing clients in
Family Court, in matters regarding child custody, divorce, and equitable distribution.
During the course of my practice, [ represented criminal defense clients in Magistrate
Court, the Court of General Sessions, and United States Federal District Court. I also
represented clients in business litigation disputes, serving as chief counsel in the trial of
those cases. 1 also represented clients in personal injury and wrongful death cases,
serving as second chair during several trials. As an associate and subsequently as a
partner, I also appeared before the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit,
in brief writing and oral argument. In 2008, I was certified as a Family Court Mediator
and began mediating cases regarding abuse and neglect, divorce, equitable distribution,
spousal support, child custody, and child support. During the time, I was also appointed
as a Guardian ad Litem by the Family Court in contested custody cases.

(g) In late 2011, I was offered partnership in the law practice, which ultimately became
known as Query Sautter Forsythe, LLC. As my practice continued to evolve, I
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1.

represented clients in more complex litigation. | was frequently asked to serve as co-
counsel with other attorneys outside my law firm on complex litigation, which required
additional legal research or intense litigation and court room presentation. As a result of
my work in my firm, I also took on more leadership responsibility when it came to
managing the daily details of the law firm, including managing employees, reviewing
accounts payable and receivable. At that point in my career | became a lead attorney for
the Southern States Police Benevolent Association in the Charleston area. 1 routinely
represented law enforcement officers in all matters associated with possible police
misconduct, and was frequently called to scenes involving officer involved shootings.

(h) In February 2016, I was elected to the Family Court bench. For over two years, | have

handled a variety of matters on the Family Court. [ have also remained active in extra
Jjudicial duties, working on programs that will provide alternatives to incarceration of
juveniles, working on language access matters in South Carolina, and most recently
working on the issue of human trafficking. During this time, I was selected as Chairman
of the Language Access Task Force for the Supreme Court’s Commission on Access to
Justice. During my tenure we produced recommendations regarding language access in
South Carolina. Recently, I was selected as a member of the Family Court Bench Bar. |
have been working on a sub-committee for the Family Court Bench Bar which is
examining the most efficient use of court time in abuse and neglect cases.

Justices/judges applying for re-eiection to their current position may omit Questions
11-17. If you are a judge seeking a judgeship different than your current position,
Questions 11-17 should be answered based on your experience prior to serving on the
bench.

Please answer the following:

(b)

(©)

If you are a candidate for Family Court, please provide a brief written description of
your experience within each of the following Family Court practice areas: divorce
and equitable division of property, child custody, adoption, abuse and neglect, and
juvenile justice. Include information about cases you have handled in each of these
practice areas, or if you have not practiced in an area, describe how your background
and procedural knowledge has prepared you to preside over such matters as a Family
Court Judge. Please alsc indicate the frequency of your appearances before a2 Family
Court Judge within the past five years.

N/A

If you are a candidate for Circuit Court, please provide a brief written description of
your experience in criminal matters, including any cases handled over the past five
years and include a brief description of the issues involved. Further, please provide
a brief written description of your experience in civil matters, including any cases
handled over the past five years and include a brief description of the types of
matters handled, issues involved, and procedural history. Please include information
such as the primary areas in civil court in which you practice, whether you represent
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plaintiffs or defendants, or both. You may go back further than five years if you feel
it would assist the Commission with its assessment of your experience. If you lack
experience in an area, describe how your background and procedural knowledge has
prepared you to preside over such matters as a Circuit Court Judge, or how you
would compensate for your lack of experience in this area. Please also indicate the
frequency of your appearances before a Circuit Court Judge within the past five
years.

My private practice included Family Court and Circuit Court experience. I was
fortunate to spend the first few years of my private practice learning from attorneys
possessed with an unparalleled depth of experience and a mastery of the law. They
taught me to take on all of the challenges of practice and represent clients with the
most rigorous depth possible. Our small law firm serves such a range of clients, that
there is little I have not been able to experience in the Circuit Court.

Criminal Matters. My experience has included criminal defense matters, ranging
from magistrate’s court charges, such as traffic offenses and driving under the
influence, to criminal offenses in the Court of General Sessions, including sexual
assault, burglary, armed robbery, and murder. During the course of my time in
private practice, I also represented clients in Federal District Court in criminal
charges, ranging from forgery to money laundering, and drug possession. [ also
represented clients in probation violations, and paroie hearings. Some examples of
my criminal defense experience are as follows:

State v. Jason Michael Maxwell, 2008-GS-08-776 Murder, 2008-GS-08-
1444 Burglary First Degree. I joined the team on this case weeks before
the commencement of the trial. In preparation for the trial, I reviewed
extensive discovery and interviewed dozens of potential witnesses.
Defendant was charged with Murder and Burglary 1. Defendant’s cell
phone was allegedly found at the scene. The decedent was shot at close
range by a shotgun. The Trial took place in 2010. I filed several motions
in limine and was successful in all my motions, but one. [ attempted to
keep out the autopsy photographs, but was not able to keep them all from
the jury. We commenced the case and I delivered the opening statement.
! cross examined several witnesses during the presentation of the State’s
case. Ultimately the Defendant chose to plead guilty during the course of
the trial. He was sentenced to 60 years on the Murder charge and 25
years on the Burglary 1% charge. Initially, he was order to serve those
sentences consecutively.  Ultimately, on a Motion to Reconsider
Defendant was ordered to serve the sentences concurrently.

State v. Gustavo Duarte, 2009-GS-10-001423. This was a case where
the Defendant was charged in General Sessions with Lewd Act on a
Minor. Ultimately, after careful investigation and extensive work with
the Solicitor’s Office 1 was able to convince the prosecution that the
facts and circumstances did not rise to the charged offense. This case
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also prompted an investigation by the Department of Social Services,
and the opening of a case. I was able represent my client in both
matters. Ultimately, the Defendant pled guilty in Transfer Court to
Cruelty to a Child.

State v. Robert Mitchell, 2013-GS-10-2838 and 2013A1010200537.
This was a case where the Defendant was indicted for Murder.
Defendant was alleged to have participated in a robbery-murder. The
Defendant had a previous criminal history in Florida, such that his
pending charges could have subjected him to a life sentence under
South Carolina’s third strike rule. I was Defendant’s Fifth Attorney.
After review of Discovery in this matter, my client decided to
cooperate with the Ninth Circuit Solicitor’s Office and testify against
his Co-Defendant. The Solicitor was able to obtain a conviction
against my client’s Co-Defendant on the charge of Murder. Months
later, my client entered a plea of guilty to Accessory After the Fact.
He was given five years, but released upon the service of three years.
He was ordered to serve the remaining term on probation. My client
had been ineligible for bond, despite numerous attempts to obtain a
bond. As aresult, he was released five days after he entered his guilty
plea.

Plaintiffs and Defendants. Private practice afforded me the opportunity to work
on a variety of matters, which could be as simple as an automobile collision; or
as complicated as a failed business transaction, medical malpractice injury, or a
wrongful death case. Because our law firm represented people from all walks of
life, we often represented those who were injured and those who owned small
and medium sized businesses. My first experiences started by serving as
associate counsel in a variety of litigation matters. [ was often tasked with a
majority of the research and writing responsibilities. Ultimately, however, |
grew comfortable in the court room and appeared in all of the courts in South
Carolina. My Circuit Court experience ranged from non-jury trials where |
served as lead trial attorney for Plaintiffs and Defendants, to criminal trials in the
Court of General Sessions. The following are & small example of matters, which
I believe constitute significant experience in the Circuit Court.

Civil Non Jury Matters.

Tim McGinnis v. Philip Pinckney, 2003-CP-10-3356, 2007-CP-10-1797.
This was a an action where I represented the Plaintiff in a Quantum
Meruit case. Plaintiff was the owner of Just for Fun Playgrounds and
sold the play ground business to the Defendant under the guise of a
franchise contract. Defendant was to pay Plaintiff $2,500.00 per month
and 5% of the monthly gross proceeds of the business. Defendant
initially commenced paying Plaintiff on a monthly basis. Over time he
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stopped making payments. After conducting detailed discovery and
surviving various motions to dismiss including a statute of limitations
defense, [ proceeded to a Non-Jury Trial in 2010. I obtained a verdict in
the amount of $137,695.95. The Defendant filed in appeal, while on
appeal the parties negotiated a settlement in favor my client, the Plaintiff.

Mincey v. Mincey and MLM, Inc., 2005-CP-10-3899. This matter was a
2008 bench trial in the Court of Common Pleas regarding language in a
Family Court Order. [ represented the Defendant. The parties were
divorced but continued working together in a construction partnership.
A dispute arose during the winding up of the partnership. Plaintiff
demanded additional money in distributions. Defendant denied that
Plaintiff was entitled to any additional money. After a one day trial with
various witnesses, the Court took the matter under advisement. The
Court found in favor of the Defendant. This matter was significant
because the language of the Final Order and Decree of Divorce was
critical in the outcome of the Common Pleas case. Plaintiff chose not to
appeal the Court’s ruling.

Civil Jury Matters.

Murphy v. Wachovia, 2006-CP-10-1155. This was a case where
Plaintiff’s Mother (deceased) purchased Certificates of Deposit from
Wachovia Bank, formerly South Coast Bank. When her son attempted
to redeem the Certificate of Deposit, the Bank refused to honor the CD
and denied the existence of the account. The action was filed by a
former law partner in the firm. Upon his retirement, [ inherited all of the
cases, including Mr. Murphy’s case. This case was litigated, and
ultimately resolved through mediation. Ultimately, the bank paid a
confidential settlement to the Plaintiff, prior to the jury trial.

Angelic Brown and Trojan Bell, Individually and as Personal
Representatives of the Estate of Travone L. Bell, Decedent v. The City of
North Charleston Police Department and Charleston County Sheriff’s
Office, 2006-CP-10-2996. This was a wrongful death survival action
where a minor died in the custody of the Charleston County Sheriff’s
Office after he was arrested by the North Charleston Police
Department. The minor had ingested cocaine during his arrest. Police
pulled a bag of crack cocaine from the minor’s mouth. Despite the
ingestion, North Charleston Police Department failed to obtain
medical attention for the minor. On the night he was booked at the
Charleston County Detention Center the minor suffered a cardiac
infarction. He never regained consciousness and died weeks later. The
Federal District Court bifurcated the federal causes of action and the
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state causes of action. The Federal case went up on appeal to the
United States Court of Appeals Fourth Circuit (see below). The state
cause of action were tried in November 2009 in the Ninth Circuit
Court of Common Pleas. After a week-long trial, the jury did not find
gross negligence, as required under the South Carolina Tort Claims
Act. The Jury found for the Defendants. The case was important
however, because the City of North Charleston changed its policies
regarding the ingestion of narcotics and appropriate law enforcement
response.

Glenn Faircloth and Tonya Faircloth, individually and as parents and
natural guardians of John Doe #1, a minor v. Berkeley County School
District, and Carl Halstead and Linda Halstead, Individually and as
Parents and Natural Guardians of John Doe #2, 2007-CP-08-93. 1 filed
this action on behalf of the parents of a minor child. The child, was
sexually abused by an older child. John Doe #1 disclosed that he was
sexually involved with John Doe #2 to an employee of the Berkeley
County School District. John Doe #1 was considered disabled. The
parents of the John Doe #2 settled the claim. After years of litigation, the
claims was also settled with the Berkeley County School District.

Suncoast Properties of South Carolina v. Charleston on the Beach, LL.C
and Horace Rooke and Horace Rooke and Charleston on the Beach, LLC
v. Eric Davisdon and Davidson, Bennett and Wigger, 2005-CP-10-726;
Beachside Real Estate, Inc and Vickie Hollingsworth v. Suncoast
Properties of South Carolina, LLC, Charleston on the Beach, LLC and
Horace Rooke, 2007-CP-10-1543. This series of lawsuits originated
with a failed real estate transaction. Our client, Horace Rooke entered
into a real estate sales contract wherein he would sell a hotel located on
Folly Beach to Suncoast Properties, LLC. As a result of a clause in his
loan documentation, our client could not enter into the contract. The
purchaser filed and action against our client. We filed

John Koon, as the Personal Representative of the Estate of Chavis Berley
v. Ruby Deaton, 201 !-CP-36-549 and alsc South Carolina Farm Bureau
Mutual Insurance Company v. Ruby Deaton, and John Koon, as the
Personal Representative of the Estate of Chavis Berley, 2011-CP-36-91.
This was a wrongful death and survival action, which was successfully
settled after litigation in a declaratory judgment action. The action was
filed on behalf of the estate of minor who had died as a result of
strangulation on playground equipment. The declaratory judgment
action was filed on the grounds that the minor child was a resident
relative of the Defendant, Ruby Deaton and therefore fell under an
exclusion in the homeowner’s policy. Many family court documents
were utilized as evidence in this case. The issue of grandparent custody
played a prominent role in the litigation. After oral argument at a Motion
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12.

13.

(©)

(d)

Hearing, the Circuit Court determined that the minor child was not a
resident relative and therefore, Farm Bureau’s Declaratory Judgment
action was denied. We were subsequently able to settle the wrongful
death survival action in favor of the Estate.

If you are a candidate for Master-In-Equity, please provide a brief written
description of your experience in the Master’s court, including any cases handled
over the past five years and include a brief description of the issues involved. Please
include the frequency of your appearances before a Master-In-Equity or a Circuit
Court Judge within the past five years.

N/A

If you are a candidate for Administrative Law Court, please provide a brief written
description of your experience before an Administrative Law Judge, including any
issues discussed and the frequency of your appearances before the Administrative
Law or Circuit Court within the past five years.

N/A

What was the frequency of your court appearances during the past five years or in the five
years prior to your election to the bench?

(a)

(b)

Federal: Prior to taking the bench, I appeared in federal court on many occasions in
reference to civil and criminal matters. [ appeared in Federal Court representing
criminal defendants on charges of possession of drugs, firearms, and fraudulent
documents. I also worked on matters regarding asset forfeiture, successfully
resolving a forfeiture return to my clients after two years of litigation. I handled two
civil appellate level matters before the United States Court of Appeal in the Fourth
Circuit.

State: Prior to taking the bench, I appeared regularly in summary, magistrate,
family, and circuit court. Because of the level of litigation in Family Court, I would
appear weekly to bi-weekly in Family Court. In Circuit Court, [ routinely handled,
no- jury matters, and motions, but those were not weekly occurrences. Our law firm
policy required jury trial matters to have more than one attorney involved in the
event of scheduling conflicts. Even when I was not the lead attorney on the case, |
participated in discovery preparation, depositions, trial preparation, jury evaluation
and jury selection jury evaluation.

What percentage of your practice involved civil, criminal, domestic, and other matters
during the past five years or in the five years prior to your election to the bench?

(@)

(b)

(c)

civil: 25%
criminal: 20%
domestic: 50%
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14.

15.

(d) other: Mediation and Guardian ad Litem work 5%

What percentage of your practice in trial court during the past five years or in the five years
prior to your election to the bench involved matters that went to a jury, including those that
settled prior to trial?

(@  jury: 10% includes those matters that were settled prior to trial or during trial.

(b) non-jury: 75%

©) other legal representation: 15%

Did you most often serve as sole counsel, chief counsel, or associate counsel in these
matters?

(@) Over time, my skills allowed me to serve as chief counsel, or share the duties equally
with my law partners. In non-jury matters, my development in the practice of law
allowed me to move quickly from associate counsel to chief counsel. On many matters,
it was our law firm policy to share duties equally in trial.

List five of the most significant litigated matters you have personally handled in either trial
or appellate court or before a state or federal agency. Give citations if the cases were
reported and describe why these matters were significant.

(a) Angelic Brown and Trojan Bell, individually and as Personal Representatives of the
Estate of Travone L. Bell, Decedent v. The City of North Charleston Police
Department and Charleston County Sheriff’s Office, 2006-CP-10-2996. This was a
wrongful death survival action where a minor died in the custody of the
Charleston County Sheriff’s Office after he was arrested by the North Charleston
Police Department. The minor had ingested cocaine during his arrest. Police
pulled a bag of crack cocaine from the minor’s mouth. Despite the ingestion,
North Charleston Police Department failed to obtain medical attention for the
minor. On the night he was booked at the Charleston County Detention Center
the minor suffered a cardiac infarction. He never regained consciousness and
died weeks later. The case went to trial in 2009, but the jury did not find gross
negligence as required under the South Carolina Tort Claims Act. The case was
important however, because the City of North Charleston changed its policies
regarding the ingestion of narcotics and appropriate law enforcement response.

b) Historic Charleston Properties, LLC v. Bennett Baker Strahan, 2011-CP-10-897.
This is a case where my client, the Plaintiff entered into a Listing Agreement as the
agent to sell a property of substantial value in downtown Charleston for the
Defendant. In the event the Plaintiff secured a purchaser the Plaintiff would receive
3% of the purchase price. The Plaintiff secured a purchaser. The Defendant had
failed to disclose that a lis pendens was placed on the property by the Executor of an
Estate. The Plaintiff demanded that the lis pendens be removed. The Executor
agreed to remove the lis pendens on the condition that the net proceeds of the sale
would be held in escrow. The Defendant refused to agree to those conditions.
During the course of negotiation, Defendant sold the property and the proceeds were
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(©)

(d

held in escrow in a matter between Defendant and the Executor. As a result I filed a
Summons and Complaint, as well as a Complaint for a Temporary Restraining
Order, and a Motion and Attachment for Injunction to protect the interests of the
Plaintiff in those proceeds. The Circuit Court granted the Temporary Restraining
Order and enjoined the Title Company, the Defendant and counsel from disposing of
$200,000.00 worth of funds in escrow, on the condition that Plaintiff post a bond.
Within days the parties were able to enter into a settlement agreement.

John Koon. as the Personal Representative of the Estate of Chavis Berley v. Ruby
Deaton, 2011-CP-36-549. South Carolina Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company
v. Ruby Deaton, and John Koon, as the Personal Representative of the Estate of
Chavis Berley, 2011-CP-36-91. This was a wrongful death and survival action,
which was resolved after successful litigation in a declaratory judgment action. The
action was filed on behalf of the estate of minor who had died as a result of
strangulation on playground equipment. The declaratory judgment action was filed
on the grounds that the minor child was a resident relative of the Defendant, Ruby
Deaton and therefore fell under an exclusion in the homeowner’s policy. The issue
of grandparent custody played a prominent role in the litigation. After a hearing on
the matter, the Circuit Court determined that the minor child was not a resident
relative and therefore, Farm Bureau’s Declaratory Judgment action was denied.
Subsequently, the parties were able to settie the wrongful death survival action in
favor of the Estate.

United States of America v. James Robinson Bonding Company, No. 2011-6957,
(4™ Cir. May 24, 2012). This case began in the Federal District Court upon the
United State’s Motion to Estreat and Forfeit Bond. A defendant, HIS was arrested in
South Carolina after allegedly attempting to export a boat to Lebanon in which he
had hidden firearms and ammunition. HJS entered a plea of not guilty, and was
granted bond. HJS was the father of a gravely ill infant in Michigan. The United
States asked for detention, but the motion was denied. Our client the Surety (and
Defendant captioned above) posted the bond on HJS’s behalf in the amount of
$150,000.00. An indictment was filed in July 2010, and HJS appeared at his
arraignment. He remained on the same bond. Days later, a Superseding Indictment
was filed, adding two more counts. HJS did not appear for his arraignment but filed
a waiver of appearance and entered a plea of not guilty, by way of his counsel. Our
client was never notified of the Superseding Indictment. The Clerk of Court
admitted that he failed to provide appropriate notice in contravention of the federal
court rules. HJS fled the country to Lebanon. The United States move to Estreat the
Bond. While the District Court found that the Surety had failed to receive notice, the
Court did not discharge the Surety as required by law and estreated $30,000.00 of
the Bond to the United States. My brief challenged the District Court’s decision.
Because the government had violated the terms of the bond contract, the District
Court should have set aside the forfeiture based upon Reese v. United States, 76 U.S.
(9 Wall.) 13 (1869). The case was submitted to the United States Court of Appeals,
Fourth Circuit. The Fourth Circuit ordered mediation. At the mediation conference
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(e)

the United States settled the case and returned 90% of the estreated proceeds. This
was a particularly important case for forfeiture law at the time. We were able to
remind the United States it must still follow the principles of contract law when
dealing with Sureties.

Michael Ackerman v. Charleston County Sheriff’s Office, 2014061957. This was a
case which initially commenced with the fatal shooting of Charleston County
Sheriff’s Deputy Joseph Matuskovic. Deputy Michael Ackerman was on scene with
Deputy Matuskovic when a suspect opened fire upon a group of Charleston County
Sheriff’s Deputies from within his apartment. Deputy Joseph Matuskovic was killed
instantly. Deputy Ackerman was shot in the leg, but was able to return fire and
ultimately killed the suspect. Aside from his physical condition, Deputy Ackerman
began exhibiting signs of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. My initial involvement in
this case commenced with the shooting incident itself. | was called to the Medical
University of South Carolina by a law enforcement officer at the request of Deputy
Ackerman. [ had previously represented Deputy Ackerman as a witness in an
investigation from the Department of Justice regarding an incident of misconduct
within the Sheriff’s Office. I responded to the hospital and assisted the South
Carolina Law Enforcement Division in obtaining critical information regarding the
suspect. At the time, it was not known that the suspect was deceased. Various
SWAT team agents were waiting information regarding the scene before making
entry into the apartment. Although my client was also under SLED investigation at
this point, it was critical to cooperate as much as possible and provide as much
information as possible to further protect officers about to make entry.

Subsequently it became clear that in addition to his physical wounds which were
significant, Deputy Ackerman was suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder.
Initially Deputy Ackerman was not inclined to file a Worker’s Compensation Claim.
However, when the Department denied payment of treatment for post traumatic
stress disorder, my law firm filed an action before the Worker’s Compensation
Commission. The case was litigated, and we were prepared to provide expert
testimony and challenge the standing law on post-traumatic stress disorder coverage
for first responders. Ultimately, the case settled for a confidential amount. The issue
as tc whether standing law provides coverage for post traumatic stress disorder
remains unclear.

16.  List up to five civil appeals you have personally handled. Give the case name, the court, the
date of decision, and the citation if the case was reported.

(a)

Angelic Brown and Trojan Bell, Individually and as Personal Representatives of the
Estate of Travone L. Bell, Decedent v. The City of North Charleston Police

Department and Charleston County Sheriff’'s Office, Unpublished Opinion No.
2008-1937 (4" Cir. Jan. 15, 2010).
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17.

18.

19.

(b) United States of America v. James Robinson Bonding Company, No. 2011-6957,
(4" Cir. May 24, 2012). The case was settled at mediation, prior to the scheduling of
Oral Argument. The case was not reported. | have provided my Brief as a writing
sample.

List up to five criminal appeals you have personaily handled. Give the case name, the court,
the date of decision and the citation if the case was reported.

(a) None

Have you ever held judicial office? If so, list the periods of your service, the courts
involved, and whether you were elected or appointed. Describe the jurisdiction of each of
the courts and note any limitations on the jurisdiction of each court.

(a I presently serve the State of South Carolina as a Family Court Judge. I was elected
on February 3, 2016 and commenced my term on July 1, 2016. The jurisdiction of
the family court is determined by statute. There are no jurisdictional amounts. On
any given day the Family Court can handle simple divorces with little in the way of
assets, or complex marital litigation with estates and businesses that are valued in the
millions. The Family Court is also tasked with handling matters child custody,
visitation and support; separate support and maintenance; matters regarding child
abuse and neglect; juvenile delinquency; adoptions; name changes; corrections of
birth certificates; matters regarding contempt, and vulnerable adult matters.

If the answer to question 18 is yes, describe or list five of your most significant orders or
opinions and give the citations if they were reported. Also list citations to any appellate
review of these orders or opinions.

(a) Five significant orders:

i. South Carolina Department of Social Services v. Richard Passio, et. al.,
2016-DR-27-200 (Order on a Permanency Planning Hearing Trial April
20,2017)

ii. Michae! Thomas Rooke v. Meredith Kaufiman, 201 1-DR-10-3199, Order
Denying Motion to Relinquish Jurisdiction. May 17, 2017.

iii. South Carolina Department of Social Services v Julia Timmons, 2008-
DR-10-1845. Order from Defendant’s Motion to Reduce Arrears. May
27,2017.

iv. Jeffrey Haught v. Christiane Leggett, 2017-DR-10-2991. Order on
Defendant’s Motion for Reconsideration (Regarding Relocation and
Custody of Minor Children). December 7, 2017.

v. Va’Keisha Page v. Ricardo Dontez Prizzie, Lamont Sanders, Jimmy
Frazier, and Katie Page, 2016-DR-10-1370. (Final Order for Custody of
Minor Children)
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20.

21.

(b) To my knowledge none of my orders, have reached appellate review with an
opinion.

List all courts in which you have been admitted to practice and list the dates of your
admission. Give the same information for administrative bodies that require a special
admission to practice.

(a) State of South Carolina, 2003

(b) United States District Court, District of South Carolina, 2005
(c) United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, 2008
(d) The United States Supreme Court, 2008

Have you taught law-related courses or lectured at bar association conferences, educational
institutions, or continuing legal or judicial education programs? If so, briefly describe each
course or lecture.

(a) I have lectured at the Charleston School of Law on the representation Spanish
speaking clients, and the impact of the language barrier on representation. I also
discussed the collateral consequences of criminal charges on immigration status.

(b) I have lectured at the Charleston School of Law on the representation of clients in
criminal matters.

(c) On August 14, 2015 I lectured on Alternate Dispute Resolution Issues in Family
Court at the Charleston County Bar Association Family Law Seminar on.

(d) On October 24, 2016 I spoke at the Access to Justice Summit on Language Access
on language access challenges.

(e) On November 12, 2016 I along with other judges spoke to a group of students at the
Charleston School of Law on the Color of Justice.

® On January 21, 2017 [ along with other Family Court Judges participated in
“Hollywood Squares” a Family Court presentation for the South Carolina Bar.

(2 On February 13, 2017 I participated in the Annual Horry County Family Court CLE.

(h) On May 5, 2017 1 led a panel of speakers as the moderator on the topic of Assisted
Reproductive Technology at the American Bar Association Family Law Spring CLE
Conference in Savannah, Georgia.

@ On March 2, 2018, I spoke to the South Carolina Task Force on Human Trafficking.

) On April 24, 2018, I, along with two other Family Court judges led a training of
Myrtle Beach Police Officers, Horry County Law Enforcement Officers,
Department of Juvenile Justice stakeholders, Department of Social Services
stakeholder, Assistant Solicitors and other system stakeholders on the issue of
domestic child sex trafficking which we titled “Stay or Go.”

&) On May 2, 2018 I spoke to the South Carolina Department of Social Services
Region 3 on Domestic Child Sex Trafficking.

)] On July 20, 2018, I am scheduled to speak in collaboration with other partners on
the issue of Human Trafficking the South Carolina Department of Juvenile Justice
on Domestic Child Sex Trafficking.

(m)  On August 17, 2018, T am scheduled to speak at the 2017 Family Law Essentials
regarding Contempt Hearings and Advice from the Bench.
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22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

(n) In October of 2018, I am scheduled to speak on the issue of Domestic Child Sex
Trafficking in Greenville, South Carolina.

Provide, as a separate attachment, your continuing legal or judicial education report from
the past five years.

Please see the attached report from the Commission for Continuing Legal Education

List all published books and articles you have written and give citations and the dates of
publication for each.

(a) Michéie Patrdo Forsythe, Lady Luck Smiles on Environmentalists in Mississippi, 9
S.C. Envt’l. LJ. 231 (Spring 2002)

Please furnish as a separate attachment, two examples of legal articles, briefs, orders, or
other legal writings for which you can claim sole or primary authorship. If you cannot claim
sole authorship, please explain the extent to which you are the primary author, to include a
description of the other authors and their contributions. The writing samples are for the
Commission’s use only and will not be published. (If you are a judge and are not seeking a
different type of judgeship, this question is inapplicable.)

Please see attached. I have submitted two briefs and two orders. I am the primary author of
all the material I have provided. I give my law partner O. Grady Query credit in editing my
brief to the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. While Mr. Query’s name is listed above mine
in the second brief submitted; I am the author of that brief, and my signature is affixed to the
Brief. I represented our client at the Motion Hearing, and was solely responsible for that
portion of the case. In addition, I have provided two Orders which are solely my work.

What is your rating or membership status, if any, by any legal rating organization, such as,
Best Lawyers, Chambers, Legal 500, Martindale-Hubbell. Who’s Who Legal, Super
Lawyers, Million Dollar Advocates Forum, etc.? If you are currently a member of the
judiciary, list your last available rating, if any.

Prior tc becoming 2 member of the judiciary, my last known rankings were the following

(a) Super Lawyer Rising Star, 2013

(b) AVVO Rating 9.3/10 prior to my election in 2016.

List all bar associations and professional organizations of which you are a member and give
the titles and dates of any offices you have held in such groups.

(a) The James L. Petigru American Inn of Court 2009-present

(b) The James L. Petigru American Inn of Court Executive Committee 2009-2015
(c) The James L. Petigru American Inn of Court Secretary 2009-2015
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27.

28.

29.

30.

(d) Berkeley County Bar Association 2010-2013

(e) Charleston County Bar Association 2004 to present

® Charleston County Bar Association Executive Committee 2013-2016

(9] Charleston County Bar Association CLE Co-Chair 2013-2016

(h) Charleston School of Law Moot Court Volunteer 2009-2010

()] South Carolina Association for Justice, Member 2003-2016

()] South Carolina Bar, Member 2003-present

(k) South Carolina Bar Resolution of Fee Disputes Board Ninth Circuit 2012-present

) South Carolina Bar House of Delegates 2010-2014, 2015 to present

(m)  South Carolina Bar Civil Practice and Procedure Committee 2014

(n) South Carolina Bar Lawyer Wellness Committee 2014, 2015

(0) South Carolina Bar Lawyers Helping Lawyers Committee 2015

(p) South Carolina Bar Future of the Profession Committee 2015

(Q South Carolina Bar Ask-A-Lawyer Volunteer 2013-2014

(r) South Carolina Bar Mock Trial Judge for Moultrie Middle School 2014

(s) South Carolina Bar Mock Trial Judge, 2018

® The Supreme Court Lawyer Mentoring Program 2014 to present

(uv) The South Carolina Supreme Court Access to Justice Commission Language Access
Task Force Chair 2016-2017.

(v)  The National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges 2016 to present.

(w)  The Family Court Bench Bar Committee 2018

Have you ever held public office other than judicial office? If so, list the periods of your
service, the office or offices involved, and whether you were elected or appointed. Also,
state whether or not you have timely filed your report with the State Ethics Commission
during the period you held public office. If not, were you ever subject to a penalty? If so,
give details, including dates.

No. I have always filed my State Ethics Commission report on a timely basis. I was never
subject to a penalty.

For sitting or former judges, list all employment you had while serving as a judge (whether
full-time or part-time, contractual or at will, consulting or otherwise) other than elected
judicial office. Specify vour dates of employment, employer, major job responsibilities, and
supervisor.

[ have no other employment other than my service as a Family Court Judge.

Have you ever been an unsuccessful candidate for elective, judicial, or other public office?
If so, give details, including dates.

No.

Have you ever been engaged in any occupation, business, or profession other than the
practice of law, teaching of law, or holding judicial or other public office? If so, give
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31

32.

details, including a description of your occupation, business, or profession, the dates of your
employment, and the name of your business or employer.

Yes. Please see below.

(a)

(b)

Intelligence Analyst

A clandestine agency with the Department of Defense 1996-1998

I was recruited by the Department of Defense in the Winter of 1995 to work for a
clandestine agency. During a nine month time frame, I was interviewed,
investigated, and tested for my position. In November 1996, I was hired by the
Department of Defense to work as an intelligence analyst for the agency, and was
given a top secret security clearance. Over time, [ was read into other special
intelligence clearances. Much of the work I performed in those two years remains
classified. I can disclose that I was awarded several commendations for my writing
and analysis of issues in the United States Presidential Daily Brief. I have no
authority to disclose other details of my work history or assignments.

The United States Senate 1996

United States Senator Paul Sarbanes, Maryland

I worked for Senator Sarbanes as an Intern in 1995 through Spring of 1996. Prior
to my graduation from college, the Senator hired me to serve as a second
administrative assistant. 1 commenced my duties upon graduation. My duties
included maintaining the Senator’s calendar; coordinating the Senator’s
engagements with the Senator’s Press Secretary and Chief of Staff; corresponding
with certain constituency groups on the Senator’s behalf; providing additional
follow-up constituent services; drafting letters for the Senator’s signature; and
coordinating the delivery of the Senator’s briefing materials.

Are you now an officer or director or involved in the management of any business
enterprise? Explain the nature of the business, your duties, and the term of your service.

(a)

I am a member of Cutters, LLC. This limited liability company holds a lease
interest in first floor units 101 and 102 at The Wappoo Centre 147 Wappoo Creek
Drive, Suite 202, Charleston, South Carolina. This company also owns Units 201,
202, and 203 of the second floor of The Wappoo Centre, 147 Wappoo Creek Drive,
Suite 202. This limited liability company is the lessor to several law firms, there are
tenants located in those units. Because of the nature of my work on the bench, I am
not privy to any lease information. My partners have insured that I have no dealings
which could cause a conflict of interest. Because they are lawyers who could appear
before me, I am recused from cases in which they are associated.

Are you now or have you ever been employed as a “lobbyist,” as defined by S.C. Code § 2-
17-10(13), or have you acted in the capacity of a “lobbyist’s principal,” as defined by S.C.
Code § 2-17-106(14)? If so, give the dates of your employment or activity in such capacity
and specify by whom you were directed or employed.
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33.

No.

Provide, as a separate attachment, a complete, current financial net worth statement that

itemizes in detail:

(@) the identity and value of all financial assets held, directly or indirectly, including, but
not limited to, bank accounts, real estate, securities, trusts, investments, and other
financial holdings; and

(b)  the identity and amount of each liability owed, directly or indirectly, which is in
excess of $1,000, including, but not limited to, debts, mortgages, loans, and other
financial obligations.

(A net worth statement form is provided with this questionnaire and you must use this
format for submission of your financial statement.)

A complete, current financial net worth statement was provided to the Commission.

NOTE: The Commission may require written confirmation that financial obligations have
been satisfied or that the parties have agreed upon a payment schedule.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Has a tax lien or other collection procedure ever been instituted against you by federal, state,
or local authorities? Have you ever defauited on a student loan? Have you ever filed for
bankruptcy? If so, give details.

No.

Since filing with the Commission your letter of intent to run for judicial office, have you
accepted lodging, transportation, entertainment, food, meals, beverages, money, or any other
thing of value as defined by S.C. Code § 2-17-10(1) from a lobbyist or lobbyist’s principal?
If so, please specify the item or items you received, the date of receipt, and the lobbyist or
lobbyist’s principal involved.

No.

Itemize (by amount, type, and date) all expenditures, other than those for travel and rcom
and board, made by you, or on your behalf in furtherance of your candidacy for the position
you seek. If you have spent over $100, have you reported your expenditures to the House
and Senate Ethics Committees?

None.
List the recipient and amount of all contributions made by you, a member of your immediate

family, or by a business with whom you are associated, to members of the General
Assembly within the past four years.
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38.

39.

40.

My husband, Charles Robert Forsythe donated to the South Carolina Senate election
campaign of Sandy Senn in the amount of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) in 2017.
In the capacity of a law enforcement officer, my husband has known Senator Senn
for many years prior to her becoming a candidate for the South Carolina Senate. |
was not informed of this campaign donation. Money used for this campaign
donation did not come from a joint account.

Have you or has anyone acting on your behalf solicited or collected funds to aid in the
promotion of your candidacy? If so, please specify the amount, solicitor, donor, and date of
the solicitation.

No.

Describe any financial arrangements or business relationships you have, or have had in the
past, that could constitute or result in a possible conflict of interest in the position you seek
or currently hold. Explain how you would resolve any potential conflict of interest.

(a) As a result of my partnership in my private law practice, I have many potential
conflicts of interest. In order to resolve the ethical dilemma, I have created a recusal
list which I have provided to the Clerk’s office in the Family Court. [ would use the
same list in the Court of Common Pleas and General Sessions. Any potential
conflicts of interest would resuit in my recusal of the matter.

Describe any interest you or a member of your immediate family has in real property:

(a) in which there is a potential conflict of interest with your involvement in a South
Carolina state or local public agency;

(b)  in which there have been public improvements of $200 or that adjoins property in
which there have been public improvements of $200; or

(c) which was sold, leased, or rented to a state or local public agency in South Carolina.

N/A

List the interest you hold and the value and location of the property. Identify as applicable

the:

(a) nature of any potential conflict of interest;

(b) nature and value of any public improvements; and

(c) South Carolina state or local public agency which purchased or is leasing or renting
such property.

Attach a copy of any contract or agreement.

N/A
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41.

42,

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

Identify any personal property interest you or a member of your immediate family sold,
leased, or rented to a South Carolina state or local public agency. Identify the property, its
amount or value, and the name of the agency. Attach a copy of any contract or agreement.

N/A

For sitting judges, if you currently hold an interest in stock or other securities or have held
such an interest, list each stock you currently own or owned during the prior calendar year.
If you prefer, you may attach broker or account records containing the requested
information instead of listing it here.

A complete, current financial net worth statement was provided to the Commission, with an
attached brokerage record.

For sitting judges, have you ever accepted anything of value from an attorney or litigant in a
matter currently or previously before you or your court? If so, please give the details,
including the name of the attorney or litigant and the thing of value you received.

No.

For sitting judges, have you used the services of your staff, for which you did not pay, while
campaigning for this office?

No.

Have you ever been arrested, charged, or held by federal, state, or other law enforcement
authorities for violation or for suspicion of violation of any federal law or regulation, state
law or regulation, or county or municipal law, regulation, or ordinance, or any other law,
including another country’s law? If so, give details but do not include traffic violations
which are subject to a penalty of $125 or less. You must include any and all arrests,
including, but not limited to, offenses for driving under the influence or similar traffic
offenses. Include all arrests that resulted in expungement, which will be redacted. If you
have questions regarding whether to include an offense, please contact the Commission.

IAll answers have been received and considersd by the Commission, and as noted above,
any expunged matters are redacted from the record.]

Have you, to your knowledge, ever been under federal, state, or local investigation for
possible violation of a criminal statute? If yes, explain.

No.
Have you ever been sued by a client? Have you ever been a named party (personally or

professionally) in or had a pecuniary interest in any civil or criminal proceedings? If so,
give details, including, but not limited to, dates, and resolutions.
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48.

49.

50.

(a) Fee Dispute, Client, July 1, 201 1—The Assigned Member conducted an investigation
and determined that the attorney fee was earned. [ believe the Complainant appealed the
decision to the Chair. The Chair determined the attorney fee was earned and closed the
case.

(b) Fee Dispute, Client, April 29, 2013—The Assigned Member conducted an investigation
and determined that the attorney fee was earned. The case was closed.

(c) Fee Dispute, Client, May 27, 2015—The Assigned Member conducted an investigation
and determined that an accounting error was made in the amount of Sixty Two Dollars
and Fifty Cents ($62.50). The Assigned Member determined the remainder of the fee
was earned. My law firm delivered a check to the Client in the amount determined by
the Assigned Member. Client appealed the decision to the Fee Dispute Panel. The Panel
dismissed the appeal, and the case was closed.

(d) Lawsuit, Small Claims Court. Stephen Albenesius v. Robert and Michele Forsythe
2016-CV-10-10601120, Filed on December 6, 2016 and Closed on August 30, 2017—
The Plaintiff was a tenant of 55 West Second Street, a property managed by Exit Realty
on Folly Beach. The property is owned by my parents, Joseph and Maria Lilia Patrao.
English is my Father’s fifth language—and not his best. My father often uses me to
convey his desires to his property management company. Based upon my father’s
instructions and in conjunction with Exit Reaity, the tenant was evicted from the
property for failure to pay rent and destruction of the premises. The tenant sued my
husband and I, alleging we were the property owners. We were not the owners of the
property. The case was subsequently dismissed by agreement of the parties. No
payments were made by Plaintiff or Defendant.

If you are in private practice, are you covered by malpractice insurance and, if so, how
long have you carried malpractice insurance? If applicable, have you ever been covered
by a tail policy? If so, please explain when you were covered by a tail policy. Also, if
applicable, indicate your coverage and deductible for your current malpractice policy.

N/A

Have you ever, in South Carolina or any other jurisdiction, as a lawyer, judge, or other
professional, been sanctioned or disciplined for lawyer, judicial, or other professional
misconduct or has any jurisdiction found that you committed any misconduct? If so, give
the details and describe any final disposition. Include any and all confidential and public
sanction, discipline, or finding of misconduct of any kind.

[Yes and no responses are redacted for all candidates unless there is a public discipline.]
Have you ever been investigated by the Department of Social Services? If so, give the

details and the resolution. Has your name ever been enrolled on the Central Registry of
Child Abuse and Neglect? If so, give the details.
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51.

52.

53.

54.

35.

No.

Note: The flash drive with your application materials contains (1) Section 2-19-70(¢);

(2) JMSC Rule 24, and (3) informal opinions and letters concerning pledging
prohibitions, with which third parties acting on_vour behalf, as well as you, must

comply.

Have you directly or indirectly requested the pledge of any member of the General
Assembly as to your election for the position for which you are being screened or have you
been offered a conditional pledge of support by any legislator pending the outcome of your
screening? Have you received the assurance of any public official or public employee that
they will seek the pledge of any member of the General Assembly as to your election for the
position for which you are being screened? If so, give details.

No.

Have you requested any third parties to contact members of the General Assembly on your
behalf before the final and formal screening report has been released? Describe the
campaigning you have done for this election and include a list of those individuals you have
asked to campaign on your behalf and, to the best of your knowledge, those who have
campaigned for you on their own initiative.

a. No, I have not requested any third parties to contact members of the General Assembly
on my behalf before the final and formal screening report has been released.

b. I have asked no one to campaign on my behalf.

c. There is no one whom I know that has campaigned on my behalf.

Are you familiar with the 48-hour rule, which prohibits a candidate from seeking pledges
until after the draft report becomes final, which occurs on the day and time specified on the
Commission’s published screening schedule?

Yes.

Since submitting your letter of intent tc become a candidate, have you or has anyone acting
on your behalf contacted any member of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission about
your candidacy or intention to become a candidate? If so, give details.

No.

List the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of five (5) persons from whom you are
providing references.  Also, provide the Commission with original letters of
recommendation from each person listed herein, including their signature (preferably in
blue ink). The Commission will not accept a photocopy or electronic submission of a

letter of recommendation and failure to include all five (S) original letters of
recommendation in your packet when you submit it will render your packet
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56.

incomplete. Please do not have references mail your reference letters to the Commission
directly. You must return the five (5) original letters of recommendation to the

Commission with your application packet.

(a) Kristy Danford
Project Director
Charleston County Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
3831 Leeds Avenue
North Charleston, South Carolina 29405
843.529.7307

(b) Dr. Elizabeth B. Fiynn, Pharm.D.
243 Ashley Avenue
Charleston, South Carolina 29403
843.568.1463

(©) O. Grady Query, Esquire
The Wappoo Centre
147 Wappoo Creek Drive
Suite 202
Charleston, South Carolina 29412
843.795.9500

(d) Paul R. Thurmond, Esquire
15 Middle Atlantic Wharf
Suite 101
Charleston, South Carolina 29401
843.937.8000

(e) Geiza Vargas-Vargas, Esquire
Liberty Center
151 Meeting Street
Suite 600
Charleston, South Carolina 29401
843.534.4313

Are you active on or a member of a social media or Internet site or have you, to your
knowledge, been featured or depicted on a sccial media or Internet site, such as,
Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, etc.? If so, how would your use of social media or other
similar types of Internet sites be affected if you were serving in a judicial capacity?

a. Yes, I am active on social media to include, Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat,
LinkedIn, and Twitter.

b. 1 am mindful of my interactions on social media. The National Judicial College
suggests that judges remain connected to social media, but in a limited way. Many
judges in South Carolina are active on social media.
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57.

58.

c. I do not use social media for any other purpose other than to communicate with
family and friends. I may be connected with attorneys and other judges on social
media, but I do not post information about my position. I do not discuss my work on
social media. Other than being listed as a working of the South Carolina Judicial
Department on Facebook, there is no reference to my work.

d. I am aware that people often post pictures of their children with me after adoption
proceedings. To my knowledge, I am not tagged in those photographs, but I am
featured prominently in those photographs. 1 am aware that this happens to many
Family Court Judges, as this is a momentous event which people often share.

List all civic, charitable, educational, social, and fraternal organizations of which you are or
have been a member during the past five years and include any offices held in such a group,
any professional honors, awards, or other forms of recognition received and not listed
elsewhere.

James L. Petigru Inn of Court 2009-present

James L. Petigru Inn of Court, Inn Secretary, 2009-2015

James L. Petigru Inn of Court Outstanding Service Award 2015

The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, Member 2014-present
Lawyer’s Committee on Children’s Rights 2010-2016

Special Olympics Volunteer 2004, 2013

YES Carolina Volunteer 2013

@ ao o

Provide any other information that may reflect positively or negatively on your candidacy,
or which you believe should be disclosed in connection with consideration of you for
nomination for the position you seek. This information may include how your life
experiences have affected or influenced the kind or type of judge you have been or plan to
be.

As a child of immigrant parents, I understood early on how fortunate 1 was to live in
America. I was raised in a blue collar neighborhood, right outside of Washington, D.C. In
my work prior to law school, I saw the challenges to our freedom from a unique position
within government. It was a catalyst for me. It gave me a greater appreciation for our
American heritage, and the deeply imbedded legal principles which are a essential to our
democracy.

There are no words that I can use to describe how grateful I am to have been able to have the
opportunities in my life to learn, grow, and serve my country. Service requires energy,
patience, commitment, knowledge, and compassion. As a lawyer, I worked hard to bring
these values to the profession of law. But, I felt a stronger calling to serve my state several
years ago. Following that calling I ran for the Family Court.

Development as a judge requires a continued commitment to service, and dedication to
education and professional development. For over two years, | have had the opportunity to
learn and work with other judges, and judicial organizations that have taught me the value of
leadership on the bench. I continue to be honored and grateful for the opportunity to serve as
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a judge in South Carolina. The opportunity to serve on the Circuit Court would allow me to
use the skills I have learned in private practice, and on the bench from day one.

YOUR SIGNATURE WILL BE HELD TO CONSTITUTE A WAIVER OF THE
CONFIDENTIALITY OF ANY PROCEEDING BEFORE A GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE OR
ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING YOUR CREDIT.

[HEREBY CERTIFY THAT MY ANSWERS ARE TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF
MY KNOWLEDGE.

Signature:

Sworn to before me this day of , 2018.

(Notary Signature)

(Notary Printed Name)
Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires:
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JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION
Sworn Statement to be included in Transcript of Public Hearings

Circuit Court
(New Candidate)

Full Name: Michéle Patrao Forsythe
Business Address: Charleston County Judicial Center
100 Broad Street
Suite 256
Charleston, South Carolina 29401
Business Telephone: 843-958-4439
1. Why do you want to serve as a Circuit Court judge?

As a first generation American, | was taught to serve and give back to
my country and state in every way | can; in order to earn the privilege of
being here and being free. As my family well knows, not every country
is free. Not every country has equal justice under the law.

As a Family Court judge, | have had the opportunity to touch the lives of
many people. | always pray that my service and work is meaningful —
and advances the integrity of the law.

A desire to serve on the Circuit Court follows my continued
commitment; to serve my community and earn the gift of being here. It
would allow me to use the skills and knowledge | learned in private
practice, as well as the skills | have learned as a Family Court Judge. It
is always my goal hope that litigants and lawyers have a meaningful
experience in my court; that they are given the opportunity te be heard,
are treated with respect and dignity. All of those moments are integral
to successful service on the Circuit Court.

2. Do you plan to serve your full term if elected?
Yes.
3. Do you have any plans to return to private practice one day?
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No.

4, Have you met the Constitutional requirements for this position regarding
age, residence, and years of practice?

Yes.

5. What is your philosophy regarding ex parte communications? Are there
circumstances under which you couid envision ex parte communications
being tolerated?

The Code of Judicial Conduct makes clear that ex parte communications
should be discouraged. Even when scheduling matters, all parties
should be included in the communications, lest there be some
appearance of impropriety or impartiality.

6. What is your philosophy on recusal, especially in situations in which
lawyer-legislators, former associates, or law partners are to appear
before you?

The Code of Judicial Conduct delineates the appropriate method for
recusal. | follow Canon 3 E’s procedure for recusal. The key is whether
a judge’s impartiality might reasonably be questioned. | have never had
an experience where | have had to recuse myself when lawyer-
legislators appear before me. Bias or partiality, would undermine the
legal system, entirely. | have always known lawyer-legislators to expect
judges to do the work fairly and impartially.

7. If you disclosed something that had the appearance of bias, but you
believed it would not actually prejudice your impartiality, what deference
would you give a party that requested your recusal? Would you grant
such a motion?

| believe Canon 3E (1) makes clear that a judge should disqualify himself
or herself in a proceeding in which the judge’s impartiality might
reasonably be questioned.

This issue was recently raised by a litigant who asked me to recuse
myself because | had a close relationship with a witness who was

involved in the case. | was not aware of the situation or the
connection. However, it is the litigant’s perception that matters, not my
own.
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It is not my determination as to whether | can be impartial; rather, it is
whether my impartiality might reasonably be questioned. Because of the
appearance of impartiality, | recused myself from the case. This is a
practice, which must be done carefully and appropriate on the record, to
protect the integrity of the proceeding.

8. How would you handle the appearance of impropriety because of the
financial or social involvement of your spouse or a close relative?

My family has learned that the Rules of Judicial Conduct apply to them
as well in certain circumstances. The financiai or social involvement of
my spouse or close relative would preclude my ability to hear a matter.

9. What standards would you set for yourself regarding the acceptance of
gifts or social hospitality?

It is best to limit social hospitality and gifts to avoid the appearance of
bias.

10. How would you handle a situation in which you became aware of
misconduct or appearance of infirmity of a lawyer or of a fellow judge?

The Code of Judicial Conduct Canon 3D contemplates situations in
which a Judge must report misconduct, or situations in which a Judge
can use his or her personal judgment to determine whether he or she
should use “appropriate action.” Appropriate action can include direct
communication with the judge or lawyer, or reporting a violation. | have
in the past reported a lawyer who committed a fraud upon the court.
The lawyer was reprimanded. | have also taken the opportunity to
speak with lawyers, privately if | believe assistance for their health or
emotional well-being is important.

11. Are you a member of any organization or association that, by policy or
practice, prohibits or limits its membership on the basis of race, sex,
religion, or national origin? If so, please identify the entity and explain
if this organization practices invidious discrimination on any basis.

No.
12. Have you engaged in any fund-raising activities with any political, social,

community, or religious organizations? Please describe.

No.
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13. Do you have any business activities that you would envision remaining
involved with if elected to the bench?

No.

14. If elected, how would you handle the drafting of orders?

As a Family Court judge, there are times where | direct an attorney to
prepare an order when i have ruied from the bench, or in accordance
with my written instructions, which are sent to all counsel of record.
This allows the attorneys to object to certain language, if they believe it
is appropriate. They submit their objections in writing. | continue to
believe this is an efficient method for preparing orders. There are times
when | prepare my own orders. | make time during the week to sit and
write these orders. | do not like to delay in writing orders. The quicker
a judge begins writing, the more likely the he or she will consider all the
circumstances.

15. If elected, what methods would you use to ensure that you and your
staff meet deadlines?

Calendaring deadlines is critical. | along with my Administrative
Assistant meet regularly to stay on top of deadlines.

16. What is your philosophy on “judicial activism,” and what effect should
judges have in setting or promoting public policy?

| continue to hold the position that a member of the judiciary must at all
times remain impartial. There are three branches of government, each of
which has its special duties regarding administration of law. Each
branch serves as a check and a balance. Laws are made by the people
and for the people. | do not believe that a member of the judiciary
should set public policy.

17. Canon 4 allows a judge to engage in activities to improve the law, legal
system, and administration of justice. If elected, what activities do you
pian to undertake to further this improvement of the legai system?

As a judge, | have learned of the effectiveness of serving as a convener
to bring system stakeholders to the table and work through challenges
in the legal system. As a judge it is critical to take a role of leadership
and encourage action and ability to solve problems.

| have also found that educating communities about the legal system is
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powerful. Many people in our communities do not understand the legal
system. There are many times where my opportunity to impart
information about cour system is the first time people have had a positive
encounter with a person in the legal system. Under Canon 4, judicial
activities that educate the community and streamline administration
processes are important, and | would continue to work in those areas if
elected to the Circuit Court.

18. Do you feel that the pressure of serving as a judge would strain personal
relationships (i.e. spouse, children, friends, or relatives)? How would
you address this?

My family is supportive and committed to service. | have been blessed
to have friends and relative who are supportive, grounding, and give me
balance in my life. | do not believe that the pressure of serving would
strain my relationships, as long as | always remain grounded.

19. The following list contains five categories of offenders that would
perhaps regularly appear in your court. Discuss your philosophy on
sentencing for these classes of offenders.

a. Repeat offenders:
Sentencing is not a one size fits ali approach. A judge must look
at the law. Sometimes, there are mandatory minimums;
sometimes a judge has discretion in sentencing within a range. A
judge has consider all of the facts and circumstances of the case,
and apply the law.

b. Juveniles (that have been waived to the Circuit Court):

Even though a juvenile would be in the Court of General Sessions,
the United States Supreme Court has made it clear that courts
must examine juveniles in a different manner than adults. There
are special considerations for juveniles which do not apply to
adults. | would apply the law as delineated by the legislature, our
appellate courts, the Constitution of our state and the United
States, and the United States Supreme Court.

c. White collar criminals:

Although white collar offenders do not have the stigma of
vioience generally, the crimes can be just as devastating to the
community. Often white collar criminals take the hard earned
money of South Carolinians. Most often, that money is never
seen again and a victim is left with a loss that can never be
replaced. A judge must give due consideration to those
circumstances and apply the law in accordance with the facts
presented.
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Defendants with a socially and/or economically disadvantaged
backgrounds:

Defendants with socially or economically disadvantaged
backgrounds are entitled to equal justice under the law. There are
times where mitigation evidence may be appropriate for a judge’s
consideration. A judge must always consider all the factors
available to him or her in order to make a careful and appropriate
ruling.

Eideriy defendants or those with some infirmity:

Defendants in these positions, may require additional support,
through the appointment of a Guardian ad Litem, before they
come before the Court for sentencing. Because there may be
Constitutional concerns with competency or other issues, it is
always best to follow the appropriate guidelines and procedures
that promote fairness and transparency during a proceeding.

Are you involved in any active investments from which you derive
additional income that might impair your appearance of impartiality?

No.

Would you hear a case where you or a member of your family held a de
minimis financial interest in a party involved?

No.

Do you belong to any organizations that discriminate based on race,
religion, or gender?

No.

Have you met the mandatory minimum hours requirement for continuing
legal education courses for the past reporting period?

Yes.

What do you feel is the appropriate demeanor for a judge and when do
these rules apply?
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A judge should be respectful, and engaging. A judge sets the tone for
demeanor in the courtroom. A judge should be appropriate in public
settings. As a leader, a judge needs to engage and educate; and also
make the time to learn from friends, members of the community,
lawyers, and other judges. Humility is key to remaining grounded, open,
and understanding to others.

People that come before a judge are generally there at a crisis point.
Most often they are fearful, anxious, or in some cases angry.
Controliing a court room does not mean demanding obedience. i believe
that the judge sets a standard for courtesy and integrity. But grace and
kindness are necessary too.

Do you feel that it is ever appropriate to be angry with a member of the
public, especially with a criminal defendant? Is anger ever appropriate in
dealing with attorneys or pro se litigants?

It is never appropriate to be angry or disrespectful to anyone. | continue
to believe that anger and demeaning conduct on the bench undermines
the integrity of those who serve the bench. All litigants are entitled to
fair and impartial hearings and trials. A judge must make carefui
determinations with humility, grace, and patience. Anything less would
impair the integrity of any decision made by a judge.

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ANSWERS TO THE ABOVE QUESTIONS ARE
TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.

Sworn to before me this day of , 2018.

(Signature)

(Print Name)
Notary Public for South Carolina

My Commission Expires:
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JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION i i 6

PERSONAL DATA QUESTIONNAIRE

Court, Position, and Seat # for which you are applying: Ninth Circuit Judge, Seat 2

1. Name: The Honorable William Stephen Harris Jr

Name that you are known by if different from above
Stephen
Are you currently serving in some capacity as a judge?

Yes, James [sland Magistrate

Home Address: RN

Business Address: 180 Spring Street, Charleston, SC 29403 and 3202 Maybank Highway,
Johns Island, SC 29455

E-Mail Address: IR

Telephone Number:  (home):
(office): 8438148770

(ce!

2. Date of Birth: [l 1974
Place of Birth: Dallas, Texas

Social Security Number: [ | N

3. Are you a citizen of South Carolina? Yes
Have you been a resident of this state for at least the immediate past five years? Yes

4. SCDL# or SCHD#:
Voter Registration Number:
5. Have you served in the military? No If so, give the dates, branch of service, highest rank

attained, serial number (if applicable), present status, and the character of your discharge or
release. Please provide a copy of your DD214 concerning your discharge.

6. Family Status: In the space below, (a) state whether you are single, married, widowed,
divorced, or separated; (b) if married, state the date of your marriage and your spouse’s full
name; (c) if you have ever been divorced or are in the process of obtaining a divorce, state





10.

the date, name of the moving party, court, and grounds; and (d) state the names of your

children and their ages. If your children are old enough to work, include the occupation of
each child.

Married on November 1, 2008 to Mariaret C. Sﬁillinier. Never divorced. Two children,

List each college and law school you attended, including the dates of your attendance, the
degrees you received, and if you left an institution without receiving a degree, the reason for
your departure.

(a) The University of Mississippi, attended from August 1992 until December 1996.
Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts.

(b) The University of Mississippi School of Law, attended from August 2002 until May
2005. Graduated with a Juris Doctor.

List the significant activities in which you took part during your attendance at law school.
Give the years you were involved in these activities and list any leadership positions you
held.

List the states in which you have been admitted to practice law and the year of each
admission. Also list any states in which you took the bar exam but were never admitted to
the practice of law. Please indicate the number of times you took the exam in each state.

(a) Admitted to practice law in South Carolina in October 2005. Passed the South Carolina
bar taking it only once.

Describe chronologically, since graduation from law school, your legal experience. Please
include a list of all positions held in which you worked in a legal capacity. Describe the
general character of your practice and divide it into pertods with dates if its character has
changed over the years. Please also describe the extent to which you were involved with the
administrative and financial management of each of these entities, including management of
trust accounts.

2005-2008. Began working in the Charleston County Public Defenders office as a clerk after
taking the July Bar exam in 2005. Worked as an assistant public defender for the Ninth
Circuit until leaving in July 2008.

2008-2010 Opened the Law Office of Stephen Harris in July 2008 as a solo practice.
Managed any and all aspects of marketing, administrative, financial management and trust
account management. Employed one staff member who took on the role of paralegal/office
assistant. Handled cases ranging from traffic tickets to murder on the criminal side and did
all types of personal injury cases on the civil side.

2010-Present. Partnered with Theodore Huge, formerly of Motley Rice, in 2010. We
opened Harris and Huge LLC with our first office at 218 King Street in downtown
Charleston. We focus on civil litigation, corporate litigation, criminal defense and
trademark work. I am CEO and Equity partner. We moved our location to 180 Spring
Street in Charleston in 2012 and opened a second office at 3202 Maybank Highway in Johns
Island in 2016. I have and continue to be involved in hiring, employee management,
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marketing, payroll, trust accounts, accounting, and general day to day management of the
firm’s business.

Justices/judges applying for re-election to their current position may omit Questions

11-17. If you are a judge seeking a judgeship different than your current position,
Questions 11-17 should be answered based on your experience prior to serving on the

bench.

Please answer the following:

(a)

(b

If you are a candidate for Family Court, please provide a brief written description of
your experience within each of the following Family Court practice areas: divorce
and equitable division of property, child custody, adoption, abuse and neglect, and
juvenile justice. Include information about cases you have handled in each of these
practice areas, or if you have not practiced in an area, describe how your background
and procedural knowledge has prepared you to preside over such matters as a Family
Court Judge. Please also indicate the frequency of your appearances before a Family
Court Judge within the past five years. 1 am not a candidate for Family Court.

If you are a candidate for Circuit Court, please provide a brief written description of
your experience in criminal matters, including any cases handled over the past five
years and inciude a brief description of the issues involved. Further, please provide
a brief written description of your experience in civil matters, including any cases
handled over the past five years and include a brief description of the types of
matters handled, issues involved, and procedural history. Please include information
such as the primary areas in civil court in which you practice, whether you represent
plaintiffs or defendants, or both. You may go back further than five years if you feel
it would assist the Commission with its assessment of your experience. If you lack
experience in an area, describe how your background and procedural knowledge has
prepared you to preside over such matters as a Circuit Court Judge, or how you
would compensate for your lack of experience in this area. Please also indicate the
frequency of your appearances before a Circuit Court Judge within the past five
years.

I began my career as a Public Defender. | personally carried a case load of wel! over
200 active cases at a time. [ was first chair on seven jury trials while a public
defender including but not limited to:

State v. Joseph Alston — CDVHAN — In this case, the client did not show up for
court and we were forced to go forward with a trial in absentia. We presented our
case and the jury returned a not guilty verdict.

State v. Lapatrick Gibson — Burg 1% and Escape — We argued and were successful in
getting an acquittal on the Burglary 1% Charge.

As a lawyer in private practice, | have handled many criminal cases from Magistrate
DUI cases to Murder cases in General Sessions. I have been hired on numerous
occasions by other firms to help as a “trial lawyer” because of my depth of





12.

13.

14.

(©)

(d)

experience in the field. One such case was State v. Ethan Mack. This was a high
profile case documented by NBC’s Dateline. I helped work and prepare the case for
months, cross examined key witnesses and provided the closing arguments which
led to a hung jury on the murder charge. I was also first chair in State v. Jerome
Campbell which was a murder case. It eventually ended in a guilty verdict.

In private practice I have also handled many civil cases. I was first chair on a bench
trial in Greenwood (Atkins v. Hooker). The case was heard in front of The
Honorable Frank Addy Jr., and the plaintiff was awarded $342000.

Our firm is also handling numerous cases in the Virgin Islands dealing with asbestos
and the Hess Qil Refinery (now knows as Hovensa).

I am also currently co-counsel on more than a dozen personal injury cases ranging
from car accidents to premise liability caes.

If you are a candidate for Master-In-Equity, please provide a brief written
description of your experience in the Master’s court, including any cases handled
over the past five years and include a brief description of the issues involved. Please
include the frequency of your appearances before a Master-In-Equity or a Circuit
Court Judge within the past five years.

If you are a candidate for Administrative Law Court, please provide a brief written
description of your experience before an Administrative Law Judge, including any
issues discussed and the frequency of your appearances before the Administrative
Law or Circuit Court within the past five years.

What was the frequency of your court appearances during the past five years or in the five
years prior to your election to the bench?

(2)
(b)

federal: 5 cases a year
state: Approximately 8 General Session and 50 magistrate level cases per year.

What percentage of your practice involved civil, criminal, domestic, and other matters
during the past five years or in the five years prior tc your election to the bench?

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

civil: 30%

criminal: 65%

domestic:

other: 5% (trademark, wills, etc)

What percentage of your practice in trial court during the past five years or in the five years
prior to your election to the bench involved matters that went to a jury, including those that
settled prior to trial?

(2)
(b)

jury: 15%
non-jury: 85%
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16.

17.

18.

Did you most often serve as sole counsel, chief counsel, or associate counsel in these
matters? Chief Counsel

List five of the most significant litigated matters you have personally handled in either trial
or appellate court or before a state or federal agency. Give citations if the cases were
reported and describe why these matters were significant.

(a) Atkins v. Hooker — Greenwood, SC. Twenty-nine plaintiffs sued a developer who
purchased the golf course that was part of their community. . The developer used the
money for personal expenses and to pay off personal debt. I successfully argued that his
actions were intentional and beyond simply reckless. Judge Addy ruled in our favor and
awarded over $340000 plus costs. This was significant because it was a non-jury trial in
Circuit Court. It was my first trial in Common Pleas court as the Chief Counsel.

(b) State v. Ethan Mack — Charleston, SC. Client charged with Murder, forgery, and
obstruction of justice. The case was filmed by Dateline and I provided a forty-five minute
closing argument that most who attended the trial say led to a hung jury on the murder
charge.

(¢) United State v. Elizabeth Donnelly — US District Court — Charleston Division.
Successfully argued that my client not only had mental health issues that would excuse
some culpability, but she was truly unaware of the criminal conspiracy. This was significant
because she was facing a mandatory minimum sentence for her role in a conspiracy to
defraud federally financed institutions as part of a car title scam. I provided The Honorable
Judge Gergel with psychiatric evaluations and testimony to show she was not a “willing”
participant in the conspiracy. She was offered treatment and has become a much more
successful member of society.

(d)

©

List up to five civil appeals you have personally handled. Give the case name, the court, the
date of decision, and the citation if the case was reported.

(a)

(b)

©

(d)

(e)

List up to five criminal appeals you have personally handled. Give the case name, the court,
the date of decision and the citation if the case was reported.

(@)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Have you ever held judicial office? If so, list the periods of your service, the courts
involved, and whether you were elected or appointed. Describe the jurisdiction of each of
the courts and note any limitations on the jurisdiction of each court.





19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24.

25.

(a) Charleston County Magistrate, appointed April 2017. The jurisdiction is any criminal
case carrying less than 90 days or any civil case involving less than $7500. I also handle
claim and delivery, evictions, restraining orders, and notice to quit.

If the answer to question 18 is yes, describe or list five of your most significant orders or
opinions and give the citations if they were reported. Also list citations to any appellate
review of these orders or opinions.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e

List all courts in which you have been admitted to practice and list the dates of your
admission. Give the same information for administrative bodies that require a special
admission to practice.

(a) United States District Court - 2008
(b) United States Court of Appeals Fourth Circuit - 2008
(c) South Carolina Courts - 2005

Have you taught law-related courses or lectured at bar association conferences, educational
institutions, or continuing legal or judicial education programs? If so, briefly describe each
course or lecture.

(a) Charleston School of Law, Adjunct Professor — Created and taught a course in Criminal
Trial Practice. The course was a practical course in which the students would be assigned a
side (defense or prosecution) and be given discovery and facts. The lectures would focus on
the steps in a criminal trial. After each section (voir dire, opening statements, cross
examination, etc...) students would present as if they were in an actual courtroom.

Provide, as a separate attachment, your continuing legal or judicial education report from
the past five years.

List all published books and articles you have written and give citations and the dates of
publication for each. Not Applicable

Please furnish as a separate attachment, two examples of legal articles, briefs, orders, or
other legal writings for which you can claim sole or primary authorship. If you cannot claim
sole authorship, please explain the extent to which you are the primary author, to include a
description of the other authors and their contributions. The writing samples are for the
Commission’s use only and will not be published. (If you are a judge and are not seeking a
different type of judgeship, this question is inapplicable.)

What is your rating or membership status, if any, by any legal rating organization, such as,
Best Lawyers, Chambers, Legal 500, Martindale-Hubbell, Who’s Who Legal, Super






26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

Lawyers, Million Dollar Advocates Forum, etc.? If you are currently a member of the
judiciary, list your last available rating, if any.

List all bar associations and professional organizations of which you are a member and give
the titles and dates of any offices you have held in such groups.

(a) Charleston Bar Association

(b) Young Lawyer’s Division

(c) South Carolina Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers

(d) National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers

Have you ever held public office other than judicial office? If so, list the periods of your
service, the office or offices involved, and whether you were elected or appointed. Also,
state whether or not you have timely filed your report with the State Ethics Commission
during the period you held public office. If not, were you ever subject to a penalty? If so,
give details, including dates. No

For sitting or former judges, list all employment you had while serving as a judge (whether
full-time or part-time, contractual or at will, consulting or otherwise) other than elected
judicial office. Specify your dates of employment, employer, major job responsibilities, and
supervisor.

(a) Harris and Huge LLC — Partner. [ am a part time magistrate and during the last year
have also been a partner and CEO of my law firm.

Have you ever been an unsuccessful candidate for elective, judicial, or other public office?
If so, give details, including dates. No.

Have you ever been engaged in any occupation, business, or profession other than the
practice of law, teaching of law, or holding judicial or other public office? If so, give
details, including a description of your occupation, business, or profession, the dates of your
employment, and the name of your business or employer.

(a) I worked in Los Angeles, CA in the telecommunications and internet industry from
1967 until 2003. This was during the “dot com™ boom and most if not all of the
companies have either been acquired by a larger company or no longer exist. Two
companies I worked for, Intermedia and Worldcom were purchased by Sprint.

(b) 1996- Nissan Motor Corporation Corporate. Consumer Affairs Specialist.

Are you now an officer or director or involved in the management of any business
enterprise? Explain the nature of the business, your duties, and the term of your service.

Are you now or have you ever been employed as a “lobbyist,” as defined by S.C. Code § 2-
17-10(13), or have you acted in the capacity of a “lobbyist’s principal,” as defined by S.C.
Code § 2-17-10(14)? If so, give the dates of your employment or activity in such capacity
and specify by whom you were directed or employed. No.
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Provide, as a separate attachment, a complete, current financial net worth statement that

itemizes in detail:

(a) the identity and value of all financial assets held, directly or indirectly, including, but
not limited to, bank accounts, real estate, securities, trusts, investments, and other
financial holdings; and

(b)  the identity and amount of each liability owed, directly or indirectly, which is in
excess of $1,000, including, but not limited to, debts, mortgages, loans, and other
financial obligations.

(A net worth statement form is provided with this questionnaire and you must use this
format for submission of your financial statement.)

NOTE: The Commission may require written confirmation that financial obligations have
been satisfied or that the parties have agreed upon a payment schedule.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

Has a tax lien or other collection procedure ever been instituted against you by federal, state,
or local authorities? Have you ever defaulted on a student loan? Have you ever filed for
bankruptcy? If so, give details. No

Since filing with the Commission your letter of intent to run for judicial office, have you
accepted lodging, transportation, entertainment, food, meals, beverages, money, or any other
thing of value as defined by S.C. Code § 2-17-10(1) from a lobbyist or lobbyist’s principal?
If so, please specify the item or items you received, the date of receipt, and the lobbyist or
lobbyist’s principal involved. No

Itemize (by amount, type, and date) all expenditures, other than those for travel and room
and board, made by you, or on your behalf in furtherance of your candidacy for the position
you seek. If you have spent over $100, have you reported your expenditures to the House
and Senate Ethics Committees? None

List the recipient and amount of all contributions made by you, a member of your immediate
family, or by a business with whom you are associated, to members of the General
Assembly within the past four years.

(a) Peter McCoy - $1000 (My law partner paid)

(b) Sandy Senn - $1000

(c) Leon Stavrinakas - $500 (for his mayoral campaign)

Have you or has anyone acting on your behalf solicited or collected funds to aid in the
promotion of your candidacy? If so, please specify the amount, solicitor, donor, and date of
the solicitation. No

Describe any financial arrangements or business relationships you have, or have had in the
past, that could constitute or result in a possible conflict of interest in the position you seek
or currently hold. Explain how you would resolve any potential conflict of interest. None
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41.

42.

44,

Describe any interest you or a member of your immediate family has in real property:

@ in which there is a potential conflict of interest with your involvement in a South
Carolina state or local public agency;

(b) in which there have been public improvements of $200 or that adjoins property in
which there have been public improvements of $200; or

(c) which was sold, leased, or rented to a state or local public agency in South Carolina.

The sidewalks and a fence were replaced near my property at 180 Spring Street in
Charleston. I do not know the cost or if that qualifies as an improvement as there
was a sidewalk there before.

List the interest you hold and the value and location of the property. Identify as applicable

the:

(a) nature of any potential conflict of interest;

® nature and value of any public improvements; and

© South Carolina state or local public agency which purchased or is leasing or renting
such property.

Attach a copy of any contract or agreement.

Identify any personal property interest you or a member of your immediate family sold,
leased, or rented to a South Carolina state or local public agency. Identify the property, its
amount or value, and the name of the agency. Attach a copy of any contract or agreement.

No

For sitting judges, if you currently hold an interest in stock or other securities or have held
such an interest, list each stock you currently own or owned during the prior calendar year.
If you prefer, you may attach broker or account records containing the requested
information instead of listing it here.

No

For sitting judges, have you ever accepted anything of value from an attorney or litigant in a
matter currently or previously before you or your court? If so, please give the details,
including the name of the attorney or litigant and the thing of value you received.

No

For sitting judges, have you used the services of your staff, for which you did not pay, while
campaigning for this office?

No





45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

Have you ever been arrested, charged, or held by federal, state, or other law enforcement
authorities for violation or for suspicion of violation of any federal law or regulation, state
law or regulation, or county or municipal law, regulation, or ordinance, or any other law,
including another country’s law? If so, give details but do not include traffic violations
which are subject to a penalty of $125 or less. You must include any and all arrests,
including, but not limited to, offenses for driving under the influence or similar traffic
offenses. Include all arrests that resulted in expungement, which will be redacted. If you
have questions regarding whether to include an offense, please contact the Commission.

[All answers have been received and considered by the Commission, and as noted above,
any expunged matters are redacted from the record.]

Have you, to your knowledge, ever been under federal, state, or local investigation for
possible violation of a criminal statute? If yes, explain. No.

Have you ever been sued by a client? Have you ever been a named party (personally or
professionally) in or had a pecuniary interest in any civil or criminal proceedings? If so,
give details, including, but not limited to, dates, and resolutions. No

If you are in private practice, are you covered by malpractice insurance and, if so, how
long have you carried malpractice insurance? If applicable, have you ever been covered
by a tail policy? If so, please explain when you were covered by a tail policy. Also, if
applicable, indicate your coverage and deductible for your current malpractice policy.

Yes. I have had malpractice insurance since opening my first practice in 2008.

Have you ever, in South Carolina or any other jurisdiction, as a lawyer, judge, or other
professional, been sanctioned or disciplined for lawyer, judicial, or other professional
misconduct or has any jurisdiction found that you committed any misconduct? If so, give
the details and describe any final disposition. Include any and all confidential and public
sanction, discipline, or finding of misconduct of any kind.

[Yes and no responses are redacted for all candidates unless there is a public discipline.]

Have you ever been investigated by the Department of Social Services? If so, give the
details and the resolution. Has your name ever been enrolled on the Central Registry of
Child Abuse and Neglect? If so, give the details.

No.

Note: The flash drive with your application materials contains (1) Section 2-19-70(c):
(2) JMSC Rule 24, and (3) informal opinions and letters concerning pledging
prohibitions, with which third parties acting on vour behalf, as well as you, must

com
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51

52.

53.

54.

55.

Have you directly or indirectly requested the pledge of any member of the General
Assembly as to your election for the position for which you are being screened or have you
been offered a conditional pledge of support by any legislator pending the outcome of your
screening? Have you received the assurance of any public official or public employee that
they will seek the pledge of any member of the General Assembly as to your election for the
position for which you are being screened? If so, give details.

No

Have you requested any third parties to contact members of the General Assembly on your
behalf before the final and formal screening report has been released? Describe the
campaigning you have done for this election and include a list of those individuals you have
asked to campaign on your behalf and, to the best of your knowledge, those who have
campaigned for you on their own initiative.

No.

Are you familiar with the 48-hour rule, which prohibits a candidate from seeking pledges
until after the draft report becomes final, which occurs on the day and time specified on the
Commission’s published screening schedule?

Yes

Since submitting your letter of intent to become a candidate, have you or has anyone acting
on your behalf contacted any member of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission about
your candidacy or intention to become a candidate? If so, give details.

No.

List the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of five (5) persons from whom you are
providing references.  Also, provide the Commission with original letters of
recommendation from each person listed herein, including their signature (preferably in
blue ink). The Commission will not accept 2 photocopy or electrenic submission of a

letter of recommendatior and failure to_include all five (5) original letters of

recommendation in vour packet when vou submit it will render your packet
incomplete. Please do not have references mail your reference letters to the Commission

directly. You must return the five (3) original letters of recommendation to the
Commission with your application packet.
(a) Francis X. McCann

40 Calhoun Street, Suite 420

Charleston, SC 29401

843-577-3554

(b) Francie Austin
Attorney for the City of North Charleston
79 Chadwick Drive

11
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57.

Charleston, SC 29407
843-813-0962

() Ashley Pennington
Ninth Circuit Public Defender
101 Meeting Street, 4™ Floor
Charleston, SC 29401
843-958-1850

(d) Theodore Huge
Law Partner
180 Spring Street
Charleston, SC 29403
843-834-4734

(e) Phillip Broadhead
Law Professor, University of Mississippi
481 Chucky Muliins Drive
PO Box 1848
University, MS 28677
662-915-5560

Are you active on or a member of a social media or Internet site or have you, to your
knowledge, been featured or depicted on a social media or Internet site, such as,
Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, etc.? If so, how would your use of social media or other
similar types of Internet sites be affected if you were serving in a judicial capacity?

I have a Facebook personal and business account. The business account would be shut
down, and the personal would be terminated or set to fully private if [ were elected and
serving in a judicial capacity. My Instagram account is shared with family and friends as
a vehicle to share family photos. It is set to private and would not be affected by serving
in a judicial capacity. I previously had a Twitter and Linkedin account, but both were
used for driving business and neither has been used actively for years. 1 contacted
Twitter about closing the account, but it is tied to an email address I no longer own. It
will hopefully be shut down shortly.

List all civic, charitable, educational,-social, and fraternal organizations of which you are or
have been a member during the past five years and include any offices held in such a group,
any professional honors, awards, or other forms of recognition received and not listed
elsewhere.

(a) Johns Island Community Association (Co-Founder and former Chairman)

(b)

()
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38.

Provide any other information that may reflect positively or negatively on your candidacy,
or which you believe should be disclosed in connection with consideration of you for
nomination for the position you seek. This information may include how your life
experiences have affected or influenced the kind or type of judge you have been or plan to
be.

I attended law school after living in Los Angeles, CA for almost six years. | was in sales
and became a very good outside salesperson. Spending time in a profession other than law,
especially in an “eat what you kill” sales environment, taught me the meaning of hard work
and perseverance. Spending time out of my comfort zone in a city as large as Los Angeles
also taught me the importance of patience and understanding. Living with 12.5 million
people of all occupations, lifestyles, and cultures taught me to understand and have empathy
with people who may have a different view than I do. Being a judge requires patience,
understanding and empathy at times. Interfacing with thousands of different people and
navigating the business world in the second largest city in the United States taught me a lot
about those important factors.
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YOUR SIGNATURE WILL BE HELD TO CONSTITUTE A WAIVER OF THE
CONFIDENTIALITY OF ANY PROCEEDING BEFORE A GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE OR
ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING YOUR CREDIT.

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT MY ANSWERS ARE TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF
MY KNOWLEDGE.

Signature:

Sworn to before me this day of ,2018.

(Notary Signature)

(Notary Printed Name)
Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires:
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/1415
JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTIOCN COMMISSION i
Sworn Statement to be included in Transcript of Public Hearings |

Circuit Court
(New Candidate)

Full Name: The Honorable W. Stephen Harris Jr.
Business Address: 180 Spring Street, Charleston, SC 29403

Business Telephone: 843-276-5830

1. Why do you want to serve as a Circuit Court judge?

Since | was a teenager, | have been fascinated with our court system,
specifically our civil and criminal courts. After working for six years
outside of the legal system, | followed my dream and attended law
school. During school, | grew more and more interested in trial courts
and becoming an active part of the court system. As a Public
Defender, a private practice attorney, and a judge, | have seen and
understand the inner workings of our judicial system and know that |
want to play a greater role in making this the best judicial system in
the country.

2. Do you plan to serve your full term if elected?
Absolutely
3. Do you have any plans to return to private practice one day?
No.
4, Have you met the Constitutional requirements for this position regarding

age, residence, and years of practice?

Yes

5. What is your philosophy regarding ex parte communications? Are there
circumstances under which you could envision ex parte communications
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being tolerated?

Ex Parte communications will not be tolerated or considered. There may
be rare exceptions such as scheduling, which will obviously be
disclosed, but ex parte communications can only cause appealable
issue, possible mistrials, and other problems that would siow our judicial
system.

6. What is your philosophy on recusal, especially in situations in which
lawyer-legislators, former associates, or law partners are to appear
before you?

My philosophy on recusal is to first notify all parties of any and all
potential conflicts of interest. | would then find out if the parties,
knowingly advised of the potential conflict, would like to move forward
or have me recuse myself. In certain situations, | would automatically
recuse myself from a case, but it would be on a case-by-case basis.

7. If you disclosed something that had the appearance of bias, but you
believed it would not actually prejudice your impartiality, what deference
would you give a party that requested your recusal? Would you grant
such a motion?

As a judge, | have always erred on the side of ultimate transparency and
fairness. Unless a motion to recuse is truly frivolous, | would probably
grant the motion to avoid the appearance of bias and to avoid creating
issues that cause a near automatic appeal.

8. How would you handle the appearance of impropriety because of the
financial or social involvement of your spouse or a close relative?

If my spouse or close relative was involved financially in a case before
me, | would disclose the fact and recuse myseif. It would depend on
the social involvement, but | am always going to err on the side of
caution when it comes to the appearance of impropriety.

9l What standards would you set for yourself regarding the acceptance of
gifts or social hospitality?

Gifts and social hospitality are not proper for a sitting judge from anyone
but his or her family. Again, | will always avoid the appearance of
impropriety.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

How would you handle a situation in which you became aware of
misconduct or appearance of infirmity of a lawyer or of a fellow judge?

If information were given to me that a possible violation or appearance
of a violation of conduct by an attorney had occurred, | would take
appropriate action. Addressing the allegation with the lawyer and if
necessary reporting this to the proper authority agency or body. If |
have actual knowledge of the misconduct, | am bound to report it to the
proper authority. This would hold the same for a fellow judge who had
violated one of the Canons. This is based on information from ancther
party given to me versus actual knowledge. In the later case, it is my
duty to report the Judge to proper authority.

Are you a member of any organization or association that, by policy or
practice, prohibits or limits its membership on the basis of race, sex,
religion, or national origin? If so, please identify the entity and explain
if this organization practices invidious discrimination on any basis.

No.

Have you engaged in any fund-raising activities with any political, social,
community, or religious organizations? Please describe.

No

Do you have any business activities that you would envision remaining
involved with if elected to the bench?

No
If elected, how would you handle the drafting of orders?
| prefer to draft my own orders. |If a party would like to submit a

proposed order to the court, | will consider the order and draft the final
version for the record.

If elected, what methods would you use to ensure that you and your
staff meet deadiines?
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| am habitually early for everything. Missing a deadline is unacceptable.
In my practice and on the bench currently my staff understands the
importance of being prompt and on time for any deadline or proposed
dates for any filings. Methods | currently use and would continue to use
are making it abundantly clear to the staff to default to being early on all
deadlines. If you are early, and something needs to be changed or
edited, you can do it before the deadline and then there is no need to
beg forgiveness from other parties or the court.

16. What is your philosophy on “judicial activism,” and what effect should
judges have in setting or promoting public policy?

A judge’s duty is to decide cases based on the law as it stands at that
point. A Circuit Court Judge has discretion on length of sentence, fine,
or probation. Our Supreme Court and our Legislative body determine
the laws. It is not a Circuit Court Judge's job to amend or interpret
differently those laws because he or she may not agree with them. |
am not running for Circuit Judge to change the law, | am running to
faithfully maintain and respect the law.

17. Canon 4 allows a judge to engage in activities to improve the law, legal
system, and administration of justice. If elected, what activities do you
plan to undertake to further this improvement of the legal system?

| will speak if invited at CLE and other conferences regarding
advancement and changes in our legal system. | will happily field and
answer any questions and suggestions about our current court system.
An open dialogue with the local bar on case management, docketing
and judicial economy will be an important role | assume as a Circuit
Judge.

18. Do you feel that the pressure of serving as a judge would strain personal
relationships (i.e. spouse, children, friends, or relatives)? How would
you address this?

| do not believe it would strain my personal relationship with my spouse
or children. My spouse knows this is what | want to do for my career
and my children are the most important part of my life. They all know
that | may have to be away on occasion more often, but are also getting
to an age where they understand that | have to work and am doing
everything that | do for them. ! am truly not concerned about how my
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career affects my friends. |If it does, they probably were not a very
good friend anyway.

19. The following list contains five categories of offenders that would
perhaps regularly appear in your court. Discuss your philosophy on
sentencing for these classes of offenders.

a. Repeat offenders:

My philosophy on repeat offenders is that they have had their first
chance. | do however take them on a case-by-case basis. For example
a person with a problem with addiction or mental health who is a repeat
offender for the same non-violent drug charges will be viewed
differently than a person charged for the second or third time with drug
trafficking or domestic violence. | will also listen to mitigating factors
brought by the defendant or their attorney.

b. Juveniles (that have been waived to the Circuit Court):

Juveniles waived up are always tricky. | look at the family situation,
school attendance or lack of, drug and alcohol issues, and juvenile
history (if available). | also consider the severity of the charge and the
juvenile’s involvement (principal vs. accessory before or after the fact,
etc..). In the case of gun violence, murder, etc...| would take into
account the person’s age, but do not have a hard line on whether or not
to send a child to prison.

C. White collar criminals:

A white-collar defendant is treated just like anyone else. | take every
defendant on a case-by-case basis. The larger white-collar cases are
heard in Federal Court but as in all cases, | would consider the severity,
the economic loss, the victims, and the defendant’s role in the case.
Mitigation also plays a major role in sentencing.

d. Defendants with a socially and/or economically disadvantaged
background:

Defendants are taken on a case-by-case basis. | was a public defender
for years and have personally handled hundreds of cases involving this
type of defendant. That being said, | do not and will not sentence
someone differently than another defendant solely based on wealth or
lack thereof. For example, a person charged with theft of baby formula
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

or diapers for their child is sentenced differently than a person charged
with stealing a purse or car. This is a prime example of a way a person
with an economic disadvantage would be treated differently.

e. Elderly defendants or those with some infirmity:

It would depend on the situation. !f a person is too infirmed to go to a
regular prison or if it would be dangerous or too costly to house an
elderly or infirmed, | will always consider alternatives to a straight

sentence, including mental health court, drug court, and alternative
placements in facilities suited to handle such defendants.

Are you involved in any active investments from which you derive
additional income that might impair your appearance of impartiality?
No

Would you hear a case where you or a member of your family held a de
minimis financial interest in a party involved?

No

Do you belong to any organizations that discriminate based on race,
religion, or gender?

No

Have you met the mandatory minimum hours requirement for continuing
legal education courses for the past reporting period?

Yes

What do you feel is the appropriate demeanor for a judge and when do
these rules apply?

A judge should be patient, courteous, and dignified at all times.

Do you feel that it is ever appropriate to be angry with a member of the

public, especially with a criminal defendant? |s anger ever appropriate in
dealing with attorneys or pro se litigants?
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Anger has no place in the courtroom. No one can say that they never
get angry, but showing anger on the bench or getting angry with a party
in court is not ever appropriate.

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ANSWERS TO THE ABOVE QUESTIONS ARE
TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.

Sworn to before me this day of , 2018.

(Signature)

(Print Name)
Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires:
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:

JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION
PERSONAL DATA QUESTIONNAIRE

Court, Position, and Seat # for which vou are applying:

1.

Name: Honorable Bentley Price

Are you currently serving in some capacity as a judge? Yes
Chief Municipal Judge City of Folly Beach

Home Address: [

Business Address: 78 Ashley Pointe Dr., Suite 103, Charleston S.C. 29407

E-Mail Address: [N

Telephone Number:  (home):NA
(office):

(cell): NN
Date of Birth: || N 1976

Place of Birth: San Diego. California

Social Security Number: ||| | S NEIN

Are you a citizen of South Carolina? Yes
Have you been a resident of this state for at least the immediate past five years? Yes

SCDL# or SCHD#:

Voter Registration Number:

Have you served in the military? If so, give the dates, branch of service, highest rank
attained, serial number (if applicable), present status, and the character of your discharge or

release. Please provide a copy of your DD214 concerning your discharge.
No

Family Status: Married on October 24%, 2009 to Melissa Ann Price
Never Divorced, two children

List each college and law school you attended, including the dates of your attendance, the
degrees you received, and if you left an institution without receiving a degree, the reason for
your departure.

(a) Wofford College 1995-1999 Bachelor of Arts

(b) Stetson University College of Law 2000-2002 Juris Doctor





10.

List the significant activities in which you took part during your attendance at law school.
Give the years you were involved in these activities and list any leadership positions you
held.

(a) Certificate of Advocacy in Trial Law and Pro Bono in 2002

List the states in which you have been admitted to practice law and the year of each

admission. Also list any states in which you took the bar exam but were never admitted to

the practice of law. Please indicate the number of times you took the exam in each state.
South Carolina 2002 and took exam once.

Describe chronologically, since graduation from law school, your legal experience. Please
include a list of all positions held in which you worked in a legal capacity. Describe the
general character of your practice and divide it into periods with dates if its character has
changed over the years. Please also describe the extent to which you were involved with the
administrative and financial management of each of these entities, including management of
trust accounts.

(a) Assistant Solicitor, Ninth Judicial Circuit 2002-2004. I was hired under a Federal
grant called the “Cease Fire Task Force” whereby [ prosecuted major
violent crimes, gun crimes, white collar crimes, and drug crimes. I was also the
liaison to U.S. Attorney’s Office for all gun related crimes.

(b) Query, Sautter, Price and Forsythe, 2004-2013. The firm is a general
practice firm that handles complex criminal and civil cases with an entire
sector also dedicated to domestic cases. I was the partner that oversaw the
criminal and civil sector of the practice focusing on state court, federal court and
magistrate courts. I worked hand in hand with the partners on all
civil matters and we emphasized plaintiff’s work in personal injury and both plaintiff
and defense work in business litigation. I handled all administrative duties associated
with being a partner to include overseeing all the staff and hiring and firing of
paralegals and support staff. There were two associate attorneys and seven staff
members that I oversaw. We had a full time bookkeeper that handled the day-to-day
financials and trust accounts.

(c) Bentley Price Law Firm, LLC, 2013-Present. I am a solo practitioner continuing to
handle all criminal matters and have continued in personal injury cases on the
plaintiff’s side only. I handle the daily operation of the firm to include my trust
account and it’s monthly reconciliation.

Justices/judges applying for re-election to their current position may omit Questions

11-17. If you are a judge seeking a judgeship different than your current position,
Questions 11-17 should be answered based on your experience prior to serving on the

bench.






11.

Please answer the following:

(b) If you are a candidate for Circuit Court, please provide a brief written description of
your experience in criminal matters, including any cases handled over the past five
years and include a brief description of the issues involved. Further, please provide
a brief written description of your experience in civil matters, including any cases
handled over the past five years and include a brief description of the types of
matters handled, issues involved, and procedural history. Please include information
such as the primary areas in civil court in which you practice, whether you represent
plaintiffs or defendants, or both. You may go back further than five years if you feel
it would assist the Commission with its assessment of your experience. If you lack
experience in an area, describe how your background and procedural knowledge has
prepared you to preside over such matters as a Circuit Court Judge, or how you
would compensate for your lack of experience in this area. Please also indicate the
frequency of your appearances before a Circuit Court Judge within the past five
years.

b) [ began my criminal practice as an assistant solicitor from a Federal grant titled
“The Cease Fire Task Force.” The task force was established to prosecute gun related
cases more diligently and to allow for better communication between the state and federal
levels. T met with United States Attorney’s office regularly to assess cases that were
currently being prosecuted on the state level and determine if there were stiffer penalties
if the Federal government were to adopt the cases. This experience allowed me to handle
gun related violent crimes and I prosecuted murders, arm robbery, major drug cases as
well as criminal sexual conduct. I handled hundreds of guilty pleas and tried countless
Jury trials to verdict during my employment at the Solicitor’s Office. In my current
practice, [ have defended all levels of magistrate, state, and federal court crimes to
include a five day murder trial last year and a six day Federal Conspiracy to Commit
Armed Robbery trial two years ago both to a verdict.

My civil practice has been comprised of mostly plaintiff’s work but I do represent
several large businesses in all facets of issues including contract disputes and labor and
employment law. I have handled civil cases from the pleadings stage to motions to trials.
[ have successfully participated in mediation and arbitration of cases on both the defense
and plaintiff’s side.

In 2007, I was appointed Associate Municipal Court Judge for the City of Folly
Beach. In March of 2012, I became the Chief Municipal Court Judge. Since that time I
have disposed of over ten-thousand (10,000) cases for the City of Folly Beach either by
accepting of pleas, trials either bench or jury or allowing litigants to participate in alternative
programs. My duties also require me to sign arrest warrants and search warrants when
requested by the police department. 1 work hand in hand with the defense attorneys,
prosecutor and clerk to run our court smoothly and efficiently.

[ enjoy the challenges of crafting sentences, orders, and other dispositive actions in a
fair and judicious manner. My time on the bench has served me well and taught me the
humility required to maintain such a position.

[ have practices primarily in the Circuit Court my entire career and my frequency in
the past have years is monthly if not weekly.





12.

13.

14.

15.

What was the frequency of your court appearances during the past five years or in the five
years prior to your election to the bench?

(a) federal: Depending on case load it could be monthly.

(b) state: Depending on case load it could be weekly.

What percentage of your practice involved civil, criminal, domestic, and other matters
during the past five years or in the five years prior to your election to the bench?

(a) civil: 25%

) criminal: 75%

What percentage of your practice in trial court during the past five years or in the five years
prior to your election to the bench involved matters that went to a jury, including those that
settled prior to trial?

(a) jury: 99%

(b) non-jury: 1%

Did you most often serve as sole counsel, chief counsel, or associate counsel in these
matters? Solo counsel

List five of the most significant litigated matters you have personally handled in either trial
or appellate court or before a state or federal agency. Give citations if the cases were
reported and describe why these matters were significant.

(a) State v. Antoine Goodwin — In this trial in Charleston County Court of General
Sessions, I was an assistant solicitor prosecuting Mr. Goodwin for murder. This case had
a number of unique aspects. The case involved eyewitness testimony that Mr. Goodwin
was the shooter and we had a jury viewing at the scene of the crime to determine the
angle of the witnesses’ view. We were also successful in subpoenaing federal grand jury
records in which the crime was discussed. There was a contempt hearing at trial and a
witness changed his testimony mid-trial thus allowing us to have him declared a hostile
witness and use his testimony to our advantage. Mr. Goodwin was found guilty and
sentenced to life in prison.

(b) State v. Marvin Bryan — Mr. Bryan was charged with one count of murder and three
counts of attempted murder. Mr. Bryan and three co-defendants were in a car when Justin
Wilson open fire on a car in an apparent gang shooting in Park Circle. Franklin Williams
was killed and three other occupants of the car were injured. The case was unique in the
fact that both Mr. Bryan and Mr. Wilson went to trial together without a joint defense
agreement. Two co-defendant’s testified against both defendants. One victim testified
that he was not aware of either of the defendants whereabouts on the night of the crime
and had never seen either of them before. Both cooperating co-defendants testified that
my client, Mr. Bryan, was not the shooter and that Mr. Wilson was in fact acting alone.
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16.

Unfortunately Mr. Bryan was convicted under the hand of one hand of all theory and
when [ later spoke to a juror she acknowledged her perceived unfairess of the law but
felt she took an oath and administered her duties accordingly.

(c) United States of America v. Charles Johnson — Mr. Johnson was a jewel thief from

Oakland California. On several occasions he flew to Atlanta and then to Charleston. It
was alleged that Mr. Johnson and two co-defendants went to Demetries Jewelers in
Charleston and another store in Columbia and robbed the stores of Rolex watches. The
interesting factual issues are that the FBI took over the case and utilized is Cellular
Analysis System or “CAST” to track Mr. Johnson’s phone for months. They were able to
utilize the phone to physically track the whereabouts of Mr. Johnson from Oakland to
Charleston either in airports or interstates on the days of the crimes. Mr. Johnson
confessed in text messages to the crimes and that the phone that was tracked was his. The
FBI combed through years of text messages to extract only a handful of useful
information. The reports they used were in the thousands. The robbers used masks and
gloves to commit the robberies and Mr. Johnson vehemently denies robbing the stores or
conspiring to commit these crimes. He’s appealed.

(d) Knowles v. Crawford — In this civil case Mr. Crawford shot Mr. Knowles in the
abdomen from his boat and later utilized the Castle Doctrine as a defense to

criminai liability. The Solicitor’s Office reviewed SLED’s finding and refused to
prosecute. I brought a civil action for negligence under the theory that

Mr. Crawford maintained throughout the case that it was an accident and that he

was attempting to un-cock the hammer when it discharged. Since the shooter claimed the
shooting was accidental, the civil defense section of the Castle Doctrine statute was
inapplicable. Therefore we were able to bring a suit for negligence and were successful.

(e) United States of America v. Wendy Moore - This was a two week federal trial where
the U.S. Attorney’s Office was alleging that my client, Wendy Moore, had contracted
with her ex-husband to have her boyfriend’s soon to be ex-wife murdered. The
allegations were that Ms. Moore contacted her ex-husband, who is a convicted
murder/arsonist, and asked him tc travel to Charleston to kill Nancy Cannon. He agreed
and brought an accomplice but when they arrived in Charleston and received five
thousand dollars they wired the money home and became paranoid that their girl friends
would spend the money so they immediately traveled back to their home state of
Kentucky. The accomplice then returned to Charleston to commit the murder but was
subsequently arrested on drug charges and attempted to get immunity by confessing to
the murder-for-hire. The two-week trial was riddled with complex legal issues and
factual posturing. Ms. Moore was convicted on all counts and is appealing.

List up to five civil appeals you have personally handled. Give the case name, the court, the
date of decision, and the citation if the case was reported.
None





17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

List up to five criminal appeals you have personally handled. Give the case name, the court,
the date of decision and the citation if the case was reported.
None

Have you ever held judicial office? If so, list the periods of your service, the courts
involved, and whether you were elected or appointed. Describe the jurisdiction of each of
the courts and note any limitations on the jurisdiction of each court.

Yes. | am currently the Chief Municipal Court Judge for the City of Folly Beach
and have been employed in this capacity since 2007. Jurisdiction does not extend beyond
the City of Folly Beach. The court is limited to handling cases in which the penalty does not
exceed ninety days incarceration and/or a $500 fine. I was appointed by the Mayor and
approved by city counsel.

If the answer to question 18 is yes, describe or list five of your most significant orders or
opinions and give the citations if they were reported. Also list citations to any appellate
review of these orders or opinions.

None

List all courts in which you have been admitted to practice and list the dates of your
admission. Give the same information for administrative bodies that require a special
admission to practice.

(a) South Carolina State Court, 2002;

(b) U.S. District Courts, District of South Carolina, 2004;

(c) U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, 2012

Have you taught law-related courses or lectured at bar association conferences, educational
institutions, or continuing legal or judicial education programs? If so, briefly describe each
course or lecture.

(a) I have lectured at the College of Charleston on the topic of the legal and judicial
field and alternative professions that relate to a legal degree.

{(b) 1 have lectured at the Charleston School of Law on the topic of the stresses of
being a judge and criminal defense attorney.

(c¢) I have lectured at The Citadel’s graduate school on the topic of “How the
Solicitor’s Office really works.”

Provide, as a separate attachment, your continuing legal or judicial education report from
the past five years.
See Attached

List all published books and articles you have written and give citations and the dates of
publication for each. None





24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Please furnish as a separate attachment, two examples of legal articles, briefs, orders, or
other legal writings for which you can claim sole or primary authorship. If you cannot claim
sole authorship, please explain the extent to which you are the primary author, to include a
description of the other authors and their contributions. The writing samples are for the
Commission’s use only and will not be published. (If you are a judge and are not seeking a

different type of judgeship, this question is inapplicable.)
See Attached

What is your rating or membership status, if any, by any legal rating organization, such
as, Best Lawyers, Chambers, Legal 500, Martindale-Hubbell, Who’s Who Legal, Super
Lawyers, Million Dollar Advocates Forum, etc.? If you are currently a member of the
judiciary, list your last available rating, if any.

None

List all bar associations and professional organizations of which you are a member and give
the titles and dates of any offices you have held in such groups.

(a) Charleston Bar Association

(b) Berkeley Bar Association

(c) Dorchester Bar Association

(d) SC Bar

(e) Summary Court Judge’s Association

Have you ever held public office other than judicial office? If so, list the periods of your
service, the office or offices involved, and whether you were elected or appointed. Also,
state whether or not you have timely filed your report with the State Ethics Commission
during the period you held public office. If not, were you ever subject to a penalty? If so,
give details, including dates.

None

For sitting or former judges, list all employment you had while serving as a judge (whether
full-time or part-time, contractual or at will, consulting or otherwise) other than elected
judicial office. Specify your dates of employment, employer, major job responsibilities, and
supervisor.

(a) Query, Sautter, Price and Forsythe 2004-2013, full time. Was a partner that
oversaw the criminal sector of the firm and managed the staff including the attorneys and
law clerks.

(b) Bentley Price Law Firm, 2013 to Present. Full Time

Have you ever been an unsuccessful candidate for elective, judicial, or other public office?
If so, give details, including dates.

No. 1 have applied and been screened as Qualified or Well Qualified but not
nominated for Circuit Court At-Large Seat 15 in 2013, Seat 9 in 2014 and seat 10 in 2015.





30.

31.

32.

33.

Have you ever been engaged in any occupation, business, or profession other than the
practice of law, teaching of law, or holding judicial or other public office? If so, give
details, including a description of your occupation, business, or profession, the dates of your
employment, and the name of your business or employer.

None

Are you now an officer or director or involved in the management of any business
enterprise? Explain the nature of the business, your duties, and the term of your service.
None

Are you now or have you ever been employed as a “lobbyist,” as defined by S.C. Code § 2-
17-10(13), or have you acted in the capacity of a “lobbyist’s principal,” as defined by S.C.
Code § 2-17-10(14)? If so, give the dates of your employment or activity in such capacity
and specify by whom you were directed or employed.

None

Provide, as a separate attachment, a complete, current financial net worth statement that

itemizes in detail:

(a) the identity and value of all financial assets held, directly or indirectly, including, but
not limited to, bank accounts, real estate, securities, trusts, investments, and other
financial holdings; and

(b) the identity and amount of each liability owed, directly or indirectly, which is in
excess of $1,000, including, but not limited to, debts, mortgages, loans, and other
financial obligations.

(A net worth statement form is provided with this questionnaire and you must use this
format for submission of your financial statement.)

NOTE: The Commission may require written confirmation that financial obligations have
been satisfied or that the parties have agreed upon a payment schedule.

34,

35.

36.

Has a tax lien or other collection procedure ever been instituted against you by federal, state,
or focal authorities? Have you ever defaulted on a student loan? Have you ever filed for
bankruptcy? If so, give details.

No

Since filing with the Commission your letter of intent to run for judicial office, have you
accepted lodging, transportation, entertainment, food, meals, beverages, money, or any other
thing of value as defined by S.C. Code § 2-17-10(1) from a lobbyist or lobbyist’s principal?
If so, please specify the item or items you received, the date of receipt, and the lobbyist or
lobbyist’s principal involved.

No

Itemize (by amount, type, and date) all expenditures, other than those for travel and room
and board, made by you, or on your behalf in furtherance of your candidacy for the position





37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

you seek. If you have spent over $100, have you reported your expenditures to the House
and Senate Ethics Committees?
None

List the recipient and amount of all contributions made by you, a member of your immediate
family, or by a business with whom you are associated, to members of the General
Assembly within the past four years.

Contributions made by my wife Melissa A. Price in the past four years.
(a) Bakari Sellers - $500

(b) Leon Stavrinakis - $1,000

(c) Ivory Thigpen $100

(d) Sandy Senn - $250

Have you or has anyone acting on your behalf solicited or collected funds to aid in the
promotion of your candidacy? If so, please specify the amount, solicitor, donor, and date of
the solicitation.

No

Describe any financial arrangements or business relationships you have, or have had in the
past, that could constitute or resuit in a possible conflict of interest in the position you seek
or currently hold. Explain how you would resolve any potential conflict of interest.

None

Describe any interest you or a member of your immediate family has in real property:
(a) in which there is a potential conflict of interest with your involvement in a South
Carolina state or local public agency;
(b) in which there have been public improvements of $200 or that adjoins property in
which there have been public improvements of $200; or
(c) which was sold, leased, or rented to a state or local public agency in South Carolina.
None

List the interest you hold and the value and location of the property. Identify as applicable

the:

(a) nature of any potential conflict of interest;

(b)  nature and value of any public improvements; and

(c) South Carolina state or local public agency which purchased or is leasing or renting
such property.

Attach a copy of any contract or agreement.
None

Identify any personal property interest you or a member of your immediate family sold,
leased, or rented to a South Carolina state or local public agency. Identify the property, its
amount or value, and the name of the agency. Attach a copy of any contract or agreement.





42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

None

For sitting judges, if you currently hold an interest in stock or other securities or have held
such an interest, list each stock you currently own or owned during the prior calendar year.
If you prefer, you may attach broker or account records containing the requested
information instead of listing it here.

See Attached

For sitting judges, have you ever accepted anything of value from an attorney or litigant in a
matter currently or previously before you or your court? If so, please give the details,
including the name of the attorney or litigant and the thing of value you received.

No

For sitting judges, have you used the services of your staff, for which you did not pay, while
campaigning for this office?
No

Have you ever been arrested, charged, or held by federal, state, or other law enforcement
authorities for violation or for suspicion of violation of any federal law or regulation, state
law or regulation, or county or municipal law, regulation, or ordinance, or any other law,
including another country’s law? If so, give details but do not include traffic violations
which are subject to a penaity of $125 or less. You must inciude any and all arrests,
including, but not limited to, offenses for driving under the influence or similar traffic
offenses. Include all arrests that resulted in expungement, which will be redacted. If you
have questions regarding whether to include an offense, please contact the Commission.

[All answers have been received and considered by the Commission, and as noted above,
any expunged matters are redacted from the record.]

Have you, to your knowledge, ever been under federal, state, or local investigation for
possible violation of a criminal statute? If yes, explain.
No

Have you ever been sued by a client? Have you ever been a named party (personally or
professionally) in or had a pecuniary interest in any civil or criminal proceedings? If so,
give details, including, but not limited to, dates, and resolutions.

1. I was named in a mortgage foreclosure complaint. I was a former partner with
Query, Sautter and Forsythe and was a member of an LLC that owned the building the
practice currently rents from. When I began my own practice in 2013 I signed a Dissolution
of Partnership for the LL.C that owned the units. The partners filed the dissolution but failed
to refinance the loan removing me as a member. In May of 2016 the bank filed a mortgage
foreclosure action naming me personally. My former law practice answered on our behalf.
The partners paid off the loan and the action was dismissed on July 25, 2016.
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48.

49.

50.

51,

52.

2. There was a judgment filed in Charleston and Colleton Counties on behalf of my
law firm. A fee dispute was filed with South Carolina Bar Resolution of Fee Disputes
Board against my former practice. The Board investigated the complaint and found in favor
of the firm. A judgment was issued in the amount of $24,380.71 and subsequently filed in
both counties. I was the attorney of record and judgment was therefore placed in my name.
I have since filed an Assignment of Judgment Proceeds to my former law firm. The
Judgment has been satisfied. This was addressed in my former screening.

If you are in private practice, are you covered by malpractice insurance and, if so, how
long have you carried malpractice insurance? If applicable, have you ever been covered
by a tail policy? If so, piease explain when you were covered by a tail policy. Also, if
applicable, indicate your coverage and deductible for your current malpractice policy.
Yes, January 2015 to Present $100,000 per occurrence/ $300,000 aggregate limit
with $1,000 retention with Attorney Protective. I’'m not aware of being covered by a tail

policy.

Have you ever, in South Carolina or any other jurisdiction, as a lawyer, judge, or other
professional, been sanctioned or disciplined for lawyer, judicial, or other professional
misconduct or has any jurisdiction found that you committed any misconduct? If so, give
the details and describe any final disposition. Include any and all confidential and public
sanction, discipline, or finding of misconduct of any kind.

[Yes and no responses are redacted for all candidates unless there is a public discipline.]

Have you ever been investigated by the Department of Social Services? If so, give the
details and the resolution. Has your name ever been enrolled on the Central Registry of
Child Abuse and Neglect? If so, give the details.

No

Note: The flash drive with your application materials contains (1) Section 2-19-70(c);
2) JMSC Rule 24, and (3) informal opinigcns and letters concerning pledgin
prohibitions, with which third parties acting on your behalf, as well as you, must
com

Have you directly or indirectly requested the pledge of any member of the General
Assembly as to your election for the position for which you are being screened or have you
been offered a conditional pledge of support by any legislator pending the outcome of your
screening? Have you received the assurance of any public official or public employee that
they will seek the pledge of any member of the General Assembly as to your election for the
position for which you are being screened? If so, give details.

No

Have you requested any third parties to contact members of the General Assembly on your
behalf before the final and formal screening report has been released? Describe the

11





53.

54.

55.

56.

campaigning you have done for this election and include a list of those individuals you have
asked to campaign on your behalf and, to the best of your knowledge, those who have
campaigned for you on their own initiative.

No

Are you familiar with the 48-hour rule, which prohibits a candidate from seeking pledges
until after the draft report becomes final, which occurs on the day and time specified on the
Commission’s published screening schedule?

Yes

Since submitting your letter of intent to become a candidate, have you or has anyone acting
on your behalf contacted any member of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission about
your candidacy or intention to become a candidate? If so, give details.

No

List the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of five (5) persons from whom you are
providing references.  Also, provide the Commission with original letters of
recommendation from each person listed herein, including their signature (preferably in

blue ink). The Commission will not accept a photocopy or electronic submission of a
letter of recommendation and failure to include all five (5) original letters of
recommendation in your packet when vou submit it will render your packet

incompiete. Please do not have references mail your reference letters to the Commission
directly. You must return the five (5) original letters of recommendation to the
Commission with your application packet.

(a) Bart Daniel, Esquire, 7 State St., Charleston, SC, 29401, (843) 722-2000;

(b) Shaun Kent, Esquire, 19 S. Mill St., Manning, SC 29102, (803) 433-5368

(c) Tommy Brittain, Esquire, 4614 Oleander Dr., Myrtle Beach, SC, 29577
(843) 449-8562

(d) O. Grady Query, Esquire,147 Wappoo Creek Dr., Suite 202, Charleston, SC, 29412
(843) 795-9500

(e) Andrew Gilreath, Chief of Police, 106 W. Cooper Ave., Folly Beach SC, 29439

(843) 588-2433
(f) J. Pete Strom, Esquire, 2110 N. Beltline Blvd., Columbia, SC 29204 (803) 252-4801

Are you active on or a member of a social media or Internet site or have you, to your
knowledge, been featured or depicted on a social media or Internet site, such as,
Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, etc.? If so, how would your use of social media or other
similar types of Internet sites be affected if you were serving in a judicial capacity?

Yes, I am involved in social media mostly to promote my current law practice.
As a Municipal Judge it has never been an issue but if elected to the Circuit Court I
would cease all social media, as it would no longer be beneficial.

12





57.

58.

List all civic, charitable, educational, social, and fraternal organizations of which you are or
have been a member during the past five years and include any offices held in such a group,
any professional honors, awards, or other forms of recognition received and not listed
elsewhere.

(a) Country Club of Charleston

Provide any other information that may reflect positively or negatively on your candidacy,
or which you believe should be disclosed in connection with consideration of you for
nomination for the position you seek. This information may include how your life

experiences have affected or influenced the kind or type of judge you have been or plan to
be.

My entire legal and judicial career has been devoted to the trial courts and my wide
area of practice in criminal and civil cases at all levels of the court system will enable me to
be a fair, courteous, and understanding judge. I understand what the litigants are facing with
stressful schedules and deadlines and will do my very best to maintain my continued
humility to balance a fair but efficient court.
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YOUR SIGNATURE WILL BE HELD TO CONSTITUTE A WAIVER OF THE
CONFIDENTIALITY OF ANY PROCEEDING BEFORE A GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE OR
ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING YOUR CREDIT.

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT MY ANSWERS ARE TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF
MY KNOWLEDGE.

Signature:

Sworn to before me this day of ,2018.

(Notary Signature)

(Notary Printed Name)
Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires:
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“Personal Data Questionnaire”

I previously submitted my PDQ in July of 2018. I am supplementing question
number 45 to include a hunting without a license ticket from 1995.

45.

i

Have you ever been arrested, charged, or held by federal, state, or other law
enforcement authorities for violation or for suspicion of violation of any federal law
or regulation, state law or regulation, or county or municipal law, regulation, or
ordinance, or any other law, including another country’s law? If so, give details but
do not include traffic violations which are subject to a penalty of $125 or less. You
must include any and all arrests, including, but not limited to, offenses for driving
under the influence or similar traffic offenses. Include all arrests that resulted in
expungement, which will be redacted. If you have questions regarding whether to
include an offense, please contact the Commission.

I was home on Christmas break from college in 1995 and was issued a
citation for hunting without a license. I paid the fine and returned to college.

I was home on Christmas break from college in 1997 and I was issued a
citation when I was in a boat with a friend that was cited for hunting after sunset. He
shot a duck after the prescribed time and we were issued tickets for hunting after
dark. I paid the fine and returned to college.

I was arrested at the age of twenty-one in Horry County on suspicion of
driving under the influence. I was not under the influence. I retained an attorney
who attended court on my behalf and the charge was dismissed without a plea to a
lesser-included charge. I later had my arrest record expunged.

This was addressed in my former screenings.
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EXHIBIT

PRALE

D
L

JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION /1415
Sworn Statement to be included in Transcript of Public Hearings |

Circuit Court
{(New Candidate)

Full Name: Honorable Bentley Douglas Price
Business Address: 78 Ashley Pointe Dr., Suite 103, SC 29407
Business Telephone: (843) 532-4516

1. Why do you want to serve as a Circuit Court judge?

I want to serve as a Circuit Court judge because | have found
through my years as serving as a Municipal Court Judge that | have a
passion for helping others and want to continue full time as a Circuit
Court Judge. As a current Judge | enjoy assisting the attorneys, law
enforcement and defendants in resolving their cases expeditiously and
fairly.

| feel that my demeanor and broad base of practice and
experiences would allow me to continue to serve the litigants, court
staff and public of this State with great humility and respect.

2. Do you plan to serve your full term if elected? Yes.

3. Do you have any plans to return to private practice one day?
Not at this time but certainly wouldn’t rule it completely out.

4, Have you met the Constitutional requirements for this position regarding
age, residence, and years of practice? Yes.

5. What is your philosophy regarding ex parte communications? Are there
circumstances under which you could envision ex parte
communications being tolerated?

Ex parte communication should not be tolerated unless expressly
permitted by the Rules or Canons.

6. What is your philosophy on recusal, especially in situations in which
lawyer-legislators, former associates, or law partners are to appear
before you?

I would recuse myself in strict accordance with the Judicial

Canons
and in situations where there is even the mere appearance that | could
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not
be fair and impartial.

7. If you disclosed something that had the appearance of bias, but you believed it wol
would you give a party that requested your recusal? Wouid you grant
such
a motion?
| would give great deference to a party that requested my recusal
regardless of whether | felt there was any potential for bias or
impartiality on
my part. | would divulge the concerns to all parties on the record and
give them the opportunity to discuss in private with their clients. If
they waived disqualification and | agreed to hear the case | would have
them sign a remittal agreement and place in the file.

8. How would you handle the appearance of impropriety because of the
financial or social involvement of your spouse or a close relative?

I would divulge the financial or social involvement of my wife or
close relative to both parties and would recuse myself where there was
even a de
minimus interest by my spouse or relative.

9. What standards would you set for yourself regarding the acceptance of
gifts or social hospitality?
| would accept gifts that could not be perceived as intended to
influence my performance of judicial duties, gifts from relative and from
any party who is not likely to come before me or their interests come
before me. If the value exceeds $150.00, | would report in compliance
with the rules.

10. How would you handle a situation in which you became aware of
misconduct of a lawyer or of a fellow judge?
If | were made aware of potential misconduct, | would conduct
my
own investigation by speaking with the judge or lawyer. |f | felt the
information | received indicated that there was substantial likelihood
that a violation had occurred, | would inform the appropriate authority.

11. Are you affiliated with any political parties, boards or commissions that,
if you were elected, would need to be re-evaluated?  No.
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12.

13.

14.

to

15.

16.

17.

18.

Have you engaged in any fund-raising activities with any political,
social, community, or religious organizations? Please describe. No.

Do you have any business activities that you would envision remaining
involved with if elected to the bench? No.

if elected, how would you handle the drafting of orders?
| would ask the prevailing party to draft the order and provide it

opposing counsel. Only when they have agreed on the order would |
sign it. If | were to take the matter under advisement, | would ask both
parties to submit proposed orders and | would then utilize the two
proposed orders to issue my decision. If it were a complex issue on
which | wanted to do independent research and my research yielded
new findings, | would draft the order.

If elected, what methods would you use to ensure that you and your
staff meet deadlines?

The methods | would employ would include an automated
calendaring system that would be accessible to my staff and me. |
would continue to utilize my laptop on a daily bases and an iPad when
traveling to keep continued access with the court and litigants. Further,
| would explore utilizing Skype to cut down on out of town litigants
travel time where feasible.

What is your philosophy on “judicial activism,” and what effect should
judges have in setting or promoting public policy?

Judicial activism should not play a role in a judges’ decision.
Judges should play no role in establishing public policy. The applicable
laws should guide judges in making their rulings.

Canon 4 allows a judge to engage in activities to improve the law, legal
system, and administration of justice. if elected, what activities do you
plan to undertake to further this improvement of the legal system?

| thoroughly enjoy speaking to law students and others that seek
my
perspective on judicial issues ranging from sentencing to court
administration. | would continue this practice as often as | was asked
to do so for any organization seeking my opinion. | wouid aiso like to
see the judiciary become more involved in the training of new lawyers,
devoting time to give them guidance in and outside of the courtroom.

Do you feel that the pressure of serving as a judge would strain
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personal relationships (i.e. spouse, children, friends, or relatives)? How
would you address this?

The demanding travel and time spent away from family is

something

that my wife, family, and friends have endured throughout my practice.
We have discussed the demand on my time that becoming a Circuit
Court Judge would create. They are fully aware of what is required of a
judge to be efficient and thorough and they support me one hundred
percent in my pursuit of becoming a Circuit Court Judge.

19. The following list contains five categories of offenders that would
perhaps regularly appear in your court. Discuss your philosophy on
sentencing for these classes of offenders.

a. Repeat offenders: A judge’s job at sentencing is to impose a

punishment for the crime committed. The punishment must fit the
crime but

a repeat offender’s punishment must reflect the fact that they have
already

received a prior punishment that was not sufficient to deter them from

becoming a recidivist. | would take into consideration their past crimes

and

the respective sentences imposed and ensure that the sentence is fair
but

firm in hopes of preventing future criminal behavior.

b. Juveniles (that have been waived to the circuit court): A judge
must

consider the fact that they could have potentially been sentenced in Family

Court but for one reason or another the case was waived up to Circuit
Court

and therefore facing stiffer penalties. The defendant’s history is
important

in juvenile cases as they are young and very impressionable and it
needs to

be determined whether it is a product of their environment and not just

the

nature of the child.

C. White collar criminais: White collar crimes are often about
someone

being deceitful and dishonest. A judge must take that type of behavior
into

consideration when sentencing someone to prisen or to probation while
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balancing their ability to pay restitution.

d. Defendants with a socially and/or economically disadvantaged
background: Again, | would determine whether their social or
economic disadvantage is a product of their environment or whether the
crime was a product of their core values. These defendants are

inclined to

be easily influenced by their environment and their crimes are often a
by

product of that influence. | would determine if outside influences
piayed a

role in their behavior and if so, craft an appropriate sentence in an effort
to

place them on a more rehabilitative course.

e. Eiderly defendants or those with some infirmity: Elderly or those
with

infirmities must be given extra care to assure that the sentence imposed
does not have an unintended effect. For example, When sentencing an
elderly person to prison their age must be a factor as to not
unintentionally sentence the defendant to a life sentence when that
was clearly not contemplated by the court. Conversely, a sentence
imposed on a person with an infirmity should reflect consideration of
the infirmity and impose an alternative sentence where possible to
accomplish the same goal, so as to not unduly financially burden the
State.

20. Are you involved in any active investments from which you derive
additional income that might impair your appearance of impartiality? No.
21. Would you hear a case where you or a member of your family held a de
minimis financial interest in a party involved?
i would recuse myseif where a family member or close friend had
even a de minimus interest.

22. Do you belong to any organizations that discriminates based on race,
religion, or gender? No

23. Have you met the mandatory minimum hours requirement for
continuing legal education courses? Yes.

24. What do you feel is the appropriate demeanor for a judge?
A judge should be fair but firm. A judge must be humble and gracious and t
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25.

and be courteous to all court staff and peers in the community.

Do you feel that it is ever appropriate to be angry with a member of the
public, especially with a criminal defendant? Is anger ever appropriate
in dealing with attorneys or pro se litigants?

I do not feel it is ever appropriate to get angry with members of
the public or criminal defendants. Anger is never appropriate in dealing
with attorneys or pro se litigants. There are obviously going to be
times as a judge that certain parties or issues anger you but the position
carries with it a certain requirement that you remain fair and impartial
and not allow your emotions to affect your decisions or the parties.

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ANSWERS TO THE ABOVE QUESTICNS ARE
TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.

Sworn to before me this day of , 2018.

(Signature)

(Print name)
Notary Public for South Carolina

My Commission Expires:
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JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION
PERSCNAL DATA QUESTIONNAIRE

Court, Position, and Seat # for which you are applying: Circuit Court Judge, Ninth Judicial

Circuit, Seat 2

l.

Name: The Honorable Dale E. Van Slambrook

Name that you are known by if different from above
(Example: A Nickname): N/A

Are you currently serving in some capacity as a judge?
(Includes Municipal, Magistrate, Etc.) Berkeley County Master-In-Equity

Business Address: PO Box 609
Moncks Corner, SC 29461

E-Mail Address: [N

Telephone Number:  (home): [}
(office): (843) 719-4437
(cell):

Date of Birth: [958
Place of Birth: Savannah, GA

Social Security Number: || N REER

Are you a citizen of South Carolina? Yes
Have you been a resident of this state for at least the immediate past five years? Yes

SCDL# or SCHD#:
Voter Registration Number:
Have you served in the military? If so, give the dates, branch of service, highest rank

attained, serial number (if applicable), present status, and the character of your discharge or
release. Please provide a copy of your DD214 concerning your discharge. N/A

Family Status: In the space below, (a) state whether you are single, married, widowed,
divorced, or separated; (b) if married, state the date of your marriage and your spouse’s full
name; (c) if you have ever been divorced or are in the process of obtaining a divorce, state
the date, name of the moving party, court, and grounds; and (d) state the names of your





10.

children and their ages. If your children are old enough to work, include the occupation of
each child.

Married on May 16, 1981 to Darlene J. Van Slambrook
Never divorced. three children

List each college and law school you attended, including the dates of your attendance, the
degrees you received, and if you left an institution without receiving a degree, the reason for
your departure.

(a) 1976 to 1980: Clemson University BA of Economics
(b) 1980 to 1983: University of South Carolina — School of Law Juris Doctrine

List the significant activities in which you took part during your attendance at law school.
Give the years you were involved in these activities and list any leadership positions you
held.

(a) 1982-1983:Law School Student Bar Representative
(b) 1982-1983:Moot Court Bar Association

List the states in which you have been admitted to practice law and the year of each
admission. Also list any states in which you took the bar exam but were never admitted to
the practice of law. Please indicate the number of times you took the exam in each state.

South Carolina in 1983 and in good standing

Describe chronologically, since graduation from law school, your legal experience. Please
include a list of all positions held in which you worked in a legal capacity. Describe the
general character of your practice and divide it into periods with dates if its character has
changed over the years. Please also describe the extent to which you were involved with the
administrative and financial management of each of these entities, including management of
trust accounts.

From 1983 to 2000, I engaged in a General law practice. [ was involved in domestic cases,
divorce, child custody disputes, Workers Compensation cases; Chapter 7 and Chapter 13
Bankruptcy cases; Personal Injury Litigation; Probate; Social Security; Real Estate Closings
and Real Estate Litigation. Beginning in 2000 my practice narrowed to where 1 was
primarily involved in personal injury, Social Security, Probate and Miscellaneous Litigation
and that continues to date.

I was hired as an Associate with The Steinberg Law Firm, LLP in 1983. became a partner in
1986. I primarily practiced in the Goose Creek Office but also worked in the Ashley
Phosphate office and later in the Summerville office located on Main Street then Old
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Trolley Road as the Managing Partner of the Office until taking the Bench in November
2014. All of these positions included the operating and trust accounts.

Justices/judges applying for re-election to their current position may omit Questions 11-17.

If you are a judge seeking a judgeship different than your current position, Questions 11-17
should be answered based on your experience prior to serving on the bench.

Please answer the following:

(a)

(b)

If you are a candidate for Family Court, please provide a brief written description of
your experience within each of the following Family Court practice areas: divorce
and equitable division of property, child custody, adoption, abuse and neglect, and
juvenile justice. Include information about cases you have handled in each of these
practice areas, or if you have not practiced in an area, describe how your background
and procedural knowledge has prepared you to preside over such matters as a Family
Court Judge. Please also indicate the frequency of your appearances before a Family
Court Judge within the past five years. N/A

If you are a candidate for Circuit Court, please provide a brief written description of
your experience in criminal matters, including any cases handled over the past five
years and include a brief description of the issues involved. Further, please provide
a brief written description of your experience in civil matters, including any cases
handled over the past five years and include a brief description of the types of
matters handled, issues involved, and procedural history. Please include information
such as the primary areas in civil court in which you practice, whether you represent
plaintiffs or defendants, or both. You may go back further than five years if you feel
it would assist the Commission with its assessment of your experience. If you lack
experience in an area, describe how your background and procedural knowledge has
prepared you to preside over such matters as a Circuit Court Judge, or how you
would compensate for your lack of experience in this area. Please also indicate the
frequency of your appearances before a Circuit Court Judge within the past five
years.

riminal Matters: As a part of my private practice, [ defended cases in the
Magistrate Court, Municipal Court and General Sessions and tried cases in all
Courts in Berkeley, Charleston and Dorchester County. Most recently, I presided
over Jury Trials as Municipal Court Judge for the City of Goose Creek. I handled all
matters relating to these criminal Trials. Primary focus was Driving Under the
Influence, Shoplifting and Criminal Domestic Violence cases. Many cases involved
Pro Se Defendants and majority of cases were prosecuted by the Arresting Officer.
As a Special Circuit Court Judge, I presided over Guilty Pleas and Probation
Revocation Hearings.

As associate Judge in the Berkeley County Adult Drug Court, [ have advanced my
depth of knowledge of the Criminal Court System immensely.





12.

13.

14.

Civil Matters: As a part of my private practice, [ handled numerous Civil
matters in Magistrate Court and Common Pleas. [ tried approximately one hundred
(100) Jury Trial cases to verdict during my private practice. Further, I practiced in
Bankruptcy Court as a Debtors Attorney doing Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 until
approximately 2006. [ was practiced in Federal Court presenting Social Security
Disability Claimant primarily from 2008 to 2014.

As Special Circuit Court Judge concerning Civil matters, I review and signed such
routine matters as Default Orders, Dismissals, Publication and Appointment of
Guardians. This constant review of procedural matter has also increased my breath
of knowledge as to the day to day workings of the Court System from the Judicial
and Administrative perspective.

(c) If you are a candidate for Master-In-Equity, please provide a brief written
description of your experience in the Master’s court, including any cases handled
over the past five years and include a brief description of the issues involved. Please
include the frequency of your appearances before a Master-In-Equity or a Circuit
Court Judge within the past five years. N/A

(d If you are a candidate for Administrative Law Court, please provide a brief written
description of your experience before an Administrative Law Judge, including any
issues discussed and the frequency of your appearances before the Administrative
Law or Circuit Court within the past five years. N/A

What was the frequency of your court appearances during the past five years or in the five
years prior to your election to the bench?

(a) federal: 10 to 15 — including Social Security (per year)

(b) state: 10 to 15 (per year)

What percentage of your practice involved civil, criminal, domestic, and other matters
during the past five years or in the five years prior to your election to the bench?

(a) civil: 95% - Personal Injury, Social Security and Miscellaneous

(b) criminal: 0%

{c) domestic: 0%

(d) other: 5% - Probate

What percentage of your practice in trial court during the past five years or in the five years
prior to your election to the bench involved matters that went to a jury, including those that
settled prior to trial?

(a) Jury: 50%

(b) non-jury: 50%

Did you most often serve as sole counsel, chief counsel, or associate counsel in these
matters? Generally Sole Counsel





15.

16.

17.

18.

List five of the most significant litigated matters you have personally handled in either trial
or appellate court or before a state or federal agency. Give citations if the cases were
reported and describe why these matters were significant.

(a) Ruth Atkins (Pinckeny vs. Atkins 317 SC 340 (1995)
I was retained after the Trial and filed an Appeal based upon numerous errors at the
original Hearing. The published Opinion clarified numerous procedural issues
relative to Real Partition Actions.

(b) Coleman Dangerfield vs. Rainbow Carpets. et al (2011)
Personal Injury Trial in Berkeley County tried in May 2011 for four (4) days.
Involved significant medical causation and psychiatric issues, multiple physician
depositions and liability issues.

(c) Tamson Susor vs. Tommy Lee Schmidt (2012)
Personal Injury Trial in Dorchester Court of Common Pleas. Involved liability and
medical causation issues. Significant due to novel issues raised regarding social
media and its admissibility.

(d) Sheryl Elliot vs. Three D Metal, Inc., et al (2012)
Personal Injury litigation case involving medical causation issues. Most
significantly was the various experts regarding accident reconstruction and
epidemiology. This matter was settled immediately prior to Trial during a second
mediation.

(e) Estate of Catherine Wall vs. La Hacienda, et al (2011)
Wrongful death premises liability claim resulting from a fall from which an eighty
(80) year old woman died. Significant issues involved defective construction and
proof of conscious pain and suffering.  Successfully presented a video
commemoration Mrs. Wall’s life to demonstrate damages. Also involved numerous
Probate Court filings.

List up to five civil appeals you have personally handled. Give the case name, the court, the
date of decision, and the citation if the case was reported.

(a) Ruth Atkins (Pinckeny vs. Atkins 317 SC 340 (1995)
I was retained after the Trial and filed an Appeal based upon numerous errors at the
original Hearing. The published Opinion clarified numerous procedural issues
relative to Real Partition Actions.

List up to five criminal appeals you have personally handled. Give the case name, the court,
the date of decision and the citation if the case was reported. None

Have you ever held judicial office? If so, list the periods of your service, the courts
involved, and whether you were elected or appointed. Describe the jurisdiction of each of
the courts and note any limitations on the jurisdiction of each court. Yes.

(@ City of Goose Creek 2009 to 2014 primarily Criminal Jury Trials, occasional
Bond Hearings, Bench Trials and Motions.
(b) Berkeley County Master-In-Equity 2014 to present





19.

20.

21.

22,

If the answer to question 18 is yes, describe or list five of your most significant orders or
opinions and give the citations if they were reported. Also list citations to any appellate
review of these orders or opinions.

(a) Mills vs. Hudson 2012-CP-08-3013
Disputed Trial involving issues of Title to Real Property, access, prescriptive
easement and res judicata. The Order was affirmed on Appeal.

(b) Carolina Comfort Specialist vs. Weddle 2012-CP-08-01869
Disputed multi-day Trial involving Mechanic’s Lien, Breach of Contract,
Remediction, Construction issues, Service of Process and other evidentiary
procedural issues. The Order is on Appeal.

(©) Matash vs. Clark 2015-CP-08-00053
Disputed Trial involving neighborhood access and easement issues

d Estate of Stephens vs. Anderson 2011-CP-08-02933
Disputed Adverse Possession Action involving Estoppel, Laches and significant
procedural and evidentiary issues.

(e) Blue Chip vs. Bonifay 2014-CP-08-1142
Disputed multiday Trial involving Breach of Contract issues and business
development concerning development of medical equipment business.

List all courts in which you have been admitted to practice and list the dates of your
admission. Give the same information for administrative bodies that require a special
admission to practice.

(a) Admitted to practice before the State Courts of South Carolina in 1983;
(b) Also admitted to practice before the Federal District Court and
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals in 1983.

Have you taught law-related courses or lectured at bar association conferences, educational
institutions, or continuing legal or judicial education programs? If so, briefly describe each
course or lecture. Yes

(a) I have lectured at the April 26, 2018 Berkeley County Bar Day Court CLE
(b) I made presentation on the topic of Partition Actions on December 15, 2017

Provide, as a separate attachment, your continuing legal or judicial education report from
the past five years.

A. South Carolina Association of Drug Court (SCADCP) Professionals 02-26-2018
B. Berkeley County Bar Association End of Year CLE 12-15-2017
C. 2017 Master-In-Equity Bench Bar 10-13-2017
D. Annual Judicial Conference 08-17-2017
E. 2016 Master-In-Equity Bench Bar 10-14-2016
F. Annual Judicial Conference 08-18-2016
G. Human Trafficing in South Carolina 08-16-2016





23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

H. SCAJ 2016 Annual Convention 08-04-2016
I.  Trial & Appellate Advocacy Section (Civil Law Update) 01-22-2016
J. Diversity in the Bar Task Force 01-21-2016
K. 2015 Master-In-Equity Bench Bar 11-13-2015
L. Annual Judicial Conference 08-20-2015
M. CLE with Chief Judge Toal 07-22-2015
N. Spring Conference (Mandatory CLE) 03-09-2015
O. 2014 Master-In-Equity Bench Bar 10-10-2014
P. Annual Judicial Conference 08-20-2014
Q. Prosecuting the Impaired Driver 07-22-2014
R. LEAPP — Trust School 10-18-2013
S. Prosecuting the Impaired Driver 07-17-2013
T. Criminal Practice in South Carolina 06-27-2013

List all published books and articles you have written and give citations and the dates of
publication for each. None

Please furish as a separate attachment, two examples of legal articles, briefs, orders, or
other legal writings for which you can claim sole or primary authorship. If you cannot claim
sole authorship, please explain the extent to which you are the primary author, to include a
description of the other authors and their contributions. The writing samples are for the
Commission’s use only and will not be published. (If you are a judge and are not seeking a
different type of judgeship, this question is inapplicable.) See Attachment “A”

(a) Matash vs. Clark 2015-CP-08-00053
(b) Carolina Comfort Specialist vs. Weddle 2012-CP-08-01869

What is your rating or membership status, if any, by any legal rating organization, such as,
Best Lawyers, Chambers, Legal 500, Martindale-Hubbell, Who’s Who Legal. Super
Lawyers, Million Dollar Advocates Forum, etc.? If you are currently a member of the
judiciary, list your last available rating, if any. B.V.

List all bar associations and professional organizations of which you are a member and give
the titles and dates of any offices you have held in such groups.

(a) South Carolina Bar Association 1983 to present
®) Charleston County Bar Association 1983 to present
©) Berkeley County Bar Association 1983 to present

Bar President 2011
(d) South Carolina Master-In-Equity 2014 to present
Judges Association

Have you ever held public office other than judicial office? If so, list the periods of your
service, the office or offices involved, and whether you were elected or appointed. Also,
state whether or not you have timely filed your report with the State Ethics Commission





28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

during the period you held public office. If not, were you ever subject to a penalty? If so,
give details, including dates. None

For sitting or former judges, list all employment you had while serving as a judge (whether
full-time or part-time, contractual or at will, consulting or otherwise) other than elected
Jjudicial office. Specify your dates of employment, employer, major job responsibilities, and
supervisor. None

Have you ever been an unsuccessful candidate for elective, judicial, or other public office?
If so, give details, including dates. None

Have you ever been engaged in any occupation, business, or profession other than the
practice of law, teaching of law, or holding judicial or other public office? If so, give
details, including a description of your occupation, business, or profession, the dates of your
employment, and the name of your business or employer. My wife and I own two (2) rental
properties which are handled by a Property Management Company and we have no day to
day involvement.

Are you now an officer or director or involved in the management of any business
enterprise? Explain the nature of the business, your duties, and the term of your service.
Graceland Properties, LLC for purposes of Rental Property Management

Are you now or have you ever been employed as a “lobbyist,” as defined by S.C. Code § 2-
17-10(13), or have you acted in the capacity of a “lobbyist’s principal,” as defined by S.C.
Code § 2-17-10(14)? If so, give the dates of your employment or activity in such capacity
and specify by whom you were directed or employed. No

Provide, as a separate attachment, a complete, current financial net worth statement that
itemizes in detail: See Attachment “B”

(a) the identity and value of all financial assets held, directly or indirectly, including, but
not limited to, bank accounts, real estate, securities, trusts, investments, and other
financial holdings; and

(b) the identity and amount of each liability owed, directly or indirectly, which is in
excess of $1,000, including, but not limited to, debts, mertgages, loans, and other
financial obligations.

(A net worth statement form is provided with this questionnaire and you must use this
format for submission of your financial statement.)

NOTE: The Commission may require written confirmation that financial obligations have been
satisfied or that the parties have agreed upon a payment schedule.

34.

Has a tax lien or other collection procedure ever been instituted against you by federal, state,
or local authorities? Have you ever defaulted on a student loan? Have you ever filed for
bankruptcy? If so, give details. None





35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Since filing with the Commission your letter of intent to run for judicial office, have you
accepted lodging, transportation, entertainment, food, meals, beverages, money, or any other
thing of value as defined by S.C. Code § 2-17-10(1) from a lobbyist or lobbyist’s principal?
If so, please specify the item or items you received, the date of receipt, and the lobbyist or
lobbyist’s principal involved. No

Itemize (by amount, type, and date) all expenditures, other than those for travel and room
and board, made by you, or on your behalf in furtherance of your candidacy for the position
you seek. If you have spent over $100, have you reported your expenditures to the House
and Senate Ethics Committees? Postage and printing; less than $100.00.

List the recipient and amount of all contributions made by you, a member of your immediate
family, or by a business with whom you are associated, to members of the General
Assembly within the past four years. None

Have you or has anyone acting on your behalf solicited or collected funds to aid in the
promotion of your candidacy? If so, please specify the amount, solicitor, donor, and date of
the solicitation. None

Describe any financial arrangements or business relationships you have, or have had in the
past, that couid constitute or resuit in a possibie conflict of interest in the position you seek
or currently hold. Explain how you wouid resolve any potential conflict of interest. My
daughter-in-law, Lindsay Stewart Van Slambrook, is an Associate Attorney at Nelson
Mullins Law Firm, Charleston, SC Office. If she were directly involved in any litigation
before me, I would disclose and likely offer to recuse myself.

Describe any interest you or a member of your immediate family has in real property:

(a) in which there is a potential conflict of interest with your involvement in a South
Carolina state or local public agency;

) in which there have been public improvements of $200 or that adjoins property in
which there have been public improvements of $200; or

(©) which was scld, leased, or rented to a state or loca! public agency in South Carolina.

NCNE

List the interest you hold and the value and location of the property. Identify as applicable

the:

(a) nature of any potential conflict of interest;

(b) nature and value of any public improvements; and

(c) South Carolina state or local public agency which purchased or is leasing or renting
such property.

Attach a copy of any contract or agreement.

NONE





41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

Identify any personal property interest you or a member of your immediate family sold,
leased, or rented to a South Carolina state or local public agency. Identify the property, its
amount or value, and the name of the agency. Attach a copy of any contract or agreement.
None

For sitting judges, if you currently hold an interest in stock or other securities or have held
such an interest, list each stock you currently own or owned during the prior calendar year.
If you prefer, you may attach broker or account records containing the requested
information instead of listing it here. Included in Financial Disclosure

For sitting judges, have you ever accepted anything of value from an attorney or litigant in a
matter currently or previously before you or your court? If so, please give the details,
including the name of the attorney or litigant and the thing of value you received. No

For sitting judges, have you used the services of your staff, for which you did not pay, while
campaigning for this office? No

Have you ever been arrested, charged, or held by federal, state, or other law enforcement
authorities for violation or for suspicion of violation of any federal law or regulation, state
law or regulation, or county or municipal law, regulation, or ordinance, or any other law,
including another country’s law? If so, give details but do not include traffic violations
which are subject to a penaity of $125 or less. You must include any and all arrests,
including, but not limited to, offenses for driving under the influence or similar traffic
offenses. Include all arrests that resulted in expungement, which will be redacted. If you
have questions regarding whether to include an offense, please contact the Commission.

[All answers have been received and considered by the Commission, and as noted above,
any expunged matters are redacted from the record.]

Have you, to your knowledge, ever been under federal, state, or local investigation for
possible violation of a criminal statute? If yes, explain. None

Have you ever been sued by a client? Have you ever been a named party (personally or
professionally) in or had a pecuniary interest in any civil or criminal proceedings? If so,
give details, including, but not limited tc, dates, and resolutions.

(a) As a member of the Steinberg Law Firm, I may have been named in disputes regarding
fees many years ago

(b) Elmore vs. Wells Fargo. et al 2016-CP-40-05072. This related to a Foreclosure Action
which I presided over. The Defendant in a Foreclosure Action filed an action against the
Foreclosing Attorney, myself as a Judge, the Sheriff of Berkeley County along with
others. This matter was dismissed at the Summary Judgment stage. February 1, 2017.

(c) Bey vs. Deutsche Bank National Trust Co, et al 2017-CP-08-00808. This relates to a
Foreclosure Action which [ presided over. The Defendant in the Foreclosure Action
filed a separate action against the Foreclosing Bank, myself and various others to
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48.

49.

50.

SI.

wh
[\

53.

prevent the Foreclosure. This action was dismissed under Rule 12(b)6 on October 6,
2017.

If you are in private practice, are you covered by malpractice insurance and, if so, how
long have you carried malpractice insurance? If applicable, have you ever been covered
by a tail policy? If so, please explain when you were covered by a tail policy. Also, if
applicable, indicate your coverage and deductible for your current malpractice policy. My
tail policy may be still in effect from my practice with the Steinberg Law Firm.

Have you ever, in South Carolina or any other jurisdiction, as a lawyer, judge, or other
professional, been sanctioned or disciplined for lawyer, judicial, or other professional
misconduct or has any jurisdiction found that you committed any misconduct? If so, give
the details and describe any final disposition. Include any and all confidential and public
sanction, discipline, or finding of misconduct of any kind.

[Yes and no responses are redacted for all candidates unless there is a public discipline.]

Have you ever been investigated by the Department of Social Services? If so, give the
details and the resolution. Has your name ever been enrolled on the Central Registry of
Child Abuse and Neglect? If so, give the details. None

Note: The flash drive with your application materiais contains (1) Section 2-19-70(c); (2)

JMSC Rule 24, and (3) informal opinions and letters concerning pledging prohibitions. with

which third parties acting on vour behalf, as well as you. must comply.

Have you directly or indirectly requested the pledge of any member of the General
Assembly as to your election for the position for which you are being screened or have you
been offered a conditional pledge of support by any legislator pending the outcome of your
screening? Have you received the assurance of any public official or public employee that
they will seek the pledge of any member of the General Assembly as to your election for the
position for which you are being screened? If so, give details. I have generally announced
my intention to become a candidate for the Circuit Court to colleagues as well as members
of the General Assembly but did not solicit, seek or accept a pledge of support.

Have you requested any third parties to contact members of the General Assembly on your
behalf before the final and formal screening report has been released? Describe the
campaigning you have done for this election and include a list of those individuals you have
asked to campaign on your behaif and, to the best of your knowledge, those who have
campaigned for you on their own initiative. No.

Are you familiar with the 48-hour rule, which prohibits a candidate from seeking pledges

until after the draft report becomes final, which occurs on the day and time specified on the
Commission’s published screening schedule? Yes.

11





54.

55.

56.

57.

Since submitting your letter of intent to become a candidate, have you or has anyone acting
on your behalf contacted any member of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission about
your candidacy or intention to become a candidate? If so, give details. No.

List the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of five (5) persons from whom you are
providing references.  Also, provide the Commission with original letters of
recommendation from each person listed herein, including their signature (preferably in

biue ink). The Commission will not accept a photocopy or electronic submission of a
letter of recommendation and failure to include all five (5) original letters of

recommendation in your packet when you submit it wiil render your packet incomplete.
Please do not have references mail your reference letters to the Commission directly.
You must return the five (5) original letters of recommendation to the Commission with
your application packet. — See Attachment “C”

(a) Steven Sabback
2900 North Main Street, Suite A
Moncks Corner, SC 29461
(843) 719-8888

(b) Harold Campbell
118 S. Goose Creek Blvd
Goose Creek, SC 29445
(843) 797-1500

(©) Sandra Stevens-Poirel
1125 E. Montague Ave
N. Charleston, SC 29406
(843) 744-0477

(d) Michael J. Engel, DMD
1318 Ashley River Road
Charleston, SC 29407
(843) 571-3560

(e) David P. Rogers, MD
1401 Main Street
Bonneau, SC 29431
(843) 825-3404

Are you active on or a member of a social media or Internet site or have you, to your
knowledge, been featured or depicted on a social media or Internet site, such as,
Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, etc.? If so, how would your use of social media or other
similar types of Internet sites be affected if you were serving in a judicial capacity? No

List all civic, charitable, educational, social, and fraternal organizations of which you are or
have been a member during the past five years and include any offices held in such a group,
any professional honors, awards, or other forms of recognition received and not listed
elsewhere.

(a) Goose Creek International Triathlon Club — member

12





58.

(b) St. James United Methodist Church — former Lay Leader; former Finance
Committee Chairman; former Trustee; Chairman of Administrative Council
(©) National Rifle Association — member

Provide any other information that may reflect positively or negatively on your candidacy,
or which you believe should be disclosed in connection with consideration of you for
nomination for the position you seek. This information may include how your life
experiences have affected or influenced the kind or type of judge you have been or plan to
be.

I have lived in Berkley County Since 1974 and graduated from Goose Creek High School,
Clemson University and University of South Carolina School of Law. I have practiced law
with The Steinberg Law Firm, LLP for more than thirty (30) years primarily out of the
Goose Creek office and later in a Summerville office.

I began my legal career as general practitioner and handled a variety of cases including but
not limited to domestic, criminal, probate, civil cases, high volume of real estate closing and
real estate litigation and personal bankruptcy cases.

I have tried cases Jury and Non-Jury in various Courts in Charleston, Berkeley and
Dorchester County Common Pleas, Family Court, General Sessions, Master-In-Equity,
Magistrate and Municipal Courts. 1 have handled almost ali manner of disputes in these
various Courts.

For the last years of my private practice, I focused primarily on personal injury litigation and
Social Security Disability.

[ presided over Criminal Jury Trials as a Municipal Judge for the City of Goose Creek from
2009 to 2014.

I served as Berkeley County Master-In-Equity primarily in Non-Jury matters that frequently
involved Pro Se Litigants during the extremely stressful Foreclosure process. I also have
been able to serve as a Special Circuit Court Judge and handle routine matters and have
accepted Guilty Pleas and Probation Revocations. As Associate Judge of the Berkeley
County Adult Drug Court, I interact on a weekly basis with participants and the Drug Court
Team.

My experience as a Master-In-Equity, Special Circuit Court Judge, Berkeley County Adult
Drug Court Judge and as Municipal Court Judge has provided me an insight into the
difficulties and enormous responsibilities which face every person serving on the Bench.

I believe that based upon my depth of experience as a practicing attorney, service as a
Criminal Court Judge, Master-In-Equity, a Special Circuit Court Judge and as Associate
Adult Drug Court Judge, I have the training, education and experience to effectively
perform the duties of a Circuit Court Judge. I believe that I would be apple to apply a
common sense and practical approach to the many duties of a Circuit Court Judge.
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YOUR SIGNATURE WILL BE HELD TO CONSTITUTE A WAIVER OF THE
CONFIDENTIALITY OF ANY PROCEEDING BEFORE A GRIEVANCE
COMMITTEE OR ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING YOUR CREDIT.

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT MY ANSWERS ARE TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF
MY KNOWLEDGE.

Signature:

Sworn to before me this day of , 2018.

(Notary Signature)

Pamala L. Hodge
(Notary Printed Name)

Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires: 07-29-2019
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AMENDMENT TO PERSONAL DATA QUESTIONNAIRE

Re: Dale E. Van Slambrook
Circuit Court 9th Circuit Seat 2
Original date of submission July 17, 2018

36. ltemize(by amount, type, and date all expenditures, other than those for travel and room and
board, made by you, or on your behalf in furtherance of your candidacy for the position you
seek. If you have spend over $100, have you reported your expenditures to the House and
Senate Ethics Committees?

Supplemental response: Yes, the following expenditures were reported as of November 5, 2018:

Date Amount Purpose
07-11-2018 $75.00 | Print cost
07-20-2018 $6.70 | Postage
07-25-2018 $46.53 | Federal Express
$5.63 | Envelopes
07-26-2018 $4.73 | Envelopes
07-30-2018 $30.46 | Postage
08-25-2018 $250.00 | Pamala Hodge — assistance with application
09-21-2018 $7.00 | Parking
10-12-2018 $8.00 | Parking
TOTAL $433.80

37. List the recipient and the amount of all contributions made by you, a member of you
immediate family, or by a business with whom you are associated, to members of the General
Assembly within the past four years.

Striking the original answer and replacing with the following: $500.00 to the Vincent Sheheen
gubernatorial campaign by my wife Dariene Van Slambrook.

ectfuylly submitted, ”/ X /‘ %

Dale E. Van Slambrook






JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION
Sworn Statement to be included in Transcript of Public Hear

Circuit Court
{(New Candidate)

Full Name: Dale E. Van Slambrook

Business Address: PO Box 609, Moncks Corner, SC 29461

Business Telephone: (843) 719-4437

8.

Why do you want to serve as a Circuit Court judge? I believe that based upon my
depth of experience as a practicing attorney, service as a Criminal Court Judge,
Master-In-Equity, a Special Circuit Court Judge and as Associate Adult Drug Court
Judge, I have the training, education and experience to effectively perform the duties
of a Circuit Court Judge. Further, based upon these same life and educational
experienced and my temperament, I believe that [ would be apple to apply a
common sense and practical approach to the many duties of a Circuit Court Judge.

Do you plan to serve your full term if elected? Yes
Do you have any plans to return to private practice one day? No

Have you met the Constitutional requirements for this position regarding age,
residence, and years of practice? Yes

What is your philosophy regarding ex parfe communications? Are there
circumstances under which you could envision ex parfe communications being
tolerated? Only under extreme emergency situations as allowed by the Rules or for
scheduling purposes only.

What is your philosophy on recusal, especially in situations in which
lawyer-legislators, former associates, or law partners are to appear before you? As a
former Associated or Law Partner, I would notify all parties and offer to recuse
myself. As to Lawyer-Legislators that would be a case by case basis.

If you disclosed something that had the appearance of bias, but you believed it
would not actually prejudice your impartiality, what deference would you give a
party that requested your recusal? Would you grant such a motion? I would likely
grant such Motion to avoid the appearance of any propriety.

How would you handle the appearance of impropriety because of the financial or
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

social involvement of your spouse or a close relative? I would likely recuse myself.

What standards would you set for yourself regarding the acceptance of gifts or social
hospitality? I would endeavor to not intentionally accept any gifts or social
hospitality from persons or entities that would likely or even possibly appear before
me.

How would you handle a situation in which you became aware of misconduct or
appearance of infirmity of a lawyer or of a fellow judge? Depending on the severity
of the misconduct, I would personally approach the offending person and notify
Court Administration, if necessary.

Are you a member of any organization or association that, by policy or practice,
prohibits or limits its membership on the basis of race, sex, religion, or national
origin? If so, please identify the entity and explain if this organization practices
invidious discrimination on any basis. None

Have you engaged in any fund-raising activities with any political, social,
community, or religious organizations? Please describe. I have been involved in
fund raising efforts for the Alzheimer’s Association. I limited acceptance of
donations to family and close friends.

Do you have any business activities that you would envision remaining involved
with if elected to the bench? None other than property rental.

If elected, how would you handle the drafting of orders? Routine matters, I would
prepare the Orders or provide instructions to the Clerk to draft the Order. In
complicated matters wherein both parties are represented, I would provide general
instructions to the prevailing party advising them to prepare a draft Order with
copies to the adverse party. Thereafter, I would finalize the Order myself.

If elected, what methods would you use to ensure that you and your staff meet
deadlines? Establish and monitor computer and paper calendaring systems.

What is your philosophy on “judicial activism,” and what effect should judges have
in setting or promoting public policy? I feel my role is to apply the existing laws
fairly, efficiently and in an unbiased manner. It would not be my role to create law
or to promote or create public policy from the Bench.

Canon 4 allows a judge to engage in activities to improve the law, legal system, and
administration of justice. If elected, what activities do you plan to undertake to
further this improvement of the legal system? Legal education by speaking at
Seminars and teaching to the lay persons and the Bar.

Do you feel that the pressure of serving as a judge would strain personal
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19.

20.

relationships (i.e. spouse, children, friends, or relatives)? How would you address
this? I do not anticipate that my service would strain any personal relationships.

The following list contains five categories of offenders that would perhaps regularly
appear in your court. Discuss your philosophy on sentencing for these classes of
offenders.

Repeat offenders:

Generally, each Criminal Defendant must be individually evaluated upon the
relevant facts surrounding the crime committed and the charges upon which
they were convicted or piead. The correiation between the present crime and
prior crimes would influence sentencing to the greatest degree. Repeat
violent offenders would likely require greater punishment as opposed to
repeat drug offenders who may benefit from the imposition of treatment or a
rehabilitation program. Ultimately, each sentence should be tailored to not
only the crime and the history but the potential for rehabilitation of the
individual Defendant.

Juveniles (that have been waived to the Circuit Court):

The likelihood of the imposition of treatment or a rehabilitation program
would likely be greater for juveniles. However, based upon the Defendant’s
exposure to the Criminal System as well as the effectiveness of prior
rehabilitative efforts may require more of a punishment approach to
sentencing.

White collar criminals:

A crime is no less serious because it may fall into the category of “White
collar” crime. However, if such crimes involved or require restitution the
ability of such a person to regain employment and therefore fund restitution
should also be considered.

Defendants with a socially and/or economically disadvantaged background:
Background, good or bad, is not and should not be a decisive factor in
fashioning or criminal sentence. However, the Court must be mindful of a
person’s ability to pay, ability to understand and the grasp the significance of
rehabilitative efforts as not to frustrate their intent.

Elderly defendants or those with some infirmity:

Longevity and health concerns are additional factors which must be added to
the factors for consideration in sentencing. If health or age restrictions
already impose limits on an elderly Defendant, Some lessor or more
restrictive punishment may have the same effect as a more stringent sentence
on a younger person.

Are you involved in any active investments from which you derive additional
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22,

23.

24.

25.

income that might impair your appearance of impartiality? No.

Would you hear a case where you or a member of your family held a de minimis
financial interest in a party involved? Not likely but would be evaluated on a case by
case basis.

Do you belong to any organizations that discriminate based on race, religion, or
gender? No.

Have you met the mandatory minimum hours requirement for continuing legal
education courses for the past reporting period? Yes.

What do you feel is the appropriate demeanor for a judge and when do these rules
apply? Courteous, calm and attentive. These rules would apply twenty-four (24)
hours a day, seven (7) days a week.

Do you feel that it is ever appropriate to be angry with a member of the public,
especially with a criminal defendant? Is anger ever appropriate in dealing with
attorneys or pro se litigants? [ cannot image a situation where it would be
appropriate to express anger at an attorney, litigant or Pro Se Litigant.

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ANSWERS TO THE ABOVE QUESTIONS ARE
TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.

Sworn to before me this day of, . 2018.

(Signature)

Pamala L. Hodge

(Print Name)
Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires: 07-29-2019
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JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION
PERSONAL DATA QUESTIONNAIRE

Court, Position, and Seat # for which you are applying: Circuit Court Judge, 9" Circuit Seat 2

1.

Name: Ms. Laura Campbell Waring

Name that you are known by if different from above
(Example: A Nickname): a/k/a Laura Waring Gruber

Are you currently serving in some capacity as a judge? no
(Includes Municipal, Magistrate, Etc.)

Home Address: [

Business Address: 473 Savannah Hwy. Charleston SC 29407

E-Mail Address: [
Telephone Number:  (home/cell) || EEGN

(office): (843)722-0311

Date of Birth: | N 1970

Place of Birth: Charleston, SC
Social Security Number:

Are you a citizen of South Carolina? yes
Have you been a resident of this state for at least the immediate past five years? yes

SCDL# or SCHD#:
Voter Registration Number:
Have you served in the military? No If so, give the dates, branch of service, highest rank

attained, serial number (if applicable), present status, and the character of your discharge or
release. Please provide a copy of your DD214 concerning your discharge.

Family Status: In the space below, (a) state whether you are single, married, widowed,
divorced, or separated; (b) if married, state the date of your marriage and your spouse’s full
name; (c) if you have ever been divorced or are in the process of obtaining a divorce, state
the date, name of the moving party, court, and grounds; and (d) state the names of your
children and their ages. If your children are old enough to work, include the occupation of
each child.

Married on May 10, 1997 to Robert Pruitt Gruber.

Never divorced, three children.





10.

List each college and law school you attended, including the dates of your attendance, the
degrees you received, and if you left an institution without receiving a degree, the reason for
your departure.

(a) University of South Carolina, South Carolina Honors College, 1989-1993 B.A. Cum
Laude
(b) University of South Carolina School of Law 1993-1996 J.D.

List the significant activities in which you took part during your attendance at law school.
Give the years you were involved in these activities and list any leadership positions you
held.

(a) Children’s Law Office Research Assistant/Law Clerk 1995-1996
(b) Richland County Guardian ad Litem Project Law Clerk 1995

(c) Administrative Law Clinic 1996

(d) Public Interest Law Society 1993-1996

(e) Volunteer Guardian ad Litem 1993-1996

List the states in which you have been admitted to practice law and the year of each
admission. Also list any states in which you took the bar exam but were never admitted to
the practice of law. Please indicate the number of times you took the exam in each state.

South Carolina- admitted in 1996 on first attempt at bar exam.

Describe chronologically, since graduation from law school, your legal experience. Please
include a list of all positions held in which you worked in a legal capacity. Describe the
general character of your practice and divide it into periods with dates if its character has
changed over the years. Please also describe the extent to which you were involved with the
administrative and financial management of each of these entities, including management of
trust accounts.

Justices/judges applying for re-election to their current position may omit Questions
11-17. If you are a judge seeking a judgeship different than your current position,

uestions 11-17 should be answered based on your experience prior to serving on the
bench.

(a) August 1996-Novermber 1996. Immediately following law school, and prior to bar
admission, I worked briefly as Associate Coordinator for the Charleston County
Guardian ad Litem Program, an arm of the Governor’s Office. My primary job was to
assist in case management, court preparation, and training of the volunteer Guardians ad
Litem in Charleston County.

(b) February 1997-July 2003. Attorney Richland County CASA (f/k/a Guardian as Litem
Project) After being sworn into the South Carolina Bar in November 1996 and upon
completion of Rule 403 experiences, I was employed as a contract attorney to try cases
involving termination of parental rights, which was under the Kellogg initiative which
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helped achieve permanent homes for children adrift in the foster care system. In addition
to trial work, I helped train volunteers before service and prepared them for court
appearances, insuring that their written reports met the statutory requirements. We
represented over one thousand abused and neglected children in our caseload, through
their GAL, in negotiations, court appearances, and in bench trials in the Family Court
with little, if any, formal discovery. These cases involved emergency hearings, removal
hearings on the merits, judicial review hearings, and termination of parental rights. By
statute, all emergency protective custody hearings were held within seventy-two hours.
Ninety-five percent of merits cases settled, and about five percent were tried. In several
of these cases, children were called as fact witnesses, and our role included preparing
children to testify, and when necessary, filing motions in limine. Ninety-five percent of
termination of parental rights cases were tried, of which, about five percent resulted in
appeal. Occasionally, we entered an appearance on appeal, as amicus, and [ was invited
to participate in oral argument several times at the Court of Appeals.

1997-2000. During my service as a Contract Attorney for CASA, [ also had a contract
with the University of Scuth Carolina, College of Social Work, Center for Child and
Family Studies, as a trainer for a statewide Technical Writing for Court Seminar, a two-
day intensive workshop for social workers to insure compliance with statutory
mandates. Social workers received continuing education credit for successful
participation in the seminar.

(d) 2001-2002. Senior Staff Attorney, Richland County CASA. As Senior Staff Attorney, |

(¢)

0]

was responsible for the coordination of staff attorneys, again, with a caseload over one
thousand, but with more cases being tried. We added three part-time attorneys to meet
the demand. As Senior Staff Attorney, in addition to managing the legal staff, my job
included representing CASA as 30 (b) (6) designee, participation in panel discussions
and child welfare conferences, and presenting to the Richland County Bar Association
on the role and responsibilities of the Guardian ad Litem, since the bar was receiving
unprecedented appointments for children without a lay volunteer GAL.

2002-2003. In 2002, after the birth of our first child, I became a Staff Attorney at
Richland County CASA and worked part time while preparing administrative
documents for uniform case management.

August 2003-Present. After relocating to Charleston, 1 entered private practice in general
civil litigation with Grimball & Cabaniss as an associate on a part-time basis. For the
first three years, my practice was aimost exclusively insurance defense, from preparation
of discovery to motions practice and trial. Within the first year, | received my own fiies
from insurance carriers. I received a defense verdict in my first personal injury jury trial
in summary court. I handled motions for summary judgment and motions to dismiss as
first chair.

As the needs of my firm increased in 2004, my status changed to salary-based, with
flexibility in my schedule to care for my growing family. I became approved panel
counsel for State Farm Fire and Casualty and handled a wide variety of personal injury
claims, from premises liability to libel and slander. I also assisted attorneys in
construction cases and appellate work but did not serve as first chair.





In 2006, I was first chair in a month-long jury trial involving several co-defendants and
two plaintiffs. That case was appealed, and I was first chair for our client in briefing and
at oral argument. We achieved a successful result for our client, a reduction from a jury
award of six million dollars in punitive damages and to zero, and a reduction in actual
damages from a double verdict of $248,000 to a single verdict of the same. That appeal
resulted in numerous referrals of private clients, both defendants and plaintiffs, and 1
began a niche practice in the area of libel and slander (for which I was invited to speak
at the 2013 Federal Courts Law Review Symposium on “Free Speech Issues in Election
Law™).

Around 2007, I began my practice in labor and employment law (although I have not
sought certification in this area). My clients have had diverse needs, from public
officials seeking retraction of slanderous material to negotiating a reasonable
accommodation under the Americans with Disabilities Act (now ADAAA) to a return to
work under modified exposure to a hostile co-worker, and many separation and release
agreements along the way. Each case has presented unique challenges, and many clients
have sent me letters of thanks after they found successful re-entry into the workforce in a
more suitable environment.

Around 2009-2010, many insurance defense firms saw a reduction in case assignment as
the economic downturn caused a reduction in contested claims. My practice had to shift
to match the needs of the market, and I have enjoyed a boutique practice in employment
law since then, with referrals from large firms within and outside of South Carolina.
This limited practice has been a blessing to my family, and I have had the flexibility of
choosing my cases to match my availability as I have met the needs of my children.
Now, with my youngest child entering middle school, this opportunity to serve as a
Circuit Court Judge comes at the perfect time.

11.  Please answer the following:

(a)

(b)

If you are a candidate for Family Court, please provide a brief written description of
your experience within each of the following Family Court practice areas: divorce
and equitable division of property, child custody, adoption, abuse and neglect, and
juvenile justice. Include information about cases you have handled in each of these
practice areas, or if you have not practiced in an area, describe how your background
and procedural knowledge has prepared you to preside over such matters as a Family
Court Judge. Please also indicate the frequency of your appearances before a Family
Court Judge within the past five years. N/A

If you are a candidate for Circuit Court, please provide a brief written description of
your experience in criminal matters, including any cases handled over the past five
years and include a brief description of the issues involved. Further, please provide
a brief written description of your experience in civil matters, including any cases
handled over the past five years and include a brief description of the types of
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matters handled, issues involved, and procedural history. Please include information
such as the primary areas in civil court in which you practice, whether you represent
plaintiffs or defendants, or both. You may go back further than five years if you feel
it would assist the Commission with its assessment of your experience. If you lack
experience in an area, describe how your background and procedural knowledge has
prepared you to preside over such matters as a Circuit Court Judge, or how you
would compensate for your lack of experience in this area. Please also indicate the
frequency of your appearances before a Circuit Court Judge within the past five
years.

Criminal Matters-

Although I do not practice in this area, I have had the experience of submitting
character affidavits for defendants in two guilty pleas and appearing as a
representative of a victim’s family in another instance, from trial to sentencing. By
viewing sentencing from both sides, I understand what each side of the courtroom is
experiencing, and I will never forget how well the presiding judges handled the
sensitivities of each matter--I am inspired to do the same.

Prior to my civil practice, I was involved in cases of child abuse and neglect. Many
of our family court matters had corresponding criminal cases, and we worked with
the solicitors and victim advocates to ensure that children were afforded the
opportunity to be heard in an age-appropriate manner which also comported with the
defendant’s right of confrontation.

Civil Matters-

My practice has shifted from mainly defense to mainly plaintiff’s cases for the last
five years, and these have resolved through mediation or pre-trial negotiations,
resulting in fewer court appearances than years past. Moreover, the bulk of my
plaintiff’s practice has been employment law, which is uniquely quiet, since both
sides risk harm to reputation by litigation. I have found that settlement of highly
personal matters at the administrative level allows businesses and employees to
recover their losses in a cooperative manner. Sometimes a legally based demand
letter or a request to cease and desist is worth far more to a client than having to
endure years of uncertainty and lack of income. Thus, my last five years of practice
have seen fewer litigated cases, and my clients have received the benefit. This list
does not include matters in which I served as associate counsel.

(a) (Not in suit) Negotiated Separation and Release for Client

(b) Minor Settlement for State Farm Insured

(c) (Not in suit) Resolved employment issues for Client

(d) Minor Settlement for State Farm Insured

(e) (Not in suit) Resolved age discrimination issues for Client

(f) (Not in suit) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
(& Administrative Relief for Client-Harassment Allegations

(h) Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured

) Death Settlement for State Farm Insured
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(Not in suit) Resolved Defamation Issues Public Official

Minor Settlement for State Farm Insured

(Not in suit) legal opinion for employee post termination

Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured

(Not in suit) Resolved Sexual Harassment issues for client

(Not in suit) Resolved wage hour claims for client

Minor Settlement for State Farm Insured

Minor Settlement for State Farm Insured

Cease and Desist for Client

Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured
Minor Settlement for State Farm Insured

(Not in suit) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured
Employment opinion for client

Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured

(Not in suit) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
(Not in suit) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
(Not in suit) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
Employment opinion for client

(Not in suit) Resolved wage hour claims for client

Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured
Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm insured
Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured
Employment opinion for client

Resolved Personal Injury Claims for Client

Employment/Safety Protocol Opinions for Client

Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured

(Not in suit) Resolved wage hour claims for client

(Not in suit) Resolved wage hour claims for client

Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured
Guardian ad Litem Immigration Matter

Employment opinion for Client

(Not in suit) legal opinion for employee post termination
Employment opinion for Client

Resolved Personal Injury Claims for Client

(Not in suit) Resolved wage hour claims for client

Minor Settlement for State Farm Insured

Employment opinion for Client

Employment opinion for Client

Resolved Employment/Tort Claims for Client

Employment opinion for Client

(Not in suit) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured, Dismissed
Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured

(Not in suit) Resolved wage hour claims for client

(Not in suit) Resolved wage hour claims for client





(ddd) Administrative Relief for client post-termination

(eee) Employment opinion for Client

(fth) Employment opinion for Client

(ggg) (In suit) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
(hhh) Employment opinion for Client

(iii) Employment opinion for Client

am Resolved Employment Claims for Client

(kkk) Employment opinion for Client

1)) Employment opinion for Client

(mmm) Resolved Employment Claims for Client

(nnn) Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured
{000) Referred out

(ppp) Guardian ad Litem Name Change

(qqq) Employment opinion for Client

(rrr) Resolved Employment Claims for Client

(sss) (Not in suit) Resolved wage hour claims for client

(ttt) Special Appearance for Referring Counsel

(uuu) Employment opinion for Client

{(vwv) Opinion for Client

(www) Resolved Employment Claims for Client

(xXxx) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client

(yyy) Resolved Employment/Tort Claims for Client

(zzz) Guardian ad Litem Name Change

(aaaa) Administrative Relief for client post-termination

(bbbb) Minor Settlement for State Farm Insured

(ceee) (In suit) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
(dddd) (Ongoing) Employment Claims

(eeee) Minor Settlement for State Farm Insured

(ffth) (Ongoing) Insurance Claim for Client

(ggge) Employment opinion for Client

(hhhh} Administrative Relief for client post-termination

(iiii) (Not in suit) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
Gii) (Ongoing) Employment Claims

(kkkk) Employment opinion for Client

(111i) (Ongoing) Personal Injury/Post Employment Claims

(mmm) (Ongoing) Personal Injury/Post Employment Claims

If you are a candidate for Master-In-Equity, please provide a brief written
description of your experience in the Master’s court, including any cases handled
over the past five years and include a brief description of the issues involved. Please
include the frequency of your appearances before a Master-In-Equity or a Circuit
Court Judge within the past five years. N/A





12.

13.

14.

15.

(d) If you are a candidate for Administrative Law Court, please provide a brief written
description of your experience before an Administrative Law Judge, including any
issues discussed and the frequency of your appearances before the Administrative
Law or Circuit Court within the past five years. N/A

What was the frequency of your court appearances during the past five years or in the five

years prior to your election to the bench?

(a) federal: Almost all my cases in Federal Court were disposed of before their
scheduling orders had expired, and none of these have required oral argument of
motions. The requirement of mediation has likewise lessened the trend in trials in
Federal Court, as well as the exhaustion of administrative remedies prior to filing
suit.

(b) state: Few of my recent cases in State Court have required litigation, but I have
appeared in court for minor settlements and appointed cases.

What percentage of your practice involved civil, criminal, domestic, and other matters
during the past five years or in the five years prior to your election to the bench?

(a) civil: 90%

(b) criminal: 0%

(c) domestic: 5% Guardian ad Litem name changes and appointed DSS cases

(d) other: 5 % Guardian ad Litem in immigration matters

What percentage of your practice in trial court during the past five years or in the five years
prior to your election to the bench involved matters that went to a jury, including those that
settled prior to trial?

(a) jury: less than 5%

(b) non-jury: less than 5%

Did you most often serve as sole counsel, chief counsel, or associate counsel in these
matters? Sole counsel

List five of the most significant litigated matters you have personally handled in either trial

or appellate court or before a state or federal agency. Give citations if the cases were

reported and describe why these matters were significant.

(a) Caddy v. Belfair SCDC, Beaufort Div. 2:17-cv-01153 PMD-MGB Settled
This matter was settled during discovery, before enormous legal expenses had
accrued. The allegations involved sensitive and novel issues which required sharp
legal research on both sides, and an amicable solution was reached.

(b) Komara v. Siemens SCDC, Charleston Div. 2:15-cv-04522 PMD-MGB Settled
This matter was settled in mediation, with difficult facts and challenging issues of
law under the FMLA. While the terms of settlement are not public, it was an
amicable resolution of a hard-fought battie on both sides which could have resulted
in protracted litigation. Opposing counsel and I handled these issues with utmost
civility and with the focus remaining squarely on the needs of our clients.

(c¢) (Conciliation Agreement) Doe v. Defendant (EEOC Greenville Div.) 2011-2014 Settled






16.

17.

This matter involved a former employee who had both age and disability
discrimination claims against her former employer after decades of excellent work.
After a lengthy investigation, the EEOC found in favor of our client, and we
negotiated a favorable settlement at the Conciliation Conference.

(d) Woods v. Boeing SCDC 2:13-cv-02592 RMG-BHH Summary Judgment for Defendant
Although the Magistrate recommended that Defendant’s Motion for Summary
Judgment be denied, the District Court granted Summary Judgment in favor of
Boeing, which was a hard-fought battie on both sides. Despite the enormity of
resources of our opposition, we zealously pursued the cause of a former employee
under extraordinarily complex law (Americans with Disabilities Act as Amended
and AIR 21 and FAA Administrative Proceedings) and counterclaims. While we did
not prevail, | can say that that [ managed to withstand the pressure of taking on a
Goliath and almost defeated our opponent’s Motion for Summary Judgment.

(f) Erickson v. Weaver et al Memorandum Opinion No. 2010-MO-006 (Unpublished)

This was a ten-year case which still holds the record for the longest trial in the
Charleston County Courthouse, where after one month, the jury returned a verdict
for the Plaintiff with millions of dollars in punitive damages and a double verdict of
actual damages. After an appeal to the South Carolina Supreme Court, we achieved
a successful result for our defendant, with punitive damages vacated and reducing
the double award of actual damages to a single award of $248,000.00 which was
applied to all co-defendants.

List up to five civil appeals you have personally handled. Give the case name, the court, the

date of decision, and the citation if the case was reported.

(a) Erickson v Winner et al, Supreme Court of South Carolina, Filed March 1, 2010,
Opinion No. 2010-MO-006 (Unpubiished) (first chair on Weaver brief and
argument)

(b) Miller v Aiken Supreme Court of South Carolina, Filed May 02, 2005 Opinion No.
25976. (assisted in drafting brief-certified question-the Court adopted the argument I
drafted)

(c) S. C. Department of Social Services, v. Parker, et al Court of Appeals of South Carolina,
Filed June 21, 1999 Opinion No. 3014 (case decided on brief without oral argument,
I wrote brief on behalf of Guardian ad Litem)

(d)
)

List up to five criminal appeals you have personally handled. Give the case name, the court,
the date of decision and the citation if the case was reported. N/A

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)





18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

Have you ever held judicial office? If so, list the periods of your service, the courts
involved, and whether you were elected or appointed. Describe the jurisdiction of each of
the courts and note any limitations on the jurisdiction of each court. N/A

If the answer to question 18 is yes, describe or list five of your most significant orders or
opinions and give the citations if they were reported. Also list citations to any appellate
review of these orders or opinions. N/A

@

(b)

(c)

(d)

©

List all courts in which you have been admitted to practice and list the dates of your
admission. Give the same information for administrative bodies that require a special
admission to practice.

(a) South Carolina, 1996;
(b) US District Court for the District of South Carolina, 2003.

Have you taught law-related courses or lectured at bar association conferences, educational
institutions, or continuing legal or judicial education programs? If so, briefly describe each
course or lecture.

(a) I taught a statewide two-day seminar “Technical Writing for Court” from 1997-2000

(b) I lectured at the Children’s Law Office “Representing Guardians ad Litem” 2000

(c) I lectured at Richland County Bar Association Ethics CLE “How to Handle Court
Appointments” November 2001

(d) I was a panelist for the Children’s Law Office Volunteer Guardian ad Litem Statewide
Conference 2002

(e) I was a panelist of Federal Courts Law Review Annual Symposium “Election Law in
the Federal Courts” regarding “Free Speech Issues in Election Law™ 2013

(f) 1 was a guest panelist for an ethics CLE sponsored by Young Clement Rivers LLC and
presented at various venues including the Worker’s Compensation Annual Conference
2016-2017, which was available for Substance Abuse and Mental Health credits

(g) I was a guest judge at the Charleston School of Law, Trial Advocacy Course 2018

Provide, as a separate attachment, your continuing legal or judicial education report from
the past five years.

(See Attached)

List all published books and articles you have written and give citations and the dates of
publication for each.

(unsure of date or if published) Federal Courts Law Review Annual Symposium
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Charleston Mercury “The First Amendment is Not Dead-It’s Frozen™ (Copy Attached)

Please fumish as a separate attachment, two examples of legal articles, briefs, orders, or
other legal writings for which you can claim sole or primary authorship. If you cannot claim
sole authorship, please explain the extent to which you are the primary author, to include a
description of the other authors and their contributions. The writing samples are for the
Commission’s use only and will not be published. (If you are a judge and are not seeking a

different type of judgeship, this question is inapplicable.)
(See Attached)

What is your rating or membership status, if any, by any legal rating organization, such as,
Best Lawyers, Chambers, Legal 500, Martindale-Hubbell,. Who’s Who Legal, Super
Lawyers, Million Dollar Advocates Forum, etc.? If you are currently a member of the
judiciary, list your last available rating, if any.

Martindale-Hubbell Rating B-V

List all bar associations and professional organizations of which you are a member and give
the titles and dates of any offices you have held in such groups.
(a) South Carolina Bar (1997-present)
Children’s Committee-Chairman, Child Protective Services Committee (2002)
(b) Charleston County Bar Association (2003-present)
(c) Richland County Bar Association (1997-2003)
(d) Federal Bar Association (2005-2007)
(e) American Bar Association (1997-2000)

Have you ever held public office other than judicial office? If so, list the periods of your
service, the office or offices involved, and whether you were elected or appointed. Also,
state whether or not you have timely filed your report with the State Ethics Commission
during the period you held public office. If not, were you ever subject to a penalty? If so,
give details, including dates. N/A

For sitting or former judges, list all employment you had while serving as a judge (whether
full-time or part-time, contractual or at will, consulting or otherwise) other than elected
judicial office. Specify your dates of employment, employer, major job responsibilities, and
supervisor. N/A

Have you ever been an unsuccessful candidate for elective, judicial, or other public office?
If so, give details, including dates. N/A
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30.

31.

32.

33.

Have you ever been engaged in any occupation, business, or profession other than the
practice of law, teaching of law, or holding judicial or other public office? If so, give
details, including a description of your occupation, business, or profession, the dates of your
employment, and the name of your business or employer.

[ was licensed as a Spin Instructor and taught weekly spin classes for payment at East Shore
Fitness, a local fitness club from 2008-2010.

My husband and I have recently started a small family business called Peregrination LLC,
which produces travel and educational videos. My role is minimal, as a creative and artistic
producer.

Are you now an officer or director or involved in the management of any business
enterprise? Explain the nature of the business, your duties, and the term of your service.

My husband and [ have recently started a small family business called Peregrination LLC,
which produces travel and educational videos. My role is minimal, as a creative and artistic
producer.

- Are you now or have you ever been employed as a “lobbyist,” as defined by S.C. Code § 2-

17-10(13), or have you acted in the capacity of a “lobbyist’s principal,” as defined by S.C.
Code § 2-17-10(14)? If so, give the dates of your employment or activity in such capacity
and specify by whom you were directed or employed. N/A

Provide, as a separate attachment, a complete, current financial net worth statement that

itemizes in detail:

(a the identity and value of all financial assets held, directly or indirectly, including, but
not limited to, bank accounts, real estate, securities, trusts, investments, and other
financial holdings; and

(b)  the identity and amount of each liability owed, directly or indirectly, which is in
excess of $1,000, including, but not limited to, debts, mortgages, loans, and other
financial obligations.

(A net worth statement form is provided with this questionnaire and you must use this
format for submission of your financial statement.)

A complete, current financial net worth statement was provided to the Commission.

NOTE: The Commission may require written confirmation that financial obligations have
been satisfied or that the parties have agreed upon a2 payment schedule.

34.

Has a tax lien or other collection procedure ever been instituted against you by federal, state,
or local authorities? No Have you ever defaulted on a student loan? No Have you ever filed
for bankruptcy? If so, give details.
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35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

No

Since filing with the Commission your letter of intent to run for judicial office, have you
accepted lodging, transportation, entertainment, food, meals, beverages, money, or any other
thing of value as defined by S.C. Code § 2-17-10(1) from a lobbyist or lobbyist’s principal?
If so, please specify the item or items you received, the date of receipt, and the lobbyist or
lobbyist’s principal involved.

No

Itemize (by amount, type, and date) all expenditures, other than those for travel and room
and board, made by you, or on your behalf in furtherance of your candidacy for the position
you seek. If you have spent over $100, have you reported your expenditures to the House
and Senate Ethics Committees?

De minimis expenses of printing and postage for application.

List the recipient and amount of all contributions made by you, a member of your immediate
family, or by a business with whom you are associated, to members of the General
Assembly within the past four years.

N/A

Have you or has anyone acting on your behalf solicited or collected funds to aid in the
promotion of your candidacy? If so, please specify the amount, solicitor, donor, and date of
the solicitation.

No
Describe any financial arrangements or business relationships you have, or have had in the

past, that could constitute or result in a possible conflict of interest in the position you seek
or currently hold. Explain how you would resolve any potential conflict of interest.

My family has ties to Evening Post Industries and the Charleston Mercury. 1 would recuse
myself from cases involving those two entities and/or their subsidiaries.

Describe any interest you or a member of your immediate family has in real property:

(a) in which there is a potential conflict of interest with your involvement in a South
Carolina state or local public agency;

®) in which there have been public improvements of $200 or that adjoins property in
which there have been public improvements of $200; or

©) which was sold, leased, or rented to a state or local public agency in South Carolina.

N/A
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41.

42,

43,

44.

List the interest you hold and the value and location of the property. Identify as applicable

the:

(a) nature of any potential conflict of interest;

(b) nature and value of any public improvements; and

(c) South Carolina state or local public agency which purchased or is leasing or renting
such property.

Attach a copy of any contract or agreement.

N/A

Identify any personal property interest you or a member of your immediate family sold,
leased, or rented to a South Carolina state or local public agency. Identify the property, its
amount or value, and the name of the agency. Attach a copy of any contract or agreement.

N/A

For sitting judges, if you currently hold an interest in stock or other securities or have held
such an interest, list each stock you currently own or owned during the prior calendar year.
If you prefer, you may attach broker or account records containing the requested
information instead of listing it here.

N/A

For sitting judges, have you ever accepted anything of value from an attorney or litigant in a
matter currently or previously before you or your court? If so, please give the details,
including the name of the attorney or litigant and the thing of value you received.

N/A

For sitting judges, have you used the services of your staff, for which you did not pay, while
campaigning for this office?

N/A

Have you ever been arrested, charged, or held by federal, state, or other law enforcement
authorities for violation or for suspicion of violation of any federal law or regulation, state
law or regulation, or county or municipal law, regulation, or ordinance, or any other law,
including another country’s law? If so, give details but do not include traffic violations
which are subject to a penalty of $125 or less. You must include any and all arrests,
including, but not limited to, offenses for driving under the influence or similar traffic
offenses. Include all arrests that resulted in expungement, which will be redacted. If you
have questions regarding whether to include an offense, please contact the Commission.

[All answers have been received and considered by the Commission, and as noted above,
any expunged matters are redacted from the record.]
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46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

Have you, to your knowledge, ever been under federal, state, or local investigation for
possible violation of a criminal statute? If yes, explain.

No.

Have you ever been sued by a client? Have you ever been a named party (personally or
professionally) in or had a pecuniary interest in any civil or criminal proceedings? If so,
give details, including, but not limited to, dates, and resolutions.

No

If you are in private practice, are you covered by malpractice insurance and, if so, how
long have you carried malpractice insurance? If applicable, have you ever been covered
by a tail policy? If so, please explain when you were covered by a tail policy. Also, if
applicable, indicate your coverage and deductible for your current malpractice policy.

I have been covered by our law firm’s malpractice insurance since I joined the firm in
2003 and coverage has not been triggered.

Have you ever, in South Carolina or any other jurisdiction, as a lawyer, judge, or other
professional, been sanctioned or disciplined for lawyer, judicial, or other professional
misconduct or has any jurisdiction found that you committed any misconduct? If so, give
the details and describe any final disposition. Include any and all confidential and public
sanction, discipline, or finding of misconduct of any kind.

[Yes and no responses are redacted for all candidates unless there is a public discipline.]

Have you ever been investigated by the Department of Social Services? If so, give the
details and the resolution. Has your name ever been enrolled on the Central Registry of
Child Abuse and Neglect? If so, give the details.

No

Note: The flash drive with your application materials contains (1) Section 2-12-70(c);

(2) JMSC Rule 24, and (3) informal opinions and letters concerning pledging
prohibitions, with which third parties acting on your behalf. as well as you, must
comply.

Have you directly or indirectly requested the pledge of any member of the General
Assembly as to your election for the position for which you are being screened or have you
been offered a conditional pledge of support by any legislator pending the outcome of your
screening? Have you received the assurance of any public official or public employee that
they will seek the pledge of any member of the General Assembly as to your election for the
position for which you are being screened? If so, give details.

No
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52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

Have you requested any third parties to contact members of the General Assembly on your
behalf before the final and formal screening report has been released? Describe the
campaigning you have done for this election and include a list of those individuals you have
asked to campaign on your behalf and, to the best of your knowledge, those who have
campaigned for you on their own initiative.

No

Are you familiar with the 48-hour rule, which prohibits a candidate from seeking pledges
until after the draft report becomes final, which occurs on the day and time specified on the
Commission’s published screening schedule?

Yes

Since submitting your letter of intent to become a candidate, have you or has anyone acting
on your behalf contacted any member of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission about
your candidacy or intention to become a candidate? If so, give details.

No

List the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of five (5) persons from whom you are
providing references.  Also, provide the Commission with original letters of
recommendation from each person listed herein, including their signature (preferably in
blue ink). The Cemmission will not accept a photocopy or electronic submission of a
letter of recommendation and faiiure to include all five (5) original letters of
recommendation _in_your packet when you submit it will render vour packet
incomplete. Please do not have references mail your reference letters to the Commission
directly. You must return the five (5) original letters of recommendation to the
Commission with your application packet.

(a) Carol B. Ervin, Young Clement Rivers, LLC
25 Calhoun St., PO Box 993, Charleston SC 29402 (843) 724-6653
(b) Henry W. Frampton IV, Gordon & Rees, Scully Mansukhani
40 Calhoun St. Suite 350, Charleston SC 29401 (843) 714-2503
(c) Michael J. Ferri, Grimball & Cabaniss, LLC
473 Savannah Hwy, Charleston SC 29407 (843) 722-0311
(d) David H. Maybank, Jr. Maybank & Owings, LLC
P.O. Box 80669, Charleston SC 29416 (843) 819-7075
(e) Amanda K. Dudgeon, Chandler & Dudgeon, LLC
PO Box 547, Charleston SC 29402 (843) 577-5412

Are you active on or a member of a social media or Internet site or have you, to your
knowledge, been featured or depicted on a social media or Internet site, such as,
Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, etc.? If so, how would your use of social media or other
similar types of Internet sites be affected if you were serving in a judicial capacity?

My law firm internet site features my photograph. I am on LinkedIn with my professional
profile, but 1 do not use for personal purposes. My photograph is featured as an alumni
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57.

58.

member of LCHR, a roller derby team. My family has a website Peregrinationllc.com for
our travel blogs and photos, and my husband and children use Facebook and Instagram in
which they have posted photos of me. My incidental inclusion in family photos should
not pose problems, but my family is instructed to be careful in all social media endeavors,
as appearances can be misconstrued.

List all civic, charitable, educational, social, and fraternal organizations of which you are or
have been a member during the past five years and include any offices held in such a group,
any professional honors, awards, or other forms of recognition received and not listed
elsewhere.

(a) Vestry Member St. Michael’s Church, Anglican, 2017-Present
Strategic Planning Committee, Team Leader Family Service, Assistant Teacher
Confirmation Class, Sunday School Volunteer Teacher

(b) Charleston Museum Board of Trustees, 2012-2018
Strategic Planning Committee
FANS of the Charleston Museum
Co-Chairman 2015-2017
Fundraising efforts helped the Charleston Museum with important capital
campaigns, including the rebuilding of the courtyard and the renovation of the
Bunting Natural History Galiery

(c) Charleston City Ballet Company Board of Trustees, Charter Member 2012-2016
Spearheaded fundraising and board recruitment efforts which culminated in
successful Piccolo Spoleto productions for several years

(d) St. Andrew’s School of Math and Science PTA President 2010-2012
With a student population of 755, of whom half are free or reduced lunch recipients,
our PTA organized public awareness campaign for Penny Sales Tax Referendum
which resulted in grassroots support and ultimate voter approval—our school was
rebuilt and our community has rebuilt several schools under this funding project.

Other memberships and honors:

Berkman Center for Internet & Scciety at Harvard University, the online Media
Network, Colonial Dames, Carolina Assembly, Delta Delta Delta, Omicron Delta
Kappa, Alpha Lambda Delta, Gamma Beta Phi, Golden Key National Honor
Society, Carolinian Society, Who’s Who Among Students in American Colleges and
Universities, Mortar Board Graduate Fellowship, Outstanding Senior Award

Provide any other information that may reflect positively or negatively on your candidacy,
or which you believe should be disclosed in connection with consideration of you for
nomination for the position you seek. This information may include how your life

experiences have affected or influenced the kind or type of judge you have been or plan to
be.
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To whom much is given, much is expected. While I have been given the opportunities and
privileges of a great education and supportive family, [ have never lost sight of how
important it is to reach out beyond my comfort zone. In my legal practice, I have seen the
horrors of child abuse and neglect, but I have implemented better systems for advocacy and
better practices for those who represent children.

In private practice, my clients have ranged from corporations to hourly employees, and I can
honestly say [ have treated each client’s case with the attention it deserves regardless of the
amount of the fee agreement. Some of my greatest successes are the stories that will never
be written in the county bar verdict reports—employees who returned to their pre-
termination positions, companies who have implemented safer practices, public officials
who regained credibility after being defamed, and the countless insureds whose lives were
returned to normal upon the resolution of lawsuits. I treasure the numerous thank you notes [
have received from my clients as hallmarks of success.

By representing both defendants and plaintiffs, [ have the unique perspective of seeing both
sides of litigation. My ability to “cut to the chase” has saved both plaintiffs and defendants
time and money, but when litigation is warranted, [ have never shied away from a challenge,
no matter how formidable the opponent. Because of my faith, my self-worth is not based
upon my accomplishments but what has been instilled through worship and spiritual grace.

My professional career has brought years of learned wisdom and skill, but my fairness and
even temperament have been present since childhood. Those essential traits set me apart
from my peers and make me best suited for this position. I look forward to the opportunity
to stand for any questions the Commission may have for me, and I thank you all for your
service.

YOUR SIGNATURE WILL BE HELD TO CONSTITUTE A WAIVER OF THE
CONFIDENTIALITY OF ANY PROCEEDING BEFORE A GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE OR
ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING YOUR CREDIT.

T HEREBY CERTIFY THAT MY ANSWERS ARE TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF
MY KNOWLEDGE.

Signature:

Sworn to before me this day of , 2018.

(Notary Signature)

(Notary Printed Name)
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Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires:
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Ms. Laura Campbell Waring
Candidate for Circuit Court Judge, 9™ Circuit, Seat 2
Amendment to Personal Data Questionnaire

Originally Submitted July 18, 2018

Question Number 1

Please amend Business Address to:
1180 Sam Rittenberg Blvd., Suite 120, Charleston SC 29407
(P.O. Box 31358, Charleston, SC 29417)

Question Number 11

(b)

If you are a candidate for Circuit Court, please provide a brief written description of
your experience in criminal matters, including any cases handled over the past five
years and include a brief description of the issues involved. Further, please provide
a brief written description of your experience in civil matters, including any cases
handled over the past five years and include a brief description of the types of
matters handled, issues involved, and procedural history. Please include information
such as the primary areas in civil court in which you practice, whether you represent
plaintiffs or defendants, or both. You may go back further than five years if you feel
it would assist the Commission with its assessment of your experience. If you lack
experience in an area, describe how your background and procedural knowledge has
prepared you to preside over such matters as a Circuit Court Judge, or how you
would compensate for your lack of experience in this area. Please also indicate the
frequency of your appearances before a Circuit Court Judge within the past five
years.

Criminal Matters-
STRIKE PREVIOUS ANSWER

REPLACE WITH:

Although I do not practice in criminal law, my background in civil litigation and
family court has provided me a wealth of transferable skill and knowledge to preside
over such matters. Having tried cases for over two decades, I have handled
numerous evidentiary hearings in civil matters which are substantially similar to
those in criminal practice. For example, as Attorney for the Guardian ad Litem in the

- family court, in child abuse and neglect cases, I attended and participated in several

hundred probable cause hearings (by statute, Emergency Protective Custody





hearings were required to be held within 72 hours). I also filed and argued several
Motions in Limine, such as motions to exclude evidence of a child victim’s sexual
history under the Rape Shield Law. We routinely coordinated with the Solicitor’s
office to prepare children as witnesses within the constitutional guarantees of the
Sixth Amendment to preserve the defendant’s right of confrontation. We negotiated
“Use Immunity” Findings, which are essentially the same standard as an Alford plea.
In civil matters, I have handled character evidence and prior bad acts under SCRE
404, which will prepare me to perform a fair analysis in Lyle hearings. I have
regularly dealt with hearsay and its exceptions, and I have handled impeachment
evidence and motions to compel production. I have even filed one motion to
suppress evidence under the Federal Wiretapping Statute. No matter whether I am
sitting in General Sessions or Common Pleas, I will not lose sight that the trial court
is afforded much deference, and that as the gatekeeper, I will draw on my twenty-
two years of practice and discernment to make the right decision.

Additionally, I have had actual courtroom experience in (3) general sessions matters
in the last ten years. I have given testimony in one instance and an affidavit in
another, on behalf of the defense, and I was present for the guilty plea and
sentencing of each. I was also unfortunately a member of the victim’s family in one
high profile murder case, where I had the opportunity to observe the trial and
sentencing. Yet, in each of these experiences, I was impressed with the manner in
which the presiding judges balanced the interests and sensitivities of both sides of
the courtroom, and I aspire to do the same.

Civil Matters-

My practice has shifted from mainly defense to mainly plaintiff’s cases for the last
five years, and these have resolved through mediation or pre-trial negotiations,
resulting in fewer court appearances than years past. Moreover, the bulk of my
plaintiff’s practice has been employment law, which is uniquely quiet, since both
sides risk harm to reputation by litigation. I have found that settlement of highly
personal matters at the administrative level allows businesses and employees to
recover their losses in a cooperative manner. Sometimes a legally based demand
letter or a request to cease and desist is worth far more to a client than having to
endure years of uncertainty and lack of income. Thus, my last five years of practice
have seen fewer litigated cases, and my clients have received the benefit. This list
does not include matters in which I served as associate counsel.

STRIKE ORIGINAL ANSWER





REPLACE WITH:

(Not in suit) Negotiated Separation and Release for Client

Minor Settlement for State Farm Insured

(Not in suit) Resolved employment issues for Client

Minor Settlement for State Farm Insured

(Not in suit) Resolved age discrimination issues for Client

(Not in suit) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
Administrative Relief for Client-Harassment Allegations

Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured
Death Settlement for State Farm Insured

(Not in suit) Resolved Defamation Issues Public Official

Minor Settlement for State Farm Insured

(Not in suit) legal opinion for employee post termination

Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured

(Not in suit) Resolved Sexual Harassment issues for client

(Not in suit) Resolved wage hour claims for client

Minor Settlement for State Farm Insured

Minor Settlement for State Farm Insured

Cease and Desist for Client

Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured
Minor Settlement for State Farm Insured

(Not in suit) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured
Employment opinion for client

Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured

(Not in suit) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
(Not in suit) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
(Not in suit) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
Employment opinionfor client

Resolved wage hour claims for client

Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured
Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured
Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm nsured
Employment opinion for client

Resolved Personal Injury Claims for Client

Employment/Safety Protocol Opinions for Client

Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured

(Not in suit) Resolved wage hour claims for client

(Not in suit) Resolved wage hour claims for client

Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured
Guardian ad Litem Immigration Matter

Employment opinion for Client

(Not in suit) legal opinion for employee post termination
Employment opinion for Client





Resolved Personal Injury Claims for Client

(Not in suit) Resolved wage hour claims for client

Minor Settlement for State Farm Insured

Employment opinion for Client

Employment opinion for Client

Resolved Employment/Tort Claims for Client

Employment opinion for Client

(Not in suit) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm insured, Dismissed
Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured
(Not in suit) Resolved wage hour claims for client

(Not in suit) Resolved wage hour claims for client
Administrative Relief for client post-termination

Employment opinion for Client

Employment opinion for Client

(In suit) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
Employment opinion for Client

Employment opinion for Client

Resolved Employment Claims for Client

Employment opinion for Client

Employment opinion for Client

Resolved Employment Claims for Client

Resolved Personal Injury Defense Claim for State Farm Insured
Guardian ad Litem Name Change

Employment opinion for Client

Resolved Employment Claims for Client

(Not in suit) Resolved wage hour claims for client

Special Appearance for Referring Counsel

Employment opinion for Client

Opinion for Client

Resolved Employment Claims for Client

Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
Resolved Employment/Tort Claims for Client

Guardian ad Litem Name Change

Administrative Relief for client posi-termination

Minor Settlement for State Farm Insured

(In suit) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
(Ongoing) Employment Claims

Minor Settlement for State Farm Insured

(Ongoing) Insurance Claim for Client

Employment opinion for Client

Administrative Relief for client post-termination

(Not in suit) Negotiated Separation and Release Agreement for Client
(Ongoing) Employment Claims

Employment opinion for Client

(Ongoing) Personal Injury/Post Employment Claims





= Personal Injury/Post Employment Claims

Question Number 15

List five of the most significant litigated matters you have personally handled in either trial
or appellate court or before a state or federal agency. Give citations if the cases were
reported and describe why these matters were significant.

STRIKE ORIGINAL:
REPLACE WITH:

() Caddy v. Belfair SCDC, Beaufort Div. 9:17-cv-01153 PMD-MGB Settled
This employment matter was settled during discovery, before enormous legal
expenses had accrued. The allegations involved sexual harassment with not only
sensitive but also novel issues which required sharp legal research on both sides, and
an amicable solution was reached.

Question Number 39

Describe any financial arrangements or business relationships you have, or have had in the
past, that could constitute or result in a possible conflict of interest in the position you seek
or currently hold. Explain how you would resolve any potential conflict of interest.

My family has ties to Evening Post Industries and the Charleston Mercury. I would recuse
myself from cases involving those two entities and/or their subsidiaries.

ADD:

In addition, my family has ties to Carolina Financial Corp. which may constitute a possible
conflict of interest. My husband is a member of Young Clement Rivers, LLC, and I have
disclosed the same on my statement of economic interests. Moreover, if seated, I will need
to resign from my present employer, the law firm of Grimball and Cabaniss LL.C, and I will
recuse myself from any matters in which I was involved or may have acquired special
knowledge by virtue my position.

Question Number 57

List all civic, charitable, educational, social, and fraternal organizations of which you are or
have been a member during the past five years and include any offices held in such a group,





Signature;

Octobe

any professional honors, awards, or other forms of recognition received and not listed
elsewhere. T

For clarification please amend dates as follows:
(b) Charleston Museum Board of Trustees, Member 2012-Jan 2018
Member, Strategic Planning Committee
FANS of the Charleston Museum 2010-present
Co-Chairman 2015-2017
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Circuit Court
(New Candidate)

Full Name: Laura Campbell Waring
Business Address: 473 Savannah Hwy., Charleston, SC 29407

Business Telephone: (843) 722-0311

1. Why do you want to serve as a Circuit Court judge?

| believe my tact, demeanor, intelligence, and fairness will serve my
community well and that my discernment will represent to my
community the best that the legal system has to offer. My adult life
has been steeped in public service, as has been a family tradition, but
my sense of fairness has been present since childhood. | may not
always do what is popular, but | believe | do what is right after
weighing the merits of all sides of an issue.

2. Do you plan to serve your full term if elected?
Yes, | would serve my full term and, if allowed, would serve as long as

needed. | do not have any current plans to serve in another capacity or
seek an appellate position.

w

Do you have any plans to return to private practice one day?

| do not have any current plans to return to private practice, but | would
not foreclose the possibility using my skills to become a mediator later
in life.

4, Have you met the Constitutional requirements for this position
regarding age, residence, and years of practice?

| have met and exceeded all of these requirements.
5. What is your philosophy regarding ex parte communications? Are there

circumstances under which you could envision ex parte communications
being tolerated?
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The Code of Judicial Conduct and Code of Professional Conduct are
very clear on ex parte communications, so | would not deviate from
them. Thus, my only philesophy regarding ex parfe communications is
to follow the well-established rules, and to the limited extent that these
rules allow for ex parte communications, in Canon 3 (B){(7), | would
tolerate only those which are specifically excepted by the Rules, and
even then, with the utmost of caution.

6. What is your philosophy on recusal, especially in situations in which
lawyer-legisiators, former associates, or law partners are to appear
before you?

My philosophy is to abide by the Judicial Canons which direct squarely
on point:

I will discharge my administrative responsibilities without bias or
prejudice and maintain professional competence in judicial
administration, and | will cooperate with other judges and court officials
in the administration of court business.

I will require staff, court officials and others subject to my direction and
control to observe the standards of fidelity and diligence that apply to
me and to refrain from manifesting bias or prejudice in the performance
of my official duties.

Thus, | will afford to lawyer-legislators the same courtesies as all other
lawyers who appear before me, and their status will not present any
bias or prejudice in and of itself.

Regarding recusal, | will abide by the Canons and ensure that even an
appearance of impropriety is avoided, thus | will disqualify myself in a
proceeding in which my impartiality might reasonably be questioned,
including but not limited to:

Instances where | have personal bias or prejudice concerning a party or
a party's lawyer, or personal knowledge of disputed evidentiary facts
concerning the proceeding; where | served as a lawyer in the matter in
controversy, or a lawyer with whom | previously practiced law served
during such association as a lawyer concerning the matter, or if | have
been a material witness concerning it; or if | know, individually or as a
fiduciary, or my husband, mother or children, or any other member of
the my family residing in my household, has an economic interest in the
subject matter in controversy or in a party to the proceeding or has any
other more than de minimis interest that could be substantially affected
by the proceeding; and where my husband or |, or a person within the
third degree of relationship to either of us, or the spouse of such a
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person: is a party to the proceeding, or an officer, director or trustee of
a party; is acting as a lawyer in the proceeding; is known by me to have
a more than de minimis interest that could be substantially affected by
the proceeding; or is to my knowledge likely to be a material witness in
the proceeding.

However, given the large number of relatives | have in the Charleston
and Berkeley area, | would give careful consideration to the annotations
of the rules which state, “The fact that a lawyer in a proceeding is
affiliated with a law firm with which reiative of the judge is affiliated
does not of itself disquaiify the judge.” For exampie, my husband’s law
firm, Young Clement Rivers LLC, handles defense work and large
plaintiffs’ cases. The other lawyers in his firm handling defense work on
an hourly basis would not pose specific disqualification for me, but if
there were a plaintiff's case in which my husband as a partner would
profit directly, | would recuse myself. | also have several cousins who
practice law in the state. Their partners and associates would not
require recusal, but each case would be carefully considered.

7. If you disclosed something that had the appearance of bias, but you
believed it would not actually prejudice your impartiality, what deference
would you give a party that requested your recusal? Would you grant
such a motion?

Essential to the role of the judge is the appearance of impropriety, so if
there were a disclosure that concerned a party enough to move for
recusal, | would grant it to avoid the appearance of impropriety. More
likely, however, | would recuse myself sua sponte.

8. How would you handle the appearance of impropriety because of the
financial or sociai involvement of your spouse or a close relative?

As per the Judicial Canons, | would recuse myself where required, or
where there might be an appearance of impropriety. If there were a
situation where | disclosed the social or financial involvement of my
husband or close relative, | would afford the parties the opportunity to
consider and request recusal. If either party moved for my recusal, |
would grant such motion. However, to prevent a backlog, | would be
very clear in suggesting to all parties that the social connections of my
family are numerous, and to please make their requests factually
specific to the case or controversy, or specific to any potential for extra-
judicial knowledge of the case or controversy.

9. What standards would you set for yourself regarding the acceptance of
gifts or social hospitality?
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| would abide by the Judicial Canons which allow ordinary social
hospitality and gifts commensurate with the occasion; thus, when my
children have special occasions, we will accept and reciprocate
invitations and gifts; and especially when they are married, we wiill
invite fairly large groups of friends as is our custom, and they wiill
receive special gifts as is customary with our friends and family. As a
personal standard, | would not accept a gift or invitation unless | would
initiate or reciprocate the same.

10. How would you handle a situation in which you became aware of
misconduct or appearance of infirmity of a lawyer or of a fellow judge?

As the Judicial Canons state, if | have a reasonable belief that the
performance of a lawyer or another judge is impaired by drugs or
alcohol, or by a mental, emotional, or physical condition, | will take
appropriate action, which may include a confidential referral to an
appropriate lawyer or judicial assistance program. speaking directly to
the impaired person, notifying an individual with supervisory
responsibility over the impaired person, or making a referral to an
assistance program, such as Lawyers Helping Lawyers or the South
Carolina Bar in accordance with Rule 428, SCACR. Depending upon the
gravity of the conduct that has come to my attention, however, | may
be required to take other action, such as reporting the impaired judge or
lawyer to the appropriate disciplinary authority, as per Canon 3(D)(1)
and (2).

11. Are you a member of any organization or association that, by
policy or practice, prohibits or limits its membership on the basis of
race, sex, religion, or national origin? If so, please identify the entity
and expiain if this organization practices invidious discrimination on
any basis.

I am not a member of any such organization. My affiliations with
gender specific organizations are fraternal, non-profit, cultural or
religious, such as women’s church functions and sorority membership.

12. Have you engaged in any fund-raising activities with any political, social,
community, or religious organizations? Please describe.

| have raised funds for numerous non-prefit organizations, from the PTA
to ballet to the museum and my church. However, | am not a frequent
participant in political fund-raising.

13. Do you have any business activities that you would envision remaining
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involved with if elected to the bench?

My current financial holdings will remain the same, barring unforeseen
circumstances. These include stock holdings and a small family business
which my husband set up to make educational travel films.

14. If elected, how would you handle the drafting of orders?

My practices will conform to those imposed by the Chief Administrative
Judge where mandated, or in the absence of a mandate, my best
practices will apply. For form orders, | will execute them as soon as
practicai after determining the requirements have been met. As with my
current practices, | will maintain constant communication with staff to
ensure that no time sensitive matters are missed. Judicial clerks are
invaluable assets to a judge in researching novel issues of law and in
routine preparation of form orders, and | would welcome assistance
from any staff which may be available to me. My calendar will be
redundant, with diary dates reduced to paper and electronic forms, to
include outstanding matters in a tickler format. At the time of motions
hearings, | will ask if the moving party has attached a proposed order,
and if none is attached, | will request the parties to submit proposed
findings of fact and conclusions of law, within a specific timeframe, so
long as the other parties are apprised of the request and are given an
opportunity to respond to the proposed findings and conclusions.

15. If elected, what methods would you use to ensure that you and your
staff meet deadlines?

| will abide by the Judicial Canons which state “A judge shall dispose of
all judicial matters promptly, efficiently and fairly.” | will demonstrate
due regard for the rights of the parties to be heard and to have issues
resolved without unnecessary cost or delay. Where a form order wili
suffice, | will have a prompt return of same, and where lengthy
consideration is required, | will abide by calendar reminders and will
insist that all staff abide by the same. Currently, | use a diary system on
paper and electronically, and | will use the same or a similar system
depending on the resources available. In the past, | have used clerks and
research assistants to assist in preparation of memoranda and pleadings,
with assignments given in priority of urgency. My current triage system
relies upon the cooperation of staff, and | have ensured an open line of
communication in prioritizing the most urgent matters first. My policy is
to return all phone calls within twenty-four hours when possible.

As | have done in private practice, | will be punctual in attending court
and expeditious in determining matters under submission, and | will
insist that court officials, litigants and their lawyers cooperate with my
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instructions to that end.

16. What is your philecsophy on “judicial activism,” and what effect should
judges have in setting or promoting public policy?

The only judicial activism | believe in is the promotion of an independent
judiciary, one bound by the applicable laws and adherence to impartiality
in enforcing them. Judges should not set or promote public policy, as
that is the function of the legislative and executive branches of
government. Judges should only enforce the ilaws and leave the law and
poiicy-making to those who are elected to do so.

17. Canon 4 allows a judge to engage in activities to improve the law, legal
system, and administration of justice. If elected, what activities do you
plan to undertake to further this improvement of the legal system?

| would welcome the opportunity to assist in presenting continuing
education programs and participation in bench-bar paneis designed to
improve the legal system and its administration. In my practice, | have
enjoyed presenting at continuing legal education programs, and | would
like to do the same as a judge.

18. Do you feel that the pressure of serving as a judge would strain personal
relationships (i.e. spouse, children, friends, or relatives)? How would
you address this?

As a practicing attorney for over 20 years, | have learned how to
compartmentalize and minimize work-related stress through exercise and
faith-based worship and prayer. My plan for handling any additional
pressure as a judge would be the same. My decisions have never come
from a drive to do what is popular, so my personal relationships have
always been separate from my business judgment. Thus, serving as a
judge would not in and of itself strain my personal relationships, but | do
recognize that it will require additional strength with less of a support
system. | will count on fellow judges to share best practices and
wisdom in this area.

19. The following list contains five categories of offenders that would
perhaps regularly appear in your court. Discuss your philosophy on
sentencing for these classes of offenders.

a. Repeat offenders: | will apply the law, guidelines and such
enhancements as are applicable. The Omnibus Crime Reduction
and Sentencing Reform Act of 2010 would include certain
mandatory sentences and others where my discretion would
allow latitude. In those instances of discretion, | will weigh the
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evidence carefully and make sure that both defendant and victim
are heard fully before making my decision.

b. Juveniles (that have been waived to the Circuit Court): | will
apply the law, guidelines and such enhancements as are
applicable. The Omnibus Crime Reduction and Sentencing Reform
Act of 2010 would include certain mandatory sentences and
others where my discretion would allow latitude, including
juveniles. In those instances of discretion, | will weigh the
evidence carefully and make sure that both defendant and victim
are heard fully before making my decision.

cC. White collar criminals: | will apply the law, guidelines and such
enhancements as are applicable. The Omnibus Crime Reduction
and Sentencing Reform Act of 2010 would include certain
mandatory sentences and others where my discretion would
allow latitude. In those instances of discretion, | will weigh the
evidence carefully and make sure that both defendant and victim
are heard fully before making my decision.

d. Defendants with a socially and/or economically disadvantaged
background: | will apply the Ilaw, guidelines and such
enhancements as are applicable. The Omnibus Crime Reduction
and Sentencing Reform Act of 2010 would include certain
mandatory sentences and others where my discretion would
allow latitude. In those instances of discretion, | will weigh the
evidence carefully and make sure that both defendant and victim
are heard fully before making my decision. Additionally, | will
ensure that if there is a barrier to understanding, and/or if the
defendant cannot afford representation, that proper protccols
have been followed regarding representation and access to public
defenders where necessary.

e. Elderly defendants or those with some infirmity: | will apply the
law, guidelines and such enhancements as are applicable. The
Omnibus Crime Reduction and Sentencing Reform Act of 2010
would include certain mandatory sentences and others where my
discretion would allow latitude. In those instances of discretion, |
will weigh the evidence carefully and make sure that both
defendant and victim are heard fully before making my decision.
Additionally, | will ensure that if there is a disability, that
reasonable accommodations are made when necessary to carry
out the mandates of Federal law.

20. Are you involved in any active investments from which you derive
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21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

additional income that might impair your appearance of impartiality?

Within my financial disclosure, | have disclosed a trust held for my
benefit in the form of stock in Evening Post Industries. | do not believe it
would be appropriate for me to hear any substantive matters which may
affect the value of that stock, and | would specifically recuse myself to
that end.

Would you hear a case where you or a member of your family held a de
minimis financial interest in a party involved?

As the rules provide, a judge must disqualify herself where the judge
knows that he or she, individually or as a fiduciary, or the judge's
spouse, parent or child wherever residing, or any other member of the
judge’s family residing in the judge's household, has an economic
interest in the subject matter in controversy or in a party to the
proceeding or has any other more than de minimis interest that could be
substantially affected by the proceeding. In an abundance of caution, |
would likely recuse myself to avoid such an appearance.

Do you belong to any organizations that discriminate based on race,
religion, or gender?

As stated above, | do not belong to any such organizations. | do belong
to women'’s groups for non-profit and cultural, or faith-based purposes.

Have you met the mandatory minimum hours requirement for continuing
legal education courses for the past reporting period?

| have met and exceeded these requirements.

What do you feel is the appropriate demeanor for a judge and when do
these rules apply?

| believe that a judge must exhibit a professional and courteous
demeanor at all times, and those are traits which my upbringing insisted
upon, and which have been noted by colleagues. My modus operandi is
to deal efficiently but kindly whenever possible, but when firmness is
warranted, it is possibie to be firm without becoming nasty or petuiant.
As stated in the Judicial Canons, a certain degree of restraint must be
placed upon judges so that the public’s confidence in the legal system is
not compromised. The rules for judges apply in all facets of their lives
and at all times.

Do you feel that it is ever appropriate to be angry with a member of the
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public, especially with a criminal defendant? |s anger ever appropriate in
dealing with attorneys or pro se litigants?

Anger demonstrates a lack of self-control, and it is imperative that
judges and attorneys alike maintain decorum by abiding by the Rules of
Professional Conduct and Civility Oath. | do not believe anger is
appropriate when dealing with the public, whether criminal defendants,
attorneys, or other litigants. Particularly with pro se litigants and young
attorneys, it is critical to maintain a mature and courteous demeanor
while maintaining order in the courtroom.

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ANSWERS TO THE ABOVE QUESTIONS ARE
TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.

Sworn to before me this day of , 2018.

(Signature)

(Print Name)
Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires:
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" EXHIBIT

e

(i) 18

3
E

Ms. Laura Campbell Waring

Candidate for Circuit Court Judge, 9% Circuit, Seat 2
Amendment to Sworn Statement

Originally Submitted July 18,2018

Please smend Business Address to:

1180 Sam Rittenberg Blvd., Suite 120, Charleston SC 29407 (P.O. Box 31358, Charleston,
SC 29417)

8. What standards would you sef for yourself regarding the acceptance of gifts or social
hospitality?

STRIKI: AS INDICATED
1 would abide by the Judicial Canons which allow ordinary social hospitality and

gifts cmnmensurate wrsh fhe o»cas1on,——thas——whea——pqy—ehﬂdfeﬂ—41&ve—speem}

personal standard I wou}d not accept a glﬂ or mv;tat:on unless I wo*uld initiate or
reciprocate the same. ‘

October 22, 2018
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EXHIBIT

15

JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION
PERSONAL DATA QUESTIONNAIRE

g
:
2

Court, Position, and Seat # for which you are applying:

1. Name: Mr. John O. Williams II
Name that you are known by if different from above
(Example: A Nickname):

Are you currently serving in some capacity as a judge? No
(Includes Municipal, Magistrate, Etc.)

Business Address: 1003 Highway 52, Post Office Box 6122
Moncks Corner, SC 29461

E-Mail Address: [N

Telephone Number:  (home): N/A
(office): 843-719-4011
(cell):

2. Date of Birth: [ 1983
Place of Birth: Charleston, SC
Social Security Numbe

3. Are you a citizen of South Carolina? Yes
Have you been a resident of this state for at least the immediate past five years? Yes

4. SCDL# or SCHD#:
Voter Registration Number

5. Have you served in the military? [f so, give the dates, branch of service, highest rank
attained, serial number (if applicable), present status, and the character of your discharge or

release. Please provide a copy of your DD214 concerning your discharge.
No

6. Family Status: In the space below, (a) state whether you are single, married, widowed,
divorced, or separated; (b) if married, state the date of your marriage and your spouse’s full
name; (¢) if you have ever been divorced or are in the process of obtaining a divorce, state
the date, name of the moving party, court, and grounds; and (d) state the names of your
children and their ages. If your children are old enough to work, include the occupation of
each child.

Family Status: Married on July 2. 2011 to Melissa Hughes Williams.
Never divorced, two children:





10.

List each college and law school you attended, including the dates of your attendance, the
degrees you received, and if you left an institution without receiving a degree, the reason for
your departure.
(a) Clemson University (2001-2006), Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering
(b) University of South Carolina (2006-2009), Juris Doctor

List the significant activities in which you took part during your attendance at law school.
Give the years you were involved in these activities and list any leadership positions you
held.

(a) Pro Bono Program, Member 2007-2009, Vice President 2008-2009

(b) Mock Trial Bar, Member 2007-2009, Justice of Administration 2008-2009

(c) Research Assistant to Professor Jacqueline Fox 2007-2008

(d) Law Clerk for South Carolina Legal Services 2008-2009

List the states in which you have been admitted to practice law and the year of each
admission. Also list any states in which you took the bar exam but were never admitted to
the practice of law. Please indicate the number of times you took the exam in each state.

(a) South Carolina 2009, 1 time

Describe chronologically, since graduation from law school, your legal experience. Please
include a list of all positions held in which you worked in a legal capacity. Describe the
general character of your practice and divide it into periods with dates if its character has
changed over the years. Please also describe the extent to which you were involved with the
administrative and financial management of each of these entities, including management of
trust accounts.
(a) Law Clerk to the Honorable R. Markley Dennis, Jr. (August 2009 — March 2010)
- Law Clerk to a Circuit Court Judge
- Assisted with all matters including civil, criminal, jury, and non-jury
- Exercised minimal administrative management, no financial management, and
no trust account management
(b) Assistant Solicitor, Ninth Judicial Circuit (March 2010 — December 2011)
- Tried several cases to verdict in General Sessions court
- Prosecuted hundreds of pleas in General Sessions court
- Administered all magistrate appeals for the office
- Exercised some administrative management over staff, no financial
management, and no trust account management
(c) Attorney, Williams & Hulst, LLC (January 2012 — December 2014)
- Represented clients in many practice areas including personal injury, real estate,
construction, criminal, probate, and family court
- Managed most of the finances (billing and collections) associated with the
revenue produced by my clients and some of the administration and finances of
the rest of the firm; however, the firm did have an office manager to manage the
day to day financial operations of the firm
- All three attorneys in the firm were consulted and involved in all major
administrative decisions including hiring, firing, and major financial decisions





11.

- Utilized a common firm trust account that was predominantly managed by the
office manager

(d) Berkeley County Attorney (January 2015 — present)
Provide general counsel to the County in all civil matters including employment,
contracts, real estate/property, class actions, county council, code enforcement,
and drug forfeitures

- Exercise all administrative management for the Legal department

- Responsible for a budget of approximately $400,000.00, but no trust account
management

Justices/judges applying for re-election to their current position may omit Questions

11-17. If you are a judge seeking a judgeship different than your current position,
Questions 11-17 should be answered based on your experience prior to serving on the

bench.

Please answer the following:

(a)

(b)

If you are a candidate for Family Court, please provide a brief written description of
your experience within each of the following Family Court practice areas: divorce
and equitable division of property, child custody, adoption, abuse and neglect, and
Jjuvenile justice. Include information about cases you have handled in each of these
practice areas, or if you have not practiced in an area, describe how your background
and procedural knowledge has prepared you to preside over such matters as a Family
Court Judge. Please also indicate the frequency of your appearances before a Family
Court Judge within the past five years.

If you are a candidate for Circuit Court, please provide a brief written description of
your experience in criminal matters, including any cases handled over the past five
years and include a brief description of the issues involved. Further, please provide
a brief written description of your experience in civil matters, including any cases
handled over the past five years and include a brief description of the types of
matters handled, issues involved, and procedural history. Please include information
such as the primary areas in civil court in which you practice, whether you represent
plaintiffs or defendants, or both. You may ge back further than five years if you feel
it would assist the Commission with its assessment of your experience. If you lack
experience in an area, describe how your background and procedural knowledge has
prepared you to preside over such matters as a Circuit Court Judge, or how you
would compensate for your lack of experience in this area. Please also indicate the
frequency of your appearances before a Circuit Court Judge within the past five
years.

From August 2009 until March 2010, my experience involved matters in both
General Sessions and Common Pleas. I assisted a Circuit Court Judge in trials
involving the death penalty in General Sessions and dram shop liability involving a
death in Common Pleas.





(©)

From March 2010 until December 2011, my practice was exclusively in General
Sessions court as an Assistant Solicitor. I appeared in court approximately every
other week on matters involving bond hearings, pleas, and trials. [ tried several cases
to verdict and prosecuted hundreds of guilty pleas. My trial work involved the
prosecution of an armed robbery defendant over a three-day trial, another armed
robbery defendant over a three-day trial, and an arson defendant over a three-day
trial. My total caseload involved a variety of issues including charges of murder,
attempted murder, armed robbery, assault and battery, arson, driving under the
influence, and property crimes. I exclusively represented the State as the prosecuting
authority in the Court of General Sessions during this time.

From January 2012 until December 2014, my practice was approximately half civil
and haif criminal. I represented clients in personal injury, criminal defense, real
estate transactions, construction defects, and probate matters. Additionally, I was the
sole public defender for all magistrate level defendants (approximately 20 per
month) for about two years. I represented clients in Common Pleas, General
Sessions, Magistrate Court, Family Court, and Probate Court. I tried approximately
five criminal cases to verdict during my tenure in private practice. My civil practice
clients were usually plaintiffs, while my criminal practice clients were exclusively
defendants.

From January 2015 until the present, my practice has been in governmental law.
This area of law requires me to occasionally appear in the Court of Common Pleas,
the Administrative Law Court, and Magistrate’s Court. I represent Berkeley County
in drug forfeitures, contract negotiations, employment matters, real estate
negotiations, tax and fee appeals, economic development incentive agreements,
zoning appeals, and by providing advice and counsel to county council. My client is
usually the defendant in these actions. I represented the County, along with co-
counsel, in a class-action (Worley Investments, LLC et. al. v. Berkeley County,
South Carolina, case number 2015-CP-08-1153) involving an allegation the County
failed to timely expend fees collected as part of an impact fee program. This case
ultimately settled after more than a year of litigation and several motion hearings,
including a Motion for Temporary Injunction (to prevent the County from
expending any of the fees collected) and a Motion for Class Certification. I also
represented the County in all negotiations involving the recruitment and incentive
agreements with Volvo Cars. These negotiations involved issues of contract, real
estate, and fee in lieu of tax authority. I am currently involved in litigation in the
Administrative Law Court involving an appeal of the tax assessment levied by
Berkeley County against a 200+ unit apartment building. This matter is set for trial
in September of 2018. Additionally, I am currently representing the County, along
with co-counsel, in two cases in the Court of Common Pleas involving appeals from
the Board of Zoning Appeals and a third case involving an appeal of a denial to
modify the zoning of a parcel by County Council. These cases have not been set for
trial.

If you are a candidate for Master-In-Equity, please provide a brief written
description of your experience in the Master’s court, including any cases handled
over the past five years and include a brief description of the issues involved. Please
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12.

13.

14.

15.

include the frequency of your appearances before a Master-In-Equity or a Circuit
Court Judge within the past five years.

() If you are a candidate for Administrative Law Court, please provide a brief written
description of your experience before an Administrative Law Judge, including any
issues discussed and the frequency of your appearances before the Administrative
Law or Circuit Court within the past five years.

What was the frequency of your court appearances during the past five years or in the five
years prior to your election to the bench?

(a) federal: None

(b) state: (2015-present) about four times per year (2012-2014) about every other week

What percentage of your practice involved civil, criminal, domestic, and other matters
during the past five years or in the five years prior to your election to the bench?

(a) civil: (2015-present) 100% (2012-2014) 20%

(b)  criminal: (2010-2011) 100% (2012-2014) 45%

(c) domestic: (2012-2014) 35%

(d other: (2012-2014) 10% in probate

What percentage of your practice in trial court during the past five years or in the five years
prior to your election to the bench involved matters that went to a jury, including those that
settled prior to trial?

@  jury: 50%

b) non-jury: 50%

Did you most often serve as sole counsel, chief counsel, or associate counsel in these
matters? I served approximately an equal percentage of cases as sole counsel and associate
counsel. I have had limited experience as chief counsel.

List five of the most significant litigated matters you have personally handled in either trial
or appellate court or before a state or federal agency. Give citations if the cases were
reported and describe why these matters were significant.

{a) The trial of State v. Lovaric Hampton in September 2010 was my first trial as a lawyer.
The defendant was charged with armed robbery and the victim wanted to prosecute. This
case was set for trial several months after I joined the Solicitor’s office, so I had to work
diligently to get ready for trial. This case taught me a lot about preparing a case for trial.

(b) The trial of State v. Elijah White in April 2011 involved another defendant charged with
armed robbery, but involved an eye-witness that was extremely reluctant to testify. With the
help of the office investigator, [ was able to convince this witness that we needed her to
testify. This case taught me about working with difficult witnesses.

(¢) The trial of State v. Henry Wade in September 2011 involved a defendant charged with
arson and allegations of racial motivation. The defendant was represented by a good trial
attorney, which forced me to perform at my highest level. This case was my first exposure
to trying a case with a racially charged fact pattern in front of a diverse jury.






16.

17.

19.

(d) Bryant v. Bryant in 2013 was a Family Court trial with two very emotional parties.
Negotiating witnesses, facts, and evidence in Family Court taught me about how people
think and act during stressful events. Further, it taught me how to manage client
expectations from the inception.

(e) As part of my public defender contract, I tried a case in 2013 in Magistrate’s Court
involving a convicted sex offender who had been charged with failing to register as a sex
offender with the local sheriff’s office. This was a very difficult case considering the
allegations and the defendant’s history; however, the evidence indicated that the defendant
was innocent. This case reaffirmed to me what a lawyer is supposed to do — be a zealous
advocate for their client. The defendant had little family and no friends, he had a terrible
past, and the outlook for his future was bleak. Regardless of all the things that this defendant
had done, he had not done what he was charged with. This case reminded me of two
particular sections of the Lawyer’s Oath, “to my clients, I pledge faithfulness, competence,
diligence, good judgment and prompt communication” and “I will assist the defenseless or
oppressed by ensuring that justice is available to ali citizens and will not delay any person's
cause for profit or malice; So help me God.”

List up to five civil appeals you have personally handled. Give the case name, the court, the
date of decision, and the citation if the case was reported.

(a) None.

(b

(c)

(d

(e)

List up to five criminal appeals you have personally handled. Give the case name, the court,
the date of decision and the citation if the case was reported.

(a) None.

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

Have you ever held judicial office? If so, list the periods of your service, the courts
involved, and whether you were elected or appointed. Describe the jurisdiction of each of
the courts and note any limitations on the jurisdiction of each court.

No.

If the answer to question 18 is yes, describe or list five of your most significant orders or
opinions and give the citations if they were reported. Also list citations to any appellate
review of these orders or opinions.

(@ N/A

(b)

(©)

(d

(e)





20.

21.

22,

24.

List all courts in which you have been admitted to practice and list the dates of your
admission. Give the same information for administrative bodies that require a special
admission to practice.

(a) State of South Carolina, 2009

(b) United States District Court, District of South Carolina, 2012

Have you taught law-related courses or lectured at bar association conferences, educational
institutions, or continuing legal or judicial education programs? If so, briefly describe each
course or lecture.
(a) South Carolina Association of County Attorneys Annual CLE, August 5, 2018
- Local Government Litigation Update: Impact Fee Litigation and Opioid
Litigation and FOIA. This CLE will provide a general update of all recent
litigation affecting local governments and will focus specifically on litigation
involving county impact fees and the financial impact of opioids.
(b) NBI CLE, Feburary 28, 2017
- Legal Issues Affecting Local Governments and Municipalities. My areas of
responsibility for this CLE involved the following topics: (i) Constitutionally
Permissible Prayer and Invocation at Legislative/Governmental Meetings
Based on Recent Decisions the Fourth Circuit and at the United States
Supreme Court, (ii) Recent Changes/Cases to South Carolina’s FOIA Laws
(iii) Economic Development, Development Agreements, and Bond
Referendums, and (iv) Police Liability Issues
(c) Charleston Area Accountant Organization, May 11, 2016
- FOIA Update along with Dos and Don’ts when it comes to FOIA requests.
(d) South Carolina BAR Convention, January 22, 2016
- Government Law Section Seminar. My area of responsibility included
economic development negotiations and specifically the Volvo Cars
incentive agreements and negotiations.

Provide, as a separate attachment, your continuing legal or judicial education report from
the past five years.
Attached.

List all published books and articles you have written and give citations and the dates of
publication for each.
None.

Please furnish as a separate attachment, two examples of legal articles, briefs, orders, or
other legal writings for which you can claim sole or primary authorship. If you cannot claim
sole authorship, please explain the extent to which you are the primary author, to include a
description of the other authors and their contributions. The writing samples are for the
Commission’s use only and will not be published. (If you are a judge and are not seeking a
different type of judgeship, this question is inapplicable.)

(a) Pre-Trial Brief, Bryant v. Bryant, 2011-DR-08-1739

(b) Motion to Dismiss and Supporting Memorandum, State v. Driggers, Citation # G592498






25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

What is your rating or membership status, if any, by any legal rating organization, such as,

Best Lawyers, Chambers, Legal 500, Martindale-Hubbell, Who’s Who Legal, Super

Lawyers, Million Dollar Advocates Forum, etc.? If you are currently a member of the
judiciary, list your last available rating, if any.

N/A

List all bar associations and professional organizations of which you are a member and give
the titles and dates of any offices you have held in such groups.

(a) Ninth Circuit Public Defender Panel, Representative

(b) South Carolina Bar Leadership Academy, Class of 2017

(c) Government Law Section of S.C. Bar, Council Member 2017-2019

(d) Berkeley County Bar Association, Member 2009-present

Have you ever held public office other than judicial office? If so, list the periods of your
service, the office or offices involved, and whether you were elected or appointed. Also,
state whether or not you have timely filed your report with the State Ethics Commission
during the period you held public office. If not, were you ever subject to a penalty? If so,
give details, including dates.

No.

For sitting or former judges, list all empioyment you had whiie serving as a judge (whether
full-time or part-time, contractual or at will, consulting or otherwise) other than elected
judicial office. Specify your dates of employment, employer, major job responsibilities, and
SUpervisor.

N/A

Have you ever been an unsuccessful candidate for elective, judicial, or other public office?
If so, give details, including dates.
No.

Have you ever been engaged in any occupation, business, or profession other than the
practice of law, teaching of law, or holding judicial or other public office? If so, give
details, including a description of your occupation, business, or profession, the dates of your
employment, and the name of your business or employer.

No.

Are you now an officer or director or involved in the management of any business
enterprise? Explain the nature of the business, your duties, and the term of your service.
No.

Are you now or have you ever been employed as a “lobbyist,” as defined by S.C. Code § 2-
17-10(i3), or have you acted in the capacity of a “lobbyist’s principal,” as defined by S.C.
Code § 2-17-10(14)? If so, give the dates of your employment or activity in such capacity
and specify by whom you were directed or employed.

No.





33.

Provide, as a separate attachment, a complete, current financial net worth statement that

itemizes in detail:

(a) the identity and value of all financial assets held, directly or indirectly, including, but
not limited to, bank accounts, real estate, securities, trusts, investments, and other
financial holdings; and

(b) the identity and amount of each liability owed, directly or indirectly, which is in
excess of $1,000, including, but not limited to, debts, mortgages, loans, and other
financial obligations.

(A net worth statement form is provided with this questionnaire and you must use this
format for submission of your financial statement.)

NOTE: The Commission may require written confirmation that financizal obligaticns have
been satisfied or that the parties have agreed upon a payment schedule.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

A complete, current financial net worth statement was provided to the Commission.

Has a tax lien or other collection procedure ever been instituted against you by federal, state,
or local authorities? Have you ever defaulted on a student loan? Have you ever filed for
bankruptcy? If so, give details.

No.

Since filing with the Commission your letter of intent to run for judicial office, have you
accepted lodging, transportation, entertainment, food, meals, beverages, money, or any other
thing of value as defined by S.C. Code § 2-17-10(1) from a lobbyist or lobbyist’s principal?
If so, please specify the item or items you received, the date of receipt, and the lobbyist or
lobbyist’s principal involved.

No.

[temize (by amount, type, and date) all expenditures, other than those for travel and room
and board, made by you, or on your behalf in furtherance of your candidacy for the position
you seek. If you have spent over $100, have you reported your expenditures to the House
and Senate Ethics Committees?

I have not expended any funds in furtherance of my candidacy for this position.

List the recipient and amount of all contributions made by you, a member of your immediate
family, or by a business with whom you are associated, to members of the General
Assembly within the past four years.

(a) Representative Sylleste Davis, District 100 - $100 for Primary Election 2018

Have you or has anyone acting on your behalf solicited or collected funds to aid in the
promotion of your candidacy? If so, please specify the amount, solicitor, donor, and date of
the solicitation.

No.





39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

Describe any financial arrangements or business relationships you have, or have had in the
past, that could constitute or result in a possible conflict of interest in the position you seek
or currently hold. Explain how you would resolve any potential conflict of interest.

None.

Describe any interest you or a member of your immediate family has in real property:

(a in which there is a potential conflict of interest with your involvement in a South
Carolina state or local public agency;

) in which there have been public improvements of $200 or that adjoins property in
which there have been public improvements of $200; or

(c) which was sold, leased, or rented to a state or local public agency in South Carolina.

List the interest you hold and the value and location of the property. Identify as applicable

the:

(a) nature of any potential conflict of interest;

(b) nature and value of any public improvements; and

(c) South Carolina state or local public agency which purchased or is leasing or renting
such property.

Attach a copy of any contract or agreement.

None.

Identify any personal property interest you or a member of your immediate family sold,
leased, or rented to a South Carolina state or local public agency. Identify the property, its
amount or value, and the name of the agency. Attach a copy of any contract or agreement.
None.

For sitting judges, if you currently hold an interest in stock or other securities or have held
such an interest, list each stock you currently own or owned during the prior calendar year.
If you prefer, you may attach broker or account records containing the requested
information instead of listing it here.

N/A

For sitting judges, have you ever accepted anything of value from an attorney or litigant in a
matter currently or previously before you or your court? If sc, please give the details,
including the name of the attorney or litigant and the thing of value you received.

N/A

For sitting judges, have you used the services of your staff, for which you did not pay, while
campaigning for this office?
N/A

Have you ever been arrested, charged, or held by federal, state, or other law enforcement
authorities for violation or for suspicion of violation of any federal law or regulation, state
law or regulation, or county or municipal law, regulation, or ordinance, or any other law,
including another country’s law? If so, give details but do not include traffic violations
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46.

47.

48.

49.

which are subject to a penalty of $125 or less. You must include any and all arrests,
including, but not limited to, offenses for driving under the influence or similar traffic
offenses. Include all arrests that resulted in expungement, which will be redacted. If you
have questions regarding whether to include an offense, please contact the Commission.

Offense: Open Container & Littering, 2002

-My friend was driving and I was a passenger in a car when an officer pulled my
friend over for speeding and I threw a beer can out of the passenger window of
the vehicle. The officer cited me for an open container of alcohol and littering. [
entered a guilty plea in court.

Offense: Destruction of Property, 2006

- Two friends and I were riding all-terrain vehicles in a National Forest. A friend
had shown us this area and described it as a good place to ride. Unbeknownst to
us, all-terrain vehicles had recently become forbidden in this area. A Federal Fish
& Wildlife officer stopped us as we were loading the all-terrain vehicles. He cited
us for destruction of property and I paid my fine without appearing in court.

Offense: Open Container, 2006

- As my friends and I were leaving a bar, I still had a beer in my hand that I had
been drinking. When I walked outside, an officer asked me to dispose of the beer
and cited me for having an open container in a public piace. I entered a guilty plea
and paid a fine.

Have you, to your knowledge, ever been under federal, state, or local investigation for
possible violation of a criminal statute? If yes, explain.
No.

Have you ever been sued by a client? Have you ever been a named party (personally or
professionally) in or had a pecuniary interest in any civil or criminal proceedings? If so,
give details, including, but not limited to, dates, and resolutions.

No.

If you are in private practice, are you covered by malpractice insurance and, if so, how
long have you carried malpractice insurance? If applicable, have you ever been covered
by a tail policy? If so, please explain when you were covered by a tail policy. Also, if
applicable, indicate your coverage and deductible for your current malpractice policy.
When [ was in private practice I did maintain malpractice insurance, but as a government
employee I no longer obtain this coverage personally.

Have you ever, in South Carolina or any other jurisdiction, as a lawyer, judge, or other
professional, been sanctioned or disciplined for lawyer, judicial, or other professional
misconduct or has any jurisdiction found that you committed any misconduct? If so, give
the details and describe any final disposition. Include any and all confidential and public
sanction, discipline, or finding of misconduct of any kind.
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50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

[Yes and no responses are redacted for all candidates unless there is a public discipline.]

Have you ever been investigated by the Department of Social Services? If so, give the
details and the resolution. Has your name ever been enrolled on the Central Registry of
Child Abuse and Neglect? If so, give the details.

No.

Note: The flash drive with your application materials contains (1) Section 2-19-70(¢);

(2) JMSC Rule 24, and (3) irformal opinions and letters concerning pledging
prohibitions, with which third parties acting on your behalf, as well as you, must

comply.

Have you directly or indirectly requested the pledge of any member of the General
Assembly as to your election for the position for which you are being screened or have you
been offered a conditional pledge of support by any legislator pending the outcome of your
screening? Have you received the assurance of any public official or public employee that
they will seek the pledge of any member of the General Assembly as to your election for the
position for which you are being screened? If so, give details.

No.

Have you requested any third parties to contact members of the General Assembly on your
behalif before the final and formal screening report has been reieased? Describe the
campaigning you have done for this election and include a list of those individuals you have
asked to campaign on your behalf and, to the best of your knowledge, those who have
campaigned for you on their own initiative.

No.

Are you familiar with the 48-hour rule, which prohibits a candidate from seeking pledges
until after the draft report becomes final, which occurs on the day and time specified on the
Commission’s published screening schedule?

Yes.

Since submitting your letter of intent to become a candidate, have you or has anyone acting
on your behalf contacted any member of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission about
your candidacy or intention to become a candidate? If so, give details.

No.

List the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of five (5) persons from whom you are
providing references.  Also, provide the Commission with original letters of
recommendation from each person listed herein, including their signature (preferably in

blue ink). The Commission will not accept a photocopy or electronic submission of a
letter of recommendation and failure to include all five (5) original letters of

recommendation_in_vyour packet when you submit it will render your packet
incomplete. Please do not have references mail your reference letters to the Commission

directly. You must return the five (5) original letters of recommendation to the
Commission with your application packet.
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56.

57.

58.

(a) Elizabeth Warner, 1771 Longridge Road, Moncks Corner, SC 29461, 843-709-2680
(b) Scarlett Wilson, 101 Meeting St., Charleston, SC 29401, 843-270-5078

(c) Ashley Pennington, 101 Meeting St., Charleston, SC 29401, 843-478-1230

(d) Josh Whitley, 305 Pine Pitch St., Daniel Island, SC 29492, 843-696-9094

(e) Stafford J. McQuillin II1, 755 Bounty Square Dr., Charleston, SC 29492, 843-709-1041

Are you active on or a member of a social media or Internet site or have you, to your
knowledge, been featured or depicted on a social media or Internet site, such as,
Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, etc.? If so, how would your use of social media or other
similar types of Internet sites be affected if you were serving in a judicial capacity?

Yes. I typically do not post much on social media other than family pictures for extended
family members to view. If [ was serving in a judicial capacity, my use of social media
would be restricted almost exclusively to family related information. I certainly would
not post confidential information obtained in the course of any judicial capacity.

List all civic, charitable, educational, social, and fraternal organizations of which you are or

have been a member during the past five years and include any offices held in such a group,

any professional honors, awards, or other forms of recognition received and not listed

elsewhere.

(a) Moncks Corner Lions Club, Board Member (2014-present), Vice-President (2018-
present)

(b) First Presbyterian Church of Moncks Corner, Cierk of Session (present), Eider (2017-
2019), Deacon (2014-2016)

(¢) Berkeley County Foundation for Education, Secretary and Board Member (2018-
present) _

(d) Berkeley County Clemson Club, Past President

(e) Berkeley County YMCA, Past Board Member

Provide any other information that may reflect positively or negatively on your candidacy,
or which you believe should be disclosed in connection with consideration of you for
nomination for the position you seek. This information may_include how your life
experiences have affected or influenced the kind or type of judge you have been or plan to
be.

I grew in a small town where both my parents worked, my mother was a teacher and my
father held various jobs at a power company. I have had a job since 1 was old enough to
work. From being a groundskeeper at the local golf course to packing lunches for a food
service program, | always worked and was always expected to work. After receiving an
engineering degree from Clemson, I felt called to something different. In law school, the
Mock Trial program is what I enjoyed most. Being in the courtroom helping pecple is where
I felt I belonged. The last three and a half years as Berkeley County Attorney have only
solidified that belief. While providing me a wide breadth of experience in areas of the law [
would not otherwise have been exposed to, the minimal opportunities to litigate have been
somewhat stifling. The prospect of being able to ensure that justice and fairness are
administered in our judicial system, and possibly contributing to the improvement of our
judicial system, is too exciting to pass up.
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YOUR SIGNATURE WILL BE HELD TO CONSTITUTE A WAIVER OF THE
CONFIDENTIALITY OF ANY PROCEEDING BEFORE A GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE OR
ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING YOUR CREDIT.

IHEREBY CERTIFY THAT MY ANSWERS ARE TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF
MY KNOWLEDGE.

Signature:

Sworn to before me this day of ,2018.

(Notary Signature)

(Notary Printed Name)
Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires:
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JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION
Sworn Statement to be included in Transcript of Public Hearings

Circuit Court
{New Candidate)
Full Name: John O. Williams li
Business Address: 1003 Highway 52, Moncks Corner, SC 29461

Business Telephone: 843-719-4011

1. Why do you want to serve as a Circuit Court judge?

| desire to be a public servant and to improve the administration of justice in
our state. | believe that fair trials are a cornerstone of democracy, which must
be protected. However, like all other processes, there are ways to improve the
judicial system and | would enjoy working diligently to determine what those
ways are.

2. Do you plan to serve your full term if elected?
Yes.
3. Do you have any plans to return to private practice one day?

| have no plans, but | would not remove it as an option.

4, Have you met the Constitutional requirements for this position regarding
age, residence, and years of practice?

Yes.

5. What is your philosophy regarding ex parte communications? Are there
circumstances under which you could envision ex parte communications
being tolerated?

Never communicate with only one party to a case unless it involves an
immediate danger, irreparable harm, or if there is a scheduling question.

6. What is your philosophy on recusal, especially in situations in which
lawyer-legislators, former associates, or law partners are to appear
before you?
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If the relationship is such that the judge does not believe he can be impartial,
or if he has any financial involvement with either party, then he should recuse
himself. However, if the relationship is such that the judge believes he can be
impartial, then he should disclose the relationship to all parties and ask if there
are any objections. If there are objections, the judge should consider the
arguments and make a determination on the merits of the arguments.

7. If you disclosed something that had the appearance of bias, but you
believed it would not actually prejudice your impartiality, what deference
would you give a party that requested your recusal? Would you grant
such a motion?

Each judge should be able to determine their ability to be impartial; however,
if an argument is made for recusal and recusing one’s self would not impact
the administration of justice then the judge should strongly consider it. |

would likely grant such a motion if it would not create any adverse impacts.

8. How would you handle the appearance of impropriety because of the
financial or social involvement of your spouse or a close relative?

Financial involvement by close family members should always be given

the highest ievel of scrutiny. If there is any doubt, a judge should recuse

himself. The social involvement of a spouse or a close relative would have to
be determined on the facts. Again, full disclosure should be provided to
all parties and all arguments considered.

9. What standards would you set for yourself regarding the acceptance of
gifts or social hospitality?

A judge should not accept any gifts or social hospitality from any lawyer or
firm with any cases pending before that judge or likely to appear before that
judge. Rule 3.13 of the ABA’s Model Code of Judicial Conduct provides a
good outline for the acceptance of gifts.

10. How would you handle a situation in which you became aware of
misconduct or appearance of infirmity of a lawyer or of a fellow judge?

If it is related to drug or alcohol abuse and no other person or party had been
affected, | would report the lawyer or judge to Lawyers Helping
Lawyers. If the misconduct is directly related to the honesty,
trustworthiness, or fitness of a lawyer or judge then | would notify the
proper professional authorities.

11. Are you a member of any organization or association that, by policy or
practice, prohibits or limits its membership on the basis of race, sex,
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religion, or national origin? If so, please identify the entity and explain
if this organization practices invidious discrimination on any basis.

No. (other than a men’s group at church)

12. Have you engaged in any fund-raising activities with any political, social,
community, or religious organizations? Please describe.

| organize the Josh Swicord Memorial Golf Tournament for the Moncks Corner
Lions Club every year, which raises money for scholarships for students
of Berkeley High School. | have participated in two fundraisers for
Healing Farms, their Walk and Roll event and their golf tcurnament. |
have helped organize about six fundraisers for the Berkeley County
Clemson Club, which raise money for scholarships for Berkeley County
students attending Clemson University. | attended two fundraisers for
Representative Sylleste Davis in the spring of this year. | made a $100
donation at the first fundraiser.

13. Do you have any business activities that you would envision remaining
involved with if elected to the bench?

No.
14. If elected, how would you handle the drafting of orders?

| believe a judge and his law clerk should be active in the drafting of most
orders, while allowing the parties to submit draft orders for review and
additional information.

15. If elected, what methods would you use to ensure that you and your
staff meet deadlines?

| would implement regular staff meetings and electronic calendaring of all
events, especially deadlines.

16. What is your philosophy on “judicial activism,” and what effect should
judges have in setting or promeoting public policy?

Judges should simply interpret the law. At the trial level, there is very little
opportunity for judicial activism and it should remain that way. Our forefathers
created three branches of government for a reason.

17. Canon 4 allows a judge to engage in activities to improve the law, legal
system, and administration of justice. If elected, what activities do you
plan to undertake to further this improvement of the legal system?
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| would like to expand the mentoring program to law students, so they have
more legal and courtroom experience when they graduate. Also, | am very
much interested in working on the court controlled docket in General Sessions
and exploring new options for case resolution. Extra-judicially, | plan to
maintain my current involvement in all of my civic and religious organizations.

18. Do you feel that the pressure of serving as a judge would strain personal
relationships (i.e. spouse, children, friends, or relatives)? How would
you address this?

No. | currently work two Monday evenings each month for county council
meetings, which routinely last until 9:00pm or 10:00pm. Additionally, the
political nature of dealing with a dozen or more elected officials on a regular
basis creates a fair amount of pressure. | believe the somewhat regular
schedule of a judge would allow for more opportunities to spend evenings with
my family. While the pressure of serving as a judge is not insignificant, |
believe that qualified members of the bar must be willing to run for judicial
positions where they will make serious decisions that impact people’s lives. |
have improved my ability to balance work-life and home-life and | am confident
that I can maintain separation of these two important aspects of life.

19. The following list contains five categories of offenders that would
perhaps regularly appear in your court. Discuss your philosophy on
sentencing for these classes of offenders.

a. Repeat offenders:

If it is clear that an offender is unable or unwilling to be rehabilitated, then
society must be protected. Sentencing for an adult repeat offender would likely
be longer than average.

b. Juveniles (that have been waived to the Circuit Court):

For juveniles in the Circuit Court system, this may be the government’s last
chance at rehabilitation. All available programs and opportunities should be
evaluated while balancing the rights of the victims.

C. White collar criminais:

While each case shouid be determined on its own facts, white collar criminals
should not receive minimal sentences because their crime is not considered
violent or serious. It is common for white collar criminals to have above
average levels of education and to have full knowledge of their crime they are
committing. The mens rea element of the crime is typically well established in
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these cases and it should be reflected in the sentencing.

d. Defendants with a socially and/or economically disadvantaged
background:

The fact that a defendant has a disadvantaged background should not be
immediately dismissed. Depending on the crime and circumstances, a
defendant’s upbringing and environment can be fair mitigating evidence.

e. Elderly defendants or those with some infirmity:

Extra care should be taken to ensure that these defendants are not taken
advantage of and that their attorney has fully advised them of the charges, the
consequences, their rights, and that they fully understand them. Requests for
reasonabie accommodations in their sentencing, while balancing any need for
retribution, should be fully evaluated.

20. Are you involved in any active investments from which you derive
additional income that might impair your appearance of impartiality?

No. (other than normal brokerage activity in stocks, mutual funds, and
retirement accounts)

21. Would you hear a case where you or a member of your family held a de
minimis financial interest in a party involved?

| would fully disclose any financial interest my family member or | had in a
party to determine if either party has any reasonable argument for recusal.
However, to the extent that the party is simply an insurance company, bank,
or an investment brokerage company that | have an account with, | would not
be likely to recuse based on this de minimis financial interest.

22. Do you belong to any organizations that discriminate based on race,
religion, or gender?

No.

23. Have you met the mandatory minimum hours requirement for continuing
legal education courses for the past reporting period?

Yes.

24. What do you feel is the appropriate demeanor for a judge and when do
these rules apply?
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| believe that a soft answer turns away wrath and that an even temperament is
paramount as a judge. Shouting and condescension are not necessary, even to
maintain “control” of the courtroom.

25. Do you feel that it is ever appropriate to be angry with a member of the

public, especially with a criminal defendant? |s anger ever appropriate in
dealing with attorneys or pro se litigants?

No.

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ANSWERS TO THE ABOVE QUESTIONS ARE
TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.

Sworn to before me this day of , 2018.

(Signature)

(Print Name)
Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires:
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